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Teacher Resource: Brief Overview  of Robert H. Jackson and Nuremberg  
 
Overview :   
Robert H. Jackson (1892 –1954) served as U.S. Solicitor General, Attorney 
General, and Associate Justice of the Supreme Court before becoming the 
Chief U.S. Prosecutor at the International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg after 
World War II. His work at Nurem berg established foundational principles of 
international criminal law and defined the legal and moral responsibilities of 
citizenship on a global scale.  
 
Jackson believed that law should stand above the power of nations and that 
holding individuals accountable for crimes against humanity was essential to 
justice and peace. His leadership at Nuremberg reflected his lifelong 
commitment to fairness, due proces s, and the rule of law.  
 
Key Dates : 

-  1940 –1941: U.S. Attorney General under President Franklin D. Roosevelt  
-  1941–1954: Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court  
-  1945: Appointed by President Truman as Chief U.S. Prosecutor at 

Nuremberg  
-  November 21, 1945: Delivered the historic Opening Statement at the 

International Military Tribunal  
-  1946: Nuremberg verdicts established the principle that individuals — 

not just nations — can be held accountable for crimes under 
international law  

 
Key Ideas : 

-  Rule of Law: Jackson argued that no one, not even heads of state, is 
above the law.  

-  Responsibility and Citizenship: The trials emphasized that citizens have 
a duty to resist unlawful orders and protect human rights.  

-  Justice, Not Vengeance: Jackson’s prosecution sought justice based on 
evidence and fair trial standards — not revenge.  

-  Legacy: Nuremberg became the model for later tribunals and the 
International Criminal Court.  

 
Quote for Discussion : 
“That four great nations, flushed with victory and stung with injury, stay the 
hand of vengeance and voluntarily submit their captive enemies to the 
judgment of the law is one of the most significant tributes that Power has ever 
paid to Reason.”  
— Robert H. Jackson, Opening Statement, Nuremberg Trials (1945)  
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Discussion Prompts:  

-  What does Jackson mean by “Power paying tribute to Reason”?  
-  How does this quote reflect democratic values and citizenship 

responsibilities?  
-  How can the lessons of Nuremberg apply to modern issues of justice 

and human rights?  
 
Classroom Connection : 

-  Encourage students to connect Jackson’s work to civic ideals such as:  
o The importance of accountability in government and leadership.  
o The relationship between citizenship and moral responsibility.  
o How law serves as a tool for both justice and prevention of future 

atrocities.  
-  Extension Idea:  Have students analyze part of Jackson’s Opening 

Statement or excerpts from the Nuremberg Charter to identify evidence 
of democratic principles in action.  
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