THE EARLY YEARS: LIFE AT THE
TURN OF THE CENTURY

Lesson Plan for Grades 4, 7-8, 11

Photo Analysis Worksheet: Life in Small-Town America (1890-1920)

Name: Date:

Instructions:

Study the historical photograph assigned to your group. Use the questions
below to analyze what life was like in Spring Creek, PA; Frewsburg, NY; or
Jamestown, NY during Robert H. Jackson’s childhood.

Basic Information
1. What town is shown in the photograph?

2. What year (or estimated time period) do you think this photo was
taken?

Observations
3. What types of buildings or structures do you see?

4. What kind of transportation is visible (if any)?

5. What do people appear to be doing?

6. What does this photo tell you about work or businesses in this town?

Drawing Conclusions
7. How do you think daily life in this town was different from today?

8. What challenges might people in this town have faced?

9. If Robert H. Jackson grew up in this environment, how might it have
shaped his values and future career?

Compare & Discuss
After completing this worksheet, discuss your findings with your classmates.
Be ready to share:

e« One interesting detail you noticed in the photograph

« One gquestion the photograph made you ask

¢ One comparison between Jackson’s time and today
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