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REMARKS OF MR. JUSTICE
ROBERT-H. JACKSON

Mr. Attorney Generai and friends in the
Department .of Justice: -~ o

- I am. touched, that in this hour you
remenmber me as..one.who has shared with you
the pr,iv,ilége_of serving under President
Roosevelt, .and as.one who would share: your
grief in his sudden death. No other event
could. bow .80 many human heads in a common
sorrow and a sense of personal loss:
Throughout the land, by countless humble
fi-res.ide‘s people feel less secure :today
because he 1s gone; for, while he walked
with Kings, they knew that he never lost
the ‘common touch; that he was their friend
and advocate; that while he lived there
would be no forgotten man. Neither sea nor
land stretched far enough to get out of
range of his sympathy and understanding.
During these recent years I, like the rest
of - you, have watched with growing anxiety
as he spent himself so freely in the cause
in which he believed. But he brushed aside
all warnings, all of his caution was. bestowed
upon others and he thought of no human
‘being but himself as expendable.-

This is:not the time to dwell upon his
place as one of the most coomanding figures
of world history. No Alexander, or Caesar,
or Hannibal, or Napoleon, or Hitler, ever
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commanded such an aggregation of physical
force. But Power was never an end to him,
it was a means,- a means to a:betier world
where men might live their chosen lives,
rear their families indecency and security,
safely think and speak their thoughts, and
better their material conditions. His
office was the symbol of the greatest of
organized physical forces. But it was the
moral forces and spiritual aspirations of
mankind which he really typified and they
‘never were 80 passionately concentrated
around a-single person. As History will
look back on:our time, above. the other men
who made up its scenes, the figure of
Roosevelt will stand ®*like a sharply cut:
rock in the midst of a shapeless seav.
_President. Roosevelt had an interest in
this Department second only perhaps to that
in the :Navy, to which we often jokingly re-
ferred as "the President's branch of the
service". As a lawyer, he often was criti-
cal of our profession; of its backward-
looking tendencies, its preoccupation at
times with red tape to the injury of what
he thought were more vital interests. He
threw upon this Department from time to
time constantly expanding responsibilities,
which sometimes were more welcome as evi-
‘derice of -his. confidence than for the duties
they carried. ' But he was deeply interested
in all of its problems. He wanted us, as
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attorneys for .the government, to live up to
the: best -tradition of our profession, to
shun shoddy work and to do equal justice
wunder “the law..

- Before me. are many: men: of whose work
elther in general “or in-particular cases,
I had occasion: to talk with the President, -
and many whom he knew by name - usually by
the first name. We cannot avoid s, some-
what: personal} notes Toward us in the De-
partment he never was an exacting or
critieal overlord. I have had, on more
than-one occasion to. try:to explain to him
why things went the way they did, instead
of the way I had told him they would go.
Peals: of hearty: laughter would smother my
embarrassment. His patience with blunder--
ing was sometimes past understanding, - but
it was mighty comforting when the blunder
was your own. ~How he found time to pen in
his own hand the innumerable little chits,
telling, or asking, or commenting about
this and that, I do:not know. No father
could be more solicitous of the personal
and family welfare of those in his circle.
No one worked harder - and no one made you
so feel 1ike working hard yourself - and
no one: knew: better: the proper proportions
in which relaxation and laughter must be
mixed with all well-balanced work. . ‘He
loved the simple things; -he could make
either a King or a countryman feel at



ease - in his presence. His personality,
his serene self confidence, hils gentle
firmness were gifts of the Gods.

I think-President Roosevelt would be
pPleased that we have paused today in his
memory. This is. not because he would have
wanted a personal tribute. But he would
have seen 1t as a sign of our dedication to
the things he stood for and that would
gladden him. And not the least of his
great services to our times was to inspire
us all with his personal courage in the
presence of handfcaps of 1ife and the
mysteries of death. Despair or defeatism
among men or nations vanished at his touch.
He would want no disheartening note now.
After.we have paused and renewed our cour-
age through each other's counsel, he would
expect us.to plck up the burden and carry
on. k

A1l of us will agree that for the inter-
ests of all that we have and are, President
Roosevelt's death is untimely. How much
his passing affects the destinies of mankind,
we can never estimate. Certa:lnly,'when the
New wcrld meets the 0ld in council, this
Hemisphere can no lorzer send a personality
s0 ap‘pealing, a mind so richly endowed and
informed, a heart sowarmand understanding,
a spirit so unconquerable.

But we cannot say that Death dealt un-
kindly with him. - In many ways his sudden



passing comes.as a fitting climax to life.
We: are glad-that he: lived the high moments
when he could-see that his:efforts have Ted
our country to the.very: threshold. of victo-
ry:both in Europe:and in the Orient. = It is
as:though the President had sent his best-
loved-friendy General:Watson;ito prepare
the way, -4nd now he has' followéd to the
Peace which shall have -no end. :



