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All quotes are from Fred Korematsu

“The internment notice came out, and it burned me up, you know. Here I am, an American, and I have to go to internment camp. I was really upset.And I said,’I’m not going to go. I’m an American and that’s what I am and I’m going to stay that way.’”

“Hitler was marching through France,...he was also sinking a lot of ships...you need a lot of welders. So I said to myself, ‘Gee, I want to help out, too.’”

Fred and three of his friends decided to join the National Guard or the Coast Guard. When they went to get their applications, “The fellow with the uniform on...he just ignored me...I want to join...I’m an American too, you know...I felt angry and disgusted…”

“When the exclusion order was posted on telephone poles in 1942, I felt angry and hurt and confused about my future. I could not understand how the United States government could do this to American citizens...It was not right that Japanese Americans were interned.”

Congress made violation of any military order issued pursuant to Executive Order 9066 a Federal crime.

“There was so much sadness...and so much worry because [they had] lived most of their lives...in this country...it put them into shame...they had to worry about what they were going to take and what was going to happen to the nursery.”

“I was twenty-one then and you know when you’re at that age, you have a girlfriend and all just like everyone else. She was more important to me than anything else. In order to think clearly,... I decided to leave on my own.”

“I didn’t feel guilty ‘cause I don’t think I did anything wrong.”

“Someone recognized me and reported me.”

He had changed his name on his draft card and had undergone minor plastic surgery in an attempt to conceal his identity, but was recognized as a Japanese American.

“Even when Mr. Besig decided to help me, the National ACLU wanted him to drop the case because the Executive Director was friendly with President Roosevelt.”

Fred was transferred to Tanforan Racetrack. He found the conditions worse than they had been in jail. 

“I told them I prefer to have my own stall...the dirt floor...the wind just blew in...I mean, this was made for horses, not for human beings.”

...he, like others who chose to resist the internment, was ostracized by his own community was ostracized by his own community. 

“I felt, ‘Hey, actually I should be in a military uniform, too. And here I am, a prisoner of war instead.’ And I felt really awful about that.”

“In 1944, in Detroit, I received a letter from Mr. Besig and he told me that we lost in the Supreme Court. And I just couldn’t believe it...I thought [for] sure that we won because it was unconstitutional what they did to the Japanese Americans, putting them in concentration camps...When I found out that I lost my decision, I thought I lost my country.”

Fred could find little comfort in the fact that three justices dissented, but at least they had recognized  the magnitude of the wrong.




































Directions to students

After viewing the excerpt from Liberty Under Law: The Robert H. Jackson Story and reading selected quotes from Taking the Stand: The Lessons of Three Men Who Took the Japanese American Internment to Court by Lorraine K. Bannai, explain the impact of Executive Order 9066 on Japanese Americans. Be sure to include at least three examples from the video and three examples from the quotes. 


From the video: 
1) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From the Quotes:

1) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
