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I am glad to join with you in honoring your guost of honor, David
T Léwis. He has been an inspiration to forward-looking mxople cverywhere
for a gencration. I have long respected his cxamplo and valuod his friend-
ship. |

Likewise, I am glad to spsak to a group whose purpose, as I am in-
formed, is to be liberals without ceasiné tc be Demderatss and to be Demo~
crats without ceasing to be liberals; -

Since I am a stranger to any local asuects of your cndeavor I can be
most heipful in discussing some of the attributes of libveralism which do
not depend either upon time or personalitics, or even locality,

In a section where Domoerats werec so few as to bec almost curiosities
and were so unpopular as to be almost donied the protection of the game
laws, my family have been consistont Democrats because they found in the
position and in the promise of the Demoeratic Party an answer to their as-
piration for a libecral govornmopt.

I nover know a Democratic vietory for a lccal official where I have
lived. I nevor practiced before but one OlGEtGd Democratic Judge in the
courts of my county and district., I was always given to understand that,
by being a Democrat, I could never hold a public office ; and had always
expected the predictibn'td be true,.

Under these circumstaﬁces when one generation hands a democratic
traditioﬁ on to another, it leaves also a legacy of fighting faith in some-
thing rather deep ~ something that lays hold of loyalties that take no
éccounf of defeats, That is a belief in the kind of government which the

nation has had, with only rare exceptions - only»from.Presidents elected

by our party.



Politieal 1iboralisﬁ as an attituge has dominoted the constructive
administration of Washineton and Jefferson, of Jackson and of Lihcoln, of
Wilson, and of Franklin D. Roosevelt., It is democracy at its flood tide,
just as conservatism is its cbb, They arc apt to éltcrnate in politieal
history. But as an influence it is never dostroyed by elections and whon
it 1s out of office at the obbing, it is gathering force for the next
flood tide., Witnoss 1920 to 1932, Liberalism is not a particular measurec
or platform, but is rather an undeflying attitudo towards all problems and

platforms., Hence, it is timeloss ond always noeded, Its program is never

-

a finished one.

Liberalism is difficult to define and limit because it is a continu-
ing attitude toward problems of government, rather than merely a fixed code
of principleﬁ. But one fixed and unalterable purpose is the support of
democracy, not as a mere form of govermment, but as an underlying vhilosephy
with deep spiritual meaning. Thomas Mann, who has had an ample experience
with other forms of government, warns us that every definitian of democracy
is insufficient, but proceods to give us onc of the best working dofini-

tions as follows:

"Je must define Democracy as that form of government
and of society which is inspired ebove every other
with the foeling and consciousness of the dignity
of man,"
The achievemeont and wrotection of this kind of domocracy has always
been the spocial carc of the liboral, and so far in our history it has

found its most effective champions in lcaders of the Democratic Party.

But the dangers from which it niust be protected change from gencration to
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goneration, and‘thc direction of our watch must shift as the enemies of
demoéracy take up different positions, Confusion as to what is liberal-
ism in our own time proceeds from the fact that while’liberalism‘is always
defending the samp goal it must change front from tine %o time in order to
face new dangers. It is this kind of confusion, for'example, which
enables John D. I Hamilfon, with a perfectly straight face, to place a
wreath on the tomb of Thomas Jeffersor,

In the Jeffersonian era the dangers 1o democracy were only politi-
cal dangers, Great stretches of wilderness offered to all men about an
equal opportunity to produce the primitive necessities of life, I1t.was
a tough life; but so far as making a living was conc:rned thore was a
rretty general eguality of herdship and a general distribution of poverty.
In that day, if wen sought to oppress other men, they used government for
the purpose, and it was against government that safoguards were crected.
In order to protect the individual tho‘Constitution concerncd itsolf with
legalistic and politiecal rights. 1t ignorcd sretty gencrally tho economic
conflict which was then pcrcéivcd but vaguely, if at all, becauso it was
only beginning to arise. The fundamental rights which the Constitution guaxr ..
are those nccessary to the individual's sense of porsonality, - his right
to époak freely and tb priht his vicws? his right to worship in his own
Way, to be securc in hig own‘homo, to acquire and posscss property, to
petition his goycrnmcnt, to he tried for erime only by his fcllownen, and
to partieipate through representation in the shaping of the policy of
his government, The,liberalg of lr. Jefferson's time fought to incorporate

in our Comstitution thesc plcdges to respect, to this'oxtont, the dignity
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of man, Aé frontiérsnen,'with an unexploited continent bheforce them, they
regafded these prohibitions upon governmment as sufficiernt to assure the
self-respect of men and women engaged in planting on this contingnt a
rredoninantly apgricultural civilization. The liberal thought of that day
1cgerded as its great task the establishment of a bill of rights which would
give government no power to breek down the spiritual values of a demo-
cratic society.

In time these jwinciples éame to be accepbsd even by conservatives,
and all administrations in ouvr history have shown a fairly high degree of
fidelity to those limnitations on the power of government affirmatively to
invade the rights of individuals and of minoritioes. Exceptions would, of
course, have to be maéc of the Federalist alion and scdition hystoria under
John Adsms and of the lawlcssncss of reoconsiruction days. And I do not fool
any too happy about the oxtromcs of Wbrid—War days. but, by and large, tho
liberals of Jefferson's day creatédra pretiy effeéﬁive instrument to pro-
teet the individual from the assaults of government itself.

Eut the efforts of Jefférson's period by no nmeans exhausted the
work of liberalism in the nineteéenth century. There were other impediments
to‘democracy which the liberals later, under the lecadership of Andrew
Jackson, made it thuif buﬁinuss'to knock down. It was in the Jacksonian
days that liboralism’began tb téke_on an ceconomic aspect, and to concern
itself with abuses concoerning mroporty. The beginning of the Jacksonian
era saw the right of nen to vete in nearly cevery state of the Union limited

by a property qualification, Man, as man, had no voting rights. ihe
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polls were opci oniy to man plus some given azount of property. As
a consequence, a nﬁmerous class was without that voice in government
which experience »roves to be the only real protector of other
rights, The Jacksonian liberals were everywherc cngaged in removing
this qualifice*ion, and they were rowerded by tho nowspapers of
their day by the roputaticn of catering to tho mob. Imprisomment
for dcbt was another consequonce of bolonging to the submerged one-
third of Jackson's era., And, in its timn, it caught such Qmindnt
patriots as Roovert Morris and made a fugitive of o Justice of the
Suprerc Court. The Jncksonian liberals cneaged in camprigns to ond
imprisonment for debt and were held up as enemies of property. Pﬁblic
lands constituted the relief funds of that day, and a complacent
government had periiitted a vicious system of allotting the lands to
speculators who, in' twrn, parcelled it out to actual settlers upon
terms of grestest advantage to the land companies, These‘land
companies made large speculative profits, cherped high rates of -
interest, and when they forecloced, obiained for themselves the
cabins which the pioncgrs had bﬁilt and the cluaringé they had

made, which the companics resold to othors at an advanrccd price,.



The Jacksonian liberals fought to end this system, to cut out the
spéculator'a advantage end to make grants of public lands only directly
to those who were to homestead upon them. Their reward wes to be accused
of being enemies of business,

' In a frontier civilization where accumulatiqns of capital are
scarce, credit is a vital thing and its.terms are high. ZPrior govern-
mepts had conferred a virtual monopoly of credit upon the graat Bank of
the United States, and the Bank of the United States, in tumn, had
shamelessly employed most of the leading public men of its time as its
attornéys. Only in recent years has it been disclosed that Andrew Jaokson
was fully justified in his charge that this credit monopoly created a
panic and an artificial.credit stringency in his administration in‘order
“to force a rencwal of its charter., The political liberals of Jackéon's
school thus came to fear monopoly and to battle against concentrated finan-
cial power.

On into the twentieth century‘the more important struggles. were
of the Jacksonian character, involving economic rights, such as the
regulation of railronds, the right to establish an income tax, the right
to make the notes of thc United States legal tender, and similar matters,

It is a characteristic of political thought that reforms come to
be accepted by evoryﬁody oniy after liberals have risked their political
lives and fortunes to obtain them against the most bitter opposition of
the smug elements of society. Taen thernce drastic mcasures are no
longer thought of as liberalism, but as Americanism. And the reaction-
aries adopt the names and slogans of deceased liberals in order to dis-

credit living ones. Meanwhile the liberals haje to face new fronts



because the dangers come from another quarter.

By 1932 the frontier had disappeared. The public lands were
gone, and only the scandsls of their administration remained. Qur way -
of living had changed., Men could no longer walk into the wilderness
and.wring’a living frem nature. To get a living they must be accepted
at an employment office, and the employment offices were in the hands
of very impersonal ond very cold-blooded corperations. It had bgcome
much less important to the averaée man, under what Mayosr he lived than
under What kind of a boss he worked. When he left the factory premises,
the Government respected his rights pretiy generally. His chosen repre-
sentatives'could zot interfere with his frec speech or free press or
right of assembly. But spies sent out by his employer were bound by no
such restrictions and if his free speech fook the direction of trying
to improve his lot through organization, he was likelj to find himself
in a sort of industrial Siberia.

Therefore, it came about thdt the liberal ﬁovemenf of our time
has beern cast largely in the mold of econemic liberalism which makes
its parellelism to the Jacksonian era more obvious, although none the
less real, than its parallel to the Jeffersonian liberalism. Thel
liberalism of our day_ié concerned with the right of men in industry
to be free from unfaoir labor practices, to enjoy the privaquof their
individual lives without the invasion of labor spies, the right col-
lectively to bargain, the right to havé some security of tenure in
their jobs as against arbitrary dismissal, and the right to a place in
our ‘economy where they can apply their labor in return fer the con-

modities whish labor produces. And we are also concerned with the right
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te see that the surplus of production, above what labor consumes while
producing, is in a proper proportion applied to preotection against
unemploymeht and against dependent old age, against industrial accident,
and against illness,

The modern problem is to make the economic system serve the
social system, instead of master it; to bring about such a distribu-
tion of the products of industry as will protect an American way of
life in the homes of the workers, Incidental to this are many problems,
in the detail of which men may disagree, but by and large, the liberal
looks first te the effect of a given measure on the social system and
o the lives and welfare of the people. The organs of publicity are
almost entirely in the hands of the opposition and a favorite method
of discrediting the liberal is to luridly overstate his true purposes.

We have repeatedly been charged, for example, with being hos-
tile to business and seeking to destroy private enterprise. What we
have tried to do is to preserve private enterprise by destroying the
abuses which prey upon it and eliminating the practices by which cer-
tain parasites, who call themselves business men, prey upon legitimate
business, We seek to eliminate dishonesty and fraud in the sale of
securities, false valuations and manipulations of power properties.
We seek to stop some business men fram destroying ether business men
by unfair competition and monopolistic bfactices. To try to get this
sort of parasitic practice off from the back of business is no more
hostile to business than it is hostile to a dog to try to rid him of

fleas,
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I suppose fhat it would be the most useful service to liberal-
ism if we could devise some authoritative way in which to moko a frank
and adequate formuiation and - statement of the philosophy, thg ultimate
purposes, and the irmediate proposals of Anerican political liberslism.
Lacking a vehicle for such a collective statemonf, on which we would
probably have some difficuliy in agreeing, we rmst look to the acts and
words of our lcsadership for unambiguous liberalism fhat_cannotvbe cCon~
fused by the‘honesﬁ and informed Wwith cormunisi  or socialism on the
one hand or with fascism or undemocratic aims on the other. And we
will have to rely on such agencies as your club $o disseninate the
story and to see that these who lack honesty do not succeed in nislead-
ing those who lack information. And the first necessity in avoidance
of confusion to the others is to be quite clear about cur purposes
ourselves, |

The chief abuses which liberals have to fight today are economnic,
'relgfed’to‘propérty and fheﬂﬁé&é‘ﬁ& which pfopérty is écquifed. This .
nakaes it particularly easy for those who want to shelber the abuses to'
nisrepresent the attitude of the libeial towards property itself.

The liberal accepts the mwoin outlines of our existing econonic
systen as desirable and as destined to cndure at least for sone
generations. He accepts and champions the right to use one's talents
and efforts to produce, acquire, and keep property. 4nd the right of
capital to a fair return for its work.

This means a definite rejection of comrwunisn, socialism, and
facisme To this extent we incur thc contenpt and bitte:ness of ex-

treme left-wingers who regard us as conservatives. And I an inclined
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to agree with them that the liberal novenent in Aiterica today is
sinply an intelligent and realistic conservqtism. And I further
understand their hostility to liberalisn, because its success is the
greatest barrier to their hope of leading Anericans into cormunisn
or fascisri,. |

But our acceptance of thesc property rights is subject to the
1mportant quﬁllfwcqtlon that the interests of mon and of uoc1ety
corie first and that sarns us>both the Lisundcrstanalng und the hOStll-\
i:l:,y of conservatives.

First of all, we have insisted that capital be honest and that
the law make it so and punish delinquency. A system of honost capital-
ism cannot tolerate the inflation of our invesinent structure through
fontastic write-ups of property, such as the utility holding corpanies
engaged in. The rights of property and the profit system do not in-
clude the right of & few 1en to put two and two together and uuko six
out of it, and as a result either rob investors or gouge consurrs or
éxploit iabor.

Moreover, the liberal has always looked upon the pésseséion
of concentrated and irresponsiblc econonic power in a few private
hands as a menace to free governnent. In the first place, such a de-
velopment in the bu31ness and flnqn0111 worll drives to an equal con-
centration and centralization of govermmental authority invorder to
deal with it. And we cannot be complacent toward the gathering up by
a few men of power to control cormodity distribution —nd wage levels
and the standard of living of worklnv people and t&c fesources for

creating electric power and the control of credit and those other
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elerments which rmake up our cconomic life,

The libera]_. insists on a bill of rights which will rigidly pro-
tect the individunl and the nminority against encroachnients ‘py the
g,ovprnment and those clected to excrcisc power,

But the liberal does not stop here, He insists that the govern-
nent shall also have and exercise power to see that the rights of the

.individual and of ninorities are not encrcached upon by private econorniic -

power.

The hope and usefulness of our party rests in its loyalty to its

liberal tradition which is an inheritarce that enriches not only .all Demo-

crats but all Americans,



