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Our fore fa thers  believed t h ? t  exclusive c o ~ t r o l  by Congress of 

commerce amng the  s eve r r l  Sttites ma?e ce r t a i n  t h s t  sush t rade  would not 

be obstructed by S t a t e  ba r r i e r s .  But today we witness a growing tendency 

t o  e rec t  whst a r e ,  i n  substance, S t a t e  t a r i f f  walls.  S t a t e  laws which 

mke t h e  marketing of goods more d i f f i c u l 3  o r  expensive have been stea:'.ily 

increasing i n  both number and var ie ty .  Between neighboring S t a t e s  d i s -  

crimination ~ n d  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  r ival r ies :  and r eo r i s a l s  have f l a r e d  up. 

Under our Cons t i tu t io~ ia l  s:;sta today trade among the S t a t e s  m y  

be embargoed, r e s t r i c t e d ,  o r  regulated by any S t a t e  i n  o u l y  two a r t i c l e s  

of commerce, These ar t j .c les  a r e  in toxicat ing l iquors  and prison-mde 

goods. 

The Twenty-first hendmer-t t o  the  Cors t i tu t ion,  which repealed 

prohibi t ion,  provided t'nat the  t ranspor ta t ion o r  importation i c t o  any 

S t a t e  of in tox ica t ing  l iquors ,  i n  v io l a t i on  of the  lws of such S t a t e ,  is  

prohibited. Thus an cxccption was mnde t o  the general ly  exclusive power 

of Congress, and control  of comerce between S t ~ t e s  i n  in tox ica t ing  l iquors  

was handed back t o  the S t a t e s  of des t inat ion.  Tho purpose, RIA I intexd 

no cr i t ic is ln  of i t ,  was t o  protect  each S t a t e  from inpor ta t ioxs  t h a t  would 

defeat  i ts  own policy of dealing with t he  m r a l  and s o c i c l  l ~ o b l e m  i n c i d m t  

t o  the liquor t m f f i c ,  

The power thus given t o  protect  t h e i r  soc i a l  pol icymmyStntes  turned, 

under pressure from loce l  l i quo r  i n t e r e s t s ,  t o  the protect ion of honc in- 

dustry. Loc21 beer is given en e f fec t ive  t w i f f  ~ r o t e c t i o n  by imposing 

higher s a l e s  taxes  on out-of-SLte bcm,  o r  sp, ,cizl  l i ccnse  f ee s  and r e s t r i c -  

t ions  a r e  p l ~ c e d  on those who s e l l  i t .  The St:  toc  thus d i s c r i r i na t ed  agains t  



have then responded with a l l  of the weapons of modern t s r i f f  r e p r i s a l ,  

such a s  r e t a l i a t o r y  taxes end inspectibns 2nd p a r t i a l  and complete 

embargoes* A beer was has involved many S t ? t e s  and perverted the  purpose 

of t h e  amendment. Such l e g i s l a t i o n  aPplied t o  in toxicat ing l i quo r ,  how- 

ever, is qui te  properly sustained by the Supreme Court. 

The other  comodity subject  t o  S tn te  regula t ion is prison-made 

goods. Congress chose not t o  exerc ise  i t s  own regulatory power d i r e c t l y  

t o  s top  convict-mde goods fromlnoving i n  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce i n  competition 

with the  products of f r e e  labor. Instead,  i n  substance, it  loaned its 

power of regu la t ion  t o  the S t a t e s  i n to  which such goods were shipped. 

Congress accomplished, by s t a t u t e ,  a s  t o  convict---do goods, about t h e  

same r e su l t  a s  t h a t  accomplished by the  Twenty-first hndment a s  t o  

l iquor.  

Convict-made goods a r e  subject  t o  the  low of the  S t a t e  of de s t i -  

nation a s  though they had not ar r ived i n  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce. I n t e r s t a t e  

t ranspor ta t ion agencies a u s t  not trnnsport  convict-made goods i n t o  a  S t a t e  

i n  v io l a t i on  of i ts  law, find they nust be p l a in ly  labeled. The Supreme 

Court held, nnd I th ink r i gh t l y ,  th8.t t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  cons t i tu t iona l .  

The S t a t e s ,  therefore,  m y  forbid ,  o r  r e s t r i c t ,  t rade i n  cormict-made 

goAs,  each i n  i t s  own way, 

Great mischief would follow any attempt t o  npply t h i s  technique 

t o  comrnerce generally. This method of regula t ion would impose a g rea t  

number of conf l ic t ing standards and rules.  This method i s  impractical ,  

d i f f i c u l t  of enforcement, end highly r e s t r i c t i v e .  It would mean t h a t  a 

farmer r a i s i ng  apples i n  Oregon o r  New York would be obliged t o  pack and 



grade i n  accordance with t h e  stersdards of w c h  S i x t e  t o  which he n ight  

ship.  A m n u f a c t u r s r  LA@% f i n d  h i s  product unlcwful i n  various S t a t o s ,  

according t o  the  lcbor  s t a t u t e s  d' the  S t a t e  t o  which the  goals  were con- 

signed, even i f  he obayed a l l  Lows of the S t n t e  where the  ra~n i fac tu r ing  

was done. 

The imprac t i cab i l i ty  of such l e g i s l a t i o n  nppears when enforeanent 

is  considered. Only t h e  S t a t e  of des t ina t ion  i s  in te res ted  i n  t h e  enforce- 

ment of the  standard, but it would hcve no ju r i sd ic t ion  over t h e  books o r  

records or  witnesses by which v i o l a t i o n  i n  tha  S t n t e  of Oregon would be 

proved. And there  is l i t t l e  resson t o  e x p c t  the  S t r i t ?  of mcnufacture t o  

he lp  enforce a s t a t u t e  illtended t o  discri lcinnte ~ l g ~ i r l s t  i t s e l f  and its 

c i t i z e n s  . 
To a i d  enforcament, p r o p o n s ~ t s  of such l e g i s l a t i o n  would requ i re  

labeling of s l l  g o ~ d s  t o  s h w  t h e  collditions of   nufa facture. But t h e  

simplest  product o f t en  embodies resources ind tha s k i l l s  of many s tq tes .  

An ingenious m n  took a s  an exmple  a c o l l a r  button, which included i r o n  

mined i n  Mincesots and nicks1 raiced i n  the  Congo, processed i n  Ohio with 

coke produced i n  Pennsylvania. The c o l l a r  button i s  attacfled t c ~  a small 

piece of cardboard mnufactured i n  t h e  Stat t :  of New York f,wm pulpv~ood cut  

i n  Canada, aud t h e  f in ished a r t i c l e  is  assembled and packed i n  I l l i n o i s .  

Jus t  how would you labs1 t h i s  a z t i c l e  so a s  t o  inform 48 s t a t e s  whether 

the re  had been a v i o l a t i m  of the  staudards s e t  up by t h e i r  divergent  and 

conf l i c t iug  laws? The l a b e l  on tln automobile would be longer thun the 

wheel base. 



Any general  use of the  rrethod applied t o  prison-made goods is not 

only impracticable but it could nct  kelp operat i rg  a s  a r e s t r a i n t  upon 

comerce and a  discouragement of trade. Such a t t eup t s  by S t e t e s  t o  

enforce t h e i r  own standards upon incominb eoods would be c l e a r l y  unconsti- 

t u t i ona l  i n  the  absence of C o r ~ r e s s i c m l  approval. Whether o r  not  it  be 

cor,stitutioiml f o r  the Congress t o  give such approval i n  a  l imi ted c lass  of 

cases,  any general abdication by the Congress t o  the  S t a t e s  of its powers 

over i n t e r s t a t e  comerce would f r u s t r a t e  the  basic purpose of the  commerce 

clause 2nd abondoa one of the  fundamental advant~tges of our cons t i tu t iona l  

federat ion.  

M8ny S t a t e s ,  however, f o r  loca l  i n t e r e s t s ,  a r e  attempting by sub t le  

and ind i rec t  means t o  apply d i sc r in ina t ions  $9 other  comerce  where they 

have ne i t he r  the  soc i a l  xior l e g a l  jus t i f i ca t ions  t h a t  apply t o  l i quo r  and 

prison-mde goods. 

Mmy of the  S ta tes  have attempted f rom time t o  time t o  regula te  

ra i l road  r e t e s  with a n  eye t o  g iv i rg  advaritage t o  l o c n l  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  

1934 t he  Federnl Coordinator of Tr~nsyor to t ion ,  Eastmn,  snid of t h i s  

tendency, "It has tended t o  provincial ize ra i l roads  and t o  discoumge 

nat ional  uni ty  of ac t ionbt t  The Federal Congress was obliged t o  give t he  

I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce Commission express power t o  r e s t r a i n  r a t e s  which were 

unduly advantageous o r  p re fe ren t ia l  t o  l o c s l  i n t e r e s t s  t o  t he  ~ r e j u d i c e  of 

i n t e r s t a t e  comerce. 

With the  r e so r t  t o  motor t ranspor ta t ion the  technique of discrimina- 

t i o n  has been applied through r eg i s t r a t i on  f e e s  and taxes,  through the  

regula t ion of weights and s i z e  and equipmnt and through what a r e  ca l l ed  



"port of entryw laws. Thest. r s&ut iors  art: ofton designed to  be d i s -  

criminatory. Sorlie of then have been rahoved by reciprocal  agreements 

between the  S t a t e s ,  and sonu of them w i l l  p e r h ~ p s  be eliminated by the  

Federal Motor Carr ier  Act. 

These d i s c r i m i x t i n g  regulat ions have caused what a r e  descr ib td  ss 

"border warsw between S t a t e s ,  ~ o m e  of which have smoldered f o r  years with 

occasional v io l en t  outbreaks and some of which have f l v e d  up f o r  a few 

days and then died out completely. Some of t h m  havo involved harussmerit, 

by S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  of foreign motor ca r r i e r s .  The Secretary  of &r icu l tu re  

has reported 13 of these "border wars" i n  which the  powers of the  Stntos  

were used e i t h e r  t o  discriminate against  fo re ign  motor c a r r i e r s  o r  i n  re-  

t a l i a t i o n  f o r  such discriminction,  with se r ious  econanic loss .  Under t he  

so-called por t  of en t ry  legis la t ior i ,  sorm S t s t e s  have s e t  up checking 

s t a t i ons  where iccamiug, efid i n  s m e  cases outgoing, t r ? f f i c  is hhlted i n  

order t o  check up a s  t o  equipnent, inspections,  and taxes. Such 3 system 

i s  nore than f a i n t l y  reminiscent of t he  i n t d e r e b l e  hc l t i ng  and exanination 

which one encounters a t  every border of a s t a t e  o r  munioipzli t y  i n  E u r q e ,  

and which has done so much t o  d i s i n t eg ra t e  European ecoilomy 2nd bedevil 

European good w i l l .  

There has been a tremendous growth i n  the  l a s t  twenty-five years of 

l eg i s l a t i on  a f fec t ing  the  narketing of ag r i cu l t u r a l  products and dealing 

w i t h  grading, packcging, and label ing.  No one w i l l  question t h a t  both 

S t a t e  and Federal  power should be exerted t o  pyevant adu l te ra t ion ,  t o  

es tab l i sh  f a i r  standards f o r  grading, and t o  require  honest l abe l ing  of 

goods 



dut t h i s  purpose is  sometiraes departed from ~ n d  a mult i tude of con- 

f l i c t i n g  standards and annoyances and hindrances t o  t r a d e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

products a r e  enacted f o r  the  motive of e f fec t ing  a S t a t e  t a r i f f  law. 

I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of a l eg i t ima te  development of proper safeguard 

t o  publ ic  hea l th  and ho~les t  comerce ,  t h e r e  is urgent  need f o r  agreement 

between t h e  S t a t e s  a s  t o  uniform stazdards f o r  grading and p c k a g i n g  2nd 

marking and l abe l ing  of goods and f o r  cooperation with t h e  Federel  Government 

i n  adopting standards which can a l so  be upplied t o  i n t e r s t a t e  commerce. 

Likewise, t h e  power of quarantine, so  use fu l  and wholosome t o  r e s t r a i n  

the  spread of d isease  and pes t ,  has f requent ly  been s o  applied as t o  

r e s t r a i n ,  f o r  t c r i f f  purposes, t h e  exchange of  products between d i f f e r e n t  

p a r t s  of t h e  United S t c t e s  2nd t o  cause heavy l o s s e s ,  p n r t i c u l a r l y  t o  

agr icul ture .  

Another indica t ion  of provincia l i s l r  has bee r  the  Sta te- f inmced 

adver t i s ing  of l o c a l  products, which i n  m n y  cnses has degenerated from 

a wbuy-at-homew movement t o  a t h i n l y  ve i l ed  boycott of out-of-the-State 

products . 
I n  c i t i n g  these  exmples  of b a r r i e r s  t h a t  ? re  being r a i s e d  by our- 

se lves  aga ins t  ourse lvss ,  t h e  purpose i s  not t o  c r i t i c i z e  use of  t h e  power 

of the  S t a t e  t o  promote t h e  h e a l t h  and l i v i n g  standards of i ts people. One 

of the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  with t h i s  ~ r o b l e m  a r i s e s  from tho f a c t  t h a t  near ly  a l l  

of the  powers involved may be use? f o r  l eg i t ima te  purposes. I ts  menace 

cons i s t s  i n  i t s  perversion. The nurnose t o  d iscr iminate  m r e l y  appears on 

the  f ace  of such l e g i s l a t i o n .  It of ten  appears only i n  i t s  adminis t ra t ion  

and appl ica t ion .  What we c o n d e n  is the  f r ~ m i n g  c f  ~ . n y  S t e t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  



from a parochial  econovnic :lotive 01- enforcing it wi th  discriminatory e f f ec t .  

We must not forget  tha t  our o-m free  niaxket is one of our  most valuable  

American asse t s .  

The f r e e  m r k e t s  which we would p m t e c t  agains t  l occ l  l e g i s l n t i v e  

in terference must not be understood to  be lewless ;nnrkets o r  unregulated 

markets. I know th9 t  one of the chief tlotives f o r  the mult i tude of loco1 

regulat ions,  ru les  2nd restrcrints  i s  self-defense. I ,Am snre  rien of l?rge  

a f f a i r s  do not know lnow deeply f e m f u l  ::nd resen t fu l  our people have become 

over the  non-residcnt coct rol  of t h e i r  loccil services  and oppor tuci t ies .  

Locel pride and independence hus witnessed the replacement of i t s  own 

i n i t i a t i v e  md control  of i t s  own en te rpr i ses  by the  d i s t a n t  organization. 

I t s  merchant, i t s  u t i l i t y  m.n, i t s  blnkor is  no 13nger a h 0 ~ e  m n .  D i s -  

regrrd of l m a l  fee l ing  and i n t e r e s t  hnve contributed t o  a de t e rmin~ t ion  of 

loca l  o f f i c i a l s  to turn  t h e i r  luc. 1 Ir.ws t~ protoct  theniselves agains t  a 

threatened economic v ~ s s A a g e .  

I not only recngnize t h i s  smtiment  but I sympathize with it. The 

Federal Government owes t he  duty t o  police the  channels of i n t e r s t a t e  t r ade  

t o  p m t e c t  it from the  racketeer,  t he  mmopolist ,  m d  t he  p r i c e  f ixor .  

Often it has been irndcquctely discharged. 

No one ~ P S  been m.)re c r i t i c a l  t h m  I have been 3f t h i s  neglect ,  D r  

rcore i n s i s t e n t  or, vigorous and u r , c o r ~ p m m i s i ~  enforcenent of the  law t o  

prevent p r iva te  r e s t r q i n t s  of t r ade  and to protect  hame r u l e  of our markets, 

indus t r i es ,  u t i l i t i e s  and opportunities. 

But no neglect nf t h i s  f edera l  duty can justif'y the  i ~ p o s i t i m  by 

loca l  law of r e s t m i n t s  a s  dmaging t o  t r ~ d e  ss the predntory p r i va t e  



r e s t r a i n t s .  T a r i f f  b ? n 5 e r s ,  ~TIZ: n4..ty i c 2 l q t i o n ,  and d i sc r imina to ry  

admin i s t r a t i on  w i l l  c o t  s:me 01' he19 1x:l inde?endence 3r l o c a l  s e l f -  

suf f ic iency .  They d o  uot  f r t e  commerce; they  p r o s t r a t e  it. The 

S t a t e s  can no t  h e l p  s a l v e  g r e a t  economic pmblerns such a s  t h e  concen- 

t r a t i o n  of weal th and c o n t r o l  o f  i ndus t ry  by boycot t ing each o ther .  I f  

t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  i n t e r s t a t e  comnerce should d e f e r  t o  very ing  l o c a l  c m d i -  

t i o n s ,  t h a t  can be accmpl i shed  by f e d e r a l  n b i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i m s ,  cs 

was done i n  t h e  r e c e n t  f e d o r z l  wage and hour l e g i s l a t i o n ;  bu t  t h e  S t a t e s  

should not be encouraged t o  e x p l ~ i t  varying l o c a l  c o n d i t i m s  a s  an excuse 

f o r  d i sc r imina t ing  lgr l inst  t h e  cmmerce 3f s i s t e r  S t a t e s .  

This is t h e  reason t h z t  S e c r e t m y  af S t c t e  C m d e l l  E u l l  has  warned 

aga ins t  % a r r i e r s  erectod by o u r  s eve ra l  s t a t e s  * * * not ccnsonant w i th  

t h e  we l f a re  of our  people a s  a whole." And Sec re t a ry  of Agr i cu l tu re  

Henry A. Wallace has pointed o u t  t h a t  they "cause l a r g e  and unnecessary 

economic l o s s e s  t o  t h e  whole community." 

And why, you may ask, i s  t h i s  s o r t  of o c t i o n  by t h e  S t r - tes  any 

bus iness  o f  t h e  Federa l  A d m i n i s t r ~ t i o n ?  The s h o r t  answer is t h a t  one o f  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e s  of t he  Federal  C o n s t i t u t i o u  w41s t o  remove t h e  

b a r r i e r s  which obs t ruc ted  and paralyzed commerce ?mow t h e  S t c t e s .  This 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  has  been recogni zed t o  r e s t  upon t h e  Fede ra l  Govermnent i n  

dec is ions  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  S u ~ r e m e  Court from those  o f  John U a r s h a l l  t o  t h e  

l a t e s t  by  J u s t i c e  F r m k f u r t e r .  

Speaking of t h e  discr imin&icns and r e t a l i a t i o n s  of t h e  S t a t e s  i n  

ma t t e r s  of commerce, John Marshal l  s a i d :  



"Those who f e l t  the  i n ju ry  a r i s ing  from t h i s  s t e t e  of th ings ,  
and those who were capable of estimating the influence of 
commerce on the  prosperi ty of nations,  perceived the  necessity 
of giving the  control  over t h i s  important subjact  t o  a s ing le  
government, It m y  be doubted, whether any of the  e v i l s  pm- 
ceeding from the  feebleness of the federa l  gmernmnt ,  con- 
t r ibu ted  more t o  t ha t  grent  revolution which introduced the  
present system, than the  deep an& general conviction, t h a t  
comerce ought t o  be r e g u l ~ t ~ d  by Congress. It is nat ,  
t h e r e fme ,  r a t t e r  ~f surpr i se ,  t ha t  the  grant should be a s  
extensive o s  the niischief, and should comprehend a l l  fore ign 
c~mmerce, and a l l  comerce arn~~ng the s ta t&.  To construo 
the  power so 3s to  i m p ~ i r  i t s  eff icacy,  would tend t o  defeat  
an object ,  i n  the  a t t a iment  of which the  Americzn public took, 
snd jus t ly  took, t h a t  s trong i n t e r e s t  which arose from a  f u l l  
comic t i on  of i t s  necessity." 

The g rea t  Chicf Tustice s~ doclared i n  defeating t he  contentions of 

young Roger Taney. But a s  the years wore on, Taney himself becme Chief 

Jus t i ce  by t h e  appointment of President  Jackson, and while he became one of 

the Nation's foremost champions of Ste.tesV Rights, Taney mote t h i s  grace- 

f u l  t r i b u t e  t o  Maroha l l~s  g rea t  decision t h a t  defeated him; 

"1 a t  t ha t  time persuaded myself tho t I was 
r i g h t  * * *. 

*But f u r t he r  and more mature r e f l e c t i on  hss  convinced 
me t h a t  the  r u l e  l a i d  down by the Supreme Court is a  jus t  
and s c f e  one, 2nd perhaps the best  t h a t  could have been 
adopted f o r  preserving the  r i gh t  of the United S t a t e s  on 
the  one hand, 2nd of the  s t c t e s  on the  other,  and ?revent- 
ing co l l i s i on  between them." 

Nothing b e t t e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  how the  keeping of our commerce f r e e  from 

obstruction r i s e s  above pzr t i san  differences than the  concurrence i n  t ha t  

endeavor of these  two greet  adversaries,  Taney and Marshall. They furnish  

cn inspir ing precedent f o r  our non-partisan e f f o r t  of today. 

Age has not impaired t he  power of the Const i tu t ional  prohibi t ion 

against  S t s t e  barr iers .  Less th?n two months ago I intervened t o  ask the 

Suprane Gourt t o  s t r i k e  down a  Florida s t a t u t e  p la in ly  intended t o  have 



t h e  e f f e c t  of a  l oca l  t c r i f f .  The Court spoke through MT. Jus t i c e  

Frankfurter who held t h a t  the  s t a t u t e  of Floridu was a  "calculated d i s -  

c r im in~ t i on"  ~ n d  t ha t  "it would not be easy t o  img ine  a s t a t u t e  more 

c lea r ly  designed than the  present  t o  circumvent what the  commerce e l l u se  

forbidsn and he declareu, "Such assumption of nat ional  powers by n Stn te  

has,  ever si nce mrch 12, 1827, been found t o  be i n  co l l i s i on  with the 

C o n s t i t ~ t i o n . ~  

A Federal administrat ion rwrire of i t s  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  w i l l  never 

l i g h t l y  throw Fedcrnl author i ty  ~ n d  pres t ige  i n to  con f l i c t  with the  

de l ibe ra te ly  adopted policy of m y  S ta te .  But wi th  a11 the  respec t  due 

one public au thor i ty  t o  another,  the  Federal au thor i ty  must m d  w i l l  uphold 

the  Const i tu t ional  mandate t h? t  c o m r c e  mong these  United S t c t c s  be free.  

We w i l l  continue t o  support p r iva te  l i t i g a n t s  and t o  take d i r e c t  ac t ion  i n  

the  courts  where necessary, wherever end whenever s predatory parochialism 

o r  a  l o c ~ l  p a r a s i t i c  i n t e r e s t  t r i e s  t o  f l ou r i sh  by obstructing the  general  

commerce among the  S ta tes ,  

I n  t h i s  case what is  good law is a l so  good business. The prosper i ty  

of fanners, t he  jobs of w o ~ * ~ e n ,  the  rcward .>f c sp i t a l  engaged i n  prcxluction, 

a l l  depend on the  ecce s s ib i l i t y  of mrke t s .  And it is  equally to  the ad- 

vantage of our consumers, f o r  only by f r e e  t r ade  mong the  S t e t e s  can the  

wide choice of products which come from our d ivars i f i ed  c l i m t e s  and s o i l s  

m d  condit ions be brought t o  our t ab les ,  our homes, and t o  the  support of 

our l i v i n g  standards. Onl-y by f r e e  t rade  mong the S t e t e s  ccn we na in t a in  

the  flow of raw mater ia ls  from our wide range of na tu rc l  resouroes t o  the  

places where the  h e r i c a u  w o r b n  may apply h i s  s k i l l .  Only by f r e e  t r ade  



mong t h e  S t a t e s  can c a p i t a l  e3g3:ce p r o f i t z b l y  i n  mass ~ r ~ d ~ ~ t i ~ n  and 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

It i s  not  t oo  nuch t o  say t h a t  t h e  high l i v i n g  s t ~ n d a r d s  of America, 

t h e  a v u i l ~ i b i l i t y  f o r  ou r  d a i l y  reeds  of t he  r l r i e d  p r ~ d u c t s  of t he  Nhtion 

ar,d t h e  mass productiori o f  07m i n d u s t i * ~  a r e  due to  t he  cons is tency  with 

which t h i s  count ry  has  p r s u e d  t h e  i d e c l  of f r e e  t r3de  nnong t h e  S tu t e s .  

It h a s  been t h a  A m r i c r n  com:erci?l  i d e r l  t h a t  ench workrmn, each 

farmer,  each producer should be s t imula ted  by  the kmwlodge t h a t  he n i g h t  

seek t h e  whole Nsjtion as h i s  r a r k e t  2nd s t m d  equal  wi th  a l l  c o ~ p e t i t o r s .  

Each Amr ican  hors  shanld knr)w t h e  whole Ph t ion  as i t s  t r e s s u r e  house from 

which i t s  needs n i c h t  be Sre t>ly  suppl ied.  Thst i d e a l  wa crinrot s a c r i f i c e  

t o  o se l f -de fea t ing  l o c d  se l f i shness .  

But over  rnd above ever, t h e  r e q u i r e m n t s  of bg th  our law , a d  our  

p r o s p e r i t y  a r e  o t h e r  vn lues  which w e  can  riot s h c r i f i c e .  Our s e c u r i t y  and 

our c u l t u r e  rest upon our  s ense  of u n i t y  &s one B a t i m  w i t h  one des t iny .  

It is no acc iden t  t h a t  t h e  people )f t h e  s s v e m l  Stcites ? re  :.ble t c  cons ider  

t h e i r  d i f f e r m c e s  of i n t e r e s t  -mit viewpoi!-!t i n  mace r.nd good w i l l .  Our 

phi losaphy of l o c a l  concession t 2  t h e  gewr.i l  q ~ o d ,  s ip rds sed  i n  t h e  

f t d e r a t i o n  of l o c a l  s o v e r t i g a t i e s  in 2 sirgle union, promises a c u l t u r e  of 

peace and p o d  w i l l  t h a t  is t h e  h 9 ~ t ?  of t h e  world. Pede ra t lon  is t h s  only  

technique by which l a r g e  m d  c o w m  i n t e r t s t s  of widely separa ted  pedple m y  

be u n i f i e d  wi thaut  the  e x t i n c t i o n  3f l o c a l  i n i t i e t i v e  and l o c a l  self-govern-  

nent .  Transfer  t o  a c e n t r e 1  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  prswer t o  dec ide  the r u l e  by 

which c o m e r c e  s h a l l  mme a m r g  t h e  parts is f i n ? m e n t e l  t o  t h e  success  of 

federation. We would h ~ p e ,  not f o r  s u l l e n  submission t o  t h i s  power, bu t  



r a t he r  f o r  i t s  acceptance a s  the  l3west p r ice  f o r  which we  can have the  

benef i t s  af na t iona l  unity. 

Ward economics is  ss d i s in tegra t ing  as  ward po l i t i c s .  We can not 

l e t  t r i b a l  i n s t i n c t s  c rea te  a sense of d iv i s ion  among u s  t ha t  would tend t o  

Balkanize h e r i c a .  Balkanisn, I suppose, is mwe a state of c;ind than a  

condition of geogra~hy.  No advantage which cornunity i s o l a t i o n  can promise 

could subs t i t u t e  f g r  our sense of na t iona l  uni ty ,  Ne can nc t  l e t  t r ade  

se l f i shness  o r  jealousy s e t  up l ega l  f r o n t i e m  i n  America where t rade  must 

ha l t .  Such pet ty  ba r r i e r s  have long s ince  proved t o  be not only economically 

f u t i l e  but a l s o  disas t rous  t o  peace and s o d  w i l l .  R i v d s  a l l  too e a s i l y  

become enemies. 

It must stir the blood of every American t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  we a r e  

among the  few who s t i l l  keep f a i t h  with t he  teachings of freedom and of 

goverment by reason and c o ~ s e n t .  Truly, a s  Bos iden t  Roosevelt has s o  

f i t t i n g l y  sa id ,  such a people have "a rendezvous with des t inymn We can 

keep it, not town by town o r  even S t a t e  by S ta te ,  but only a s  a s i ng l e  and 

undivided Nation. 


