70 DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLDTION

Jameptom, l.,_!., Fouruary 22, 1934,

By Robert H. Jackson

It is interesting % ses 30 nany wmconpromising conservatives
assenbled in memory of a revolution and to ses many who a year ago al-
aost shuddered at the thought of a nere change of administration gather-
ed hare %o comnerorate the birth of Washington, who overthrew the es-
teblished government by blood shed to give the Azerican of his day s
*Rew Deal®, It 18 one of those strangs traits of human nature that
very often thoge strongest for ancestral revolts are strongest against
present ones, thope most ardent for the first revolution are most cold
to the latest one.,

Yot thers is close relationship -—— a tlood relationship we
night say, betwesn all rsvolutions. A long train of atwses by govern~
nent is always follawed hy revolt. The violsnce of the revolution de~
pends on the length of time it has been delasyed, the severity with
which it has been suppressed and the force with which those abusing
power attempt to hold power. 1 dont just now think of a single success-
ful revolution in all history thet did not prove to be for the z0d of
=wankind., In general I favor the: all.

The Declaration of Independence elevated the doctrine of

rebellion to the dignity of & creed. As a state:eat of the right to



overturn aﬂy governnent that fersakes or oppresses its people, it has
inspired revolutionists cn‘ryvtﬁoro and 11 all later tiwes. It broke
upon the startled monarchs of Europe with the same effect that the doo-
trine of the Socislist International at Hoscow produced in industrial
or financial circles in Anerica. Furope was quick to see that a philo-
gsophy that would justify onme revolution could slways be invoked to sup-

port another.
Now what does this immortal Declaration of Independence, to

vhich you are committed by ancestral sacrifice and valor say about revo-

lution? I& says this -

*We hold these truths to be self-evidmmt, that all men
are crested equal, that they are mndowed by their Creator
with certain umalienable Rights, that sxong these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That ta sacure these
rights, Govermnents are insti tuted anong Men, deriving their
Juat powers from the consent of the governed, That whenever

Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, aad to
institute new Govermmunt, laying its foundation an such
principles and organising its powers in such form, as to them

4 which they are
vhen a lohg . sés and usulpations,
pyrsuing invapiahbly .th?mc Object evinces a design to re-

ce then nder abeolutg Despotism, it 1s thé{r rights, it is
eir duty, to throw off such Gov ?mt, and‘to provide new
Guards for their future security, <%

A few years later, however, these ssie forefathers who had
preached and practiced revolt wanted to set up a new and stahle govern-
aent, Their interest and their need in that enterprise was to provide

perazanence, to establish security, to prevent, so far as possible, revo-

lution or revolt. The radicals had become conservatives — they had op-

-2



posed oppression, now they were opposing snarchy. But they did not for-
get their lessons, They knew that elways and everywhere

*The old order changeth, ylelding place to new

ind God fulfils himself {n nany ways

Lest one good custom should corrupt the world."

So to provide for stability on the one hand end make roor for
chengze on the other, they resorted to the device of periodic alections by
the people, of the key nen of govermment. Election was not a new device,
but the use of it let popular will regularly overtum the governnent, was
a use of the device unknown to the nodern world. id{en had theretofore govern-
ed by the warrant of bruts stren;th or the accident of royel birth., Thus
your forefathers and ~ine sought to always keep sheed of revolution by
having an election, to overturn unpopuler, weak or corrupt governmants
by peaceful voting instead of by riotin;. They legalized and systeratised
revolution, they sought to reach peraanence through change,and stability
through uncertainty.

The government should {teelf endure, but admninistration should
come and go. It has worked pretty well as husan devices averege, for al-
most a century and a half., Only once have re known armed reballfion in
that time whils France in 150 years since they cut off the Royal Head of
His Host Christian !lajesty, K'ng Louie XVi, has had three kinzs, two
eunporers and three reputlica es well as & directorate and & ro- :une, and
every chanpce has witnessed -ore or less bloodshed.

At no tie in history was the expedieant of peaceful revolution
through election more useful than in 19%2. 411 rations have pussed through
gifficult ti~es in the post four yearx of depressicn, unoerploy:ent and

deztruction of those vaiues whith men and wonen have sacrificed to create

.



and save, As alwxys befors rewdlution the conservative class, sxcept in
rare administrations, is nost influmtial in govermmentel affairs, has
suffered great diseredit, Suceessive revelations of corruption, exploi-
tation, or betrayal of trust in high places have destrvyed confidence in
tha conservative. Krsuger, the Scandinarian, Lowenstein, the Balgium,
Stinnes, theGermsn, Stavisky of France, Insul, Wiggin and Mitchell in
Amsrica, have given tho‘puhlio a sad succession of shocks as to the

morsl integrity and the intellectual superiority of ruling classes. Every
emeller country and cormunity has had its lesser Kreugers and Wiggins.

All of thia broke upon peoples nade hysterical and hateful by
a world war. Statesmen of the 0ld tradition had bheen ousted by a Labor
Government in Fngland, the stronz Hohenzollemn dynasty had fled Germany,
the Hapsburzs had fellen in Austris end Spatn, a dictator rvled in Italy,
wvhile stranze and bloody figures held the ancient Krazelin in Moscow and
rules Russia, 0ld countries like Austria-Bwmgzary were diseembered, new
ones like Poland, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia had bsen established or
reestablighed, vast territories l'ke Alssce Lovrsine had been transferred
to governient of alien speech and race.

Upen background such as this cane in 1928 the collapse of the
econonic systen in which the peoples of all countrtes had invested their
savings, by which the workmen of all nations were fed and sheltered and
cled,

Some nations have deslt with the resulting unrext with "gtrong"
weagures, The outcone of this "strong® policy of stubborn conservatives
hes ~ade charming Hevanna a hloody sha:bles, changed beautiful Paris to a

scene of riot and revolt, while gay Vienna gives up the waltzr for wariu. ¢
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and the Elue Danube is made red with blood, And Axerica, too :ade a
hegitant effort at suppresgion and our omn beautiful cepitol city wite
nessed soldiers shooting at ex-goldiers during the late days of the
Roover regime. We were far on the road to hloodshed in our owmn cowuntry.

At this oritichl tine in our affairs the principle of lawful
ravolution at the ballot box saved us from wmlawfuvl and violant efforts
to change & governzent that hsd becowe wmpopular, weak and ineffective.
The peaceful transafer of governmental control froz the reactionary
Hoover edmipistretion to the lideral Roomsevalt ecdninistration was the
great exanple of ronstl tutionsl revolution, and the outstanding Justi-
fication of a legel systen far overtbmw of sovernnent.

This peaceful change has ughsred ‘nto office the nost powar-
ful sdrinistrstion of 'y tize., VYhere preceding cdninistraticns were
chacked cnd balenced and stalled by oppos!tion w!thin their om party
this one noves on fron tuetsure to aeasure w'th a scfe perlismentary
najority of 1ta owm polftical party end pretty genernl support in the
party of opposition.

8ome timid people, rho have g0 long seen hesitation where they
now gee ocoursze, vho ere accugsto-ed to confue'on ind cpposition and now
see leadorship &nd cooperation, cry out shout a "dictetorsghip.®

i always thoucht It vas the firest cuty of & governrent to
covern. 1 thank Goc¢ thet we heve a new governwent suff‘2’ently popular
to be rrante” leadershipy encd couregeous enough to teke it snd to teke res~
ponsibility for our salvation. Not for enything would ° 3es thlg country
turn back to "govern:emt by chatter.”

Yherein does thig ad«inistretion differ in its philosophy fron
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the preceding ones? It is tod‘oarly to uﬁ@ the effort of each specific
1easure, The full import of some of these will take years to appraise
and generstions will be affected by them, Difficulties of sdn‘nistre-
tion by newly snd quickly set up agencies, may tend to obscure the real
purpose of some laws. ‘Nor is this the tine or place % argue the polis-
ical issues raised by various features of the administration progran.

But 1t is sppropriate at my time or place that the underlying philosephy
of the governing party be discussed.

The fear most often expressed by the conservative 1s that the
new governasnt will destroy %*rugged individualisu® through its extending
help to the citiszsen and through the many mesasures for his protection.
From Ogdem iiills dowm through the ranks the oppositiom is concerned lest
the government do too much for its citizens and too far taks over ~snage-
nent of interests heretofore called private.

I am ryself an individualist of the school of Emerson, Self
raliance, self help and independence of other people I balieve to be the
basis of character and essential to success.

But this creed of self reliance has been in the past century
perverted shd nisused, It has becons a credd of exaggersted selfishness
and exploitation., True individualis: would teach that a nam should have
the product of his labor, so as to have an incentive to lator. The nodemn
application of it is thet a few "en should have all they ~ake and alse
all they can get from others through exploitings either the employer rels-
tion, or the investor relation. That is not individualis., that s it-
self destruction of individualianm.

Those who are now preaching that the govern:ent will break dowm
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the initiative of the individval YLy assuning his burdems, have been false
in the past to the faith they profess. Those who protest a Federal subsidy
to our achool districts to build school houses have never been heard to
protest Federal subsidies to shipping companies or to air Sransport companies.
Those who weant to stop unemployed relief boca;;o e few poor beggars get
food or ghelter by fraud, shout that the President is unjust whem he can-
cels air mail contracts obtained by shady dealings and evidenced hy cor-
respondence that is destroyed as soon as called for dy the SBenate. Thogse
same people who thinmk it unoonstitutional for the government to try to
protect a hone owner from loss of his hone have for years advocated a pro-
tective tariff to protect industrialists from competition. They say re-
lief to women and children is denoralizing but they never object to having
the business of the country demoralized by R. F. C. loans fron the zovern-
ment., The fact is thet these "rugged individuali{sts" ere more rugged than
individualist. Their philosopny never stood in the way of a subsidy —
provided they got it.

But they say the cost of caring for our own people in distress
is terrible — and go it is. But they never safd a word about the cost
of feeding Belgians and French or of sending fabulous su:s to Furopean
netions which has not been repaid.

And congervatives like Je-es *. Beck, as "if the jovern-ent can
£0 into a little tailor ahop and tell hi~ what he may charge for press-
‘ng trousers, where (s our liberty?® But vhat about the govern~ent po-
‘nto your home and takingz your boy to be sent {nto a foreign war. It

elways seewned to ne thet when the constitution stretched far emoupgh to

cover & selective draft law for foreign service there was not emough left



of our traditional "liberty* to talk about. Is our gold better protact-
84 than our boys so that the governnent cannot call for gold but can
for the youth?

There is sn individualism of the wildernass and the frontier.
It was based on brute streagth — a relentless survival of the f{{test.
There is also an lndividua.lim of organized society where ones acts &
not begin and end w»ithin hinself slone. The frontier individualist,
with a trusty gurm and & strong arn can work out his own salvation, But
where food snd shelter and clothing and sducetton end opportunity all
depand on an exchange of work for wages, and then an exchangze of weges
for commodities, individualiam hes a di fferent ~eemning,

1n ite ner surroundings the individuvalis: of the wilderness
had run amack. It urged people to work end them geve thex no jobs, it
urged ther to save and let their savince he wiped out by benk f{silures,
foreclosures and fellinpg velues. The thrifty <am with ho-e half naid
for cane out in the sa e position ag the spendthrift who never tried to
tuy & home. They stood in the breas line together, the idle and the
industrious, the thrifty and the extravagzant., if thet does not destroy
the incentive to work then what would?

The work of this adninistration has been {n the direction of
releasin: the enervies of & despairing snd hopeless people.

i1l +en quit savin: becsuse their savings are now guaranteed
and protected in all of our banke go they are sure not td lose then?
lsn't it a greater incent.ve to thrift than before?

Will people quit workin,: to buy homes because the rovernnent
ateps in to help seve them in depresg.on?

#ill en quit tryiny to becore incdependent just becsuse s now



geocurities law makes it -0re dl‘ngoroun for tharks to sell them fake
sacuri ties?

To aak these questions is to answer them. 1 lmow -any ~easures
hurrisdly takun.by the administration, are se far inadequate, ~amy are
{mperfect, sone have besn defactively adninistered but every step has
been in the direction of encouraging in our people an industrious and
self disciplined life, ‘a.nd toward releaging their energies fro- bondage
to fear and their talents or strength froa exploitation.

Is individualism endangered?

Not while one's eyes see while those of another nerely look,
not while one hand is quick and another alow, not while one 1ind grasps
what another :1isges. The road togportunity is not closed. No administra-
tion ever reached out and sought its helpers avony such young =en, or so
disregarded social position or fi.nanciel situation. It has sought ~en
wvho know, ~en who have studied, ~en who are intellectuaslly prepared. The
nope of the United States 18 that out of hwible hones, unknown to e: ther
fa-e or wealth, will coue nen and women who will prepare the~selves and
zrow to a nastery of industiry and politica. No ad: nistration ever by
precept and exanple gave the: .ore encourage:ent to try out new fields,
to experiment, to heve open ninds, to throw off old traditions and hlaze
trails of their own, if this era does not relessea un unsuspected flow of
new eneryy and enterpriss, I shall fail as a prophet.

There have been desth blows deslt -~ there &+ be ~o+e., But
they %111 not be dealt to individuslism, nor to liberalisg -, 10~ even to

honest conservatis:. They &re deslt to [svoritis. ’a ad.intagtration of

the law, to economic explo:tat.on. The dead ave those who have sOSEKQAM,

~9-



turn governnent to their own purposes. Thomas Curtis Clark has ‘described

then -~

"We are the dead — who wers too deaf to hear
The Cries of justice — what had we to fear?
We scorned the law; we were too blind to see
That all are slaves unless all en ars frees

Now we are dead.

We ars the dead: our kingdom built on lust

For gold and power is prostrate in the dust;

Our glory fades, our barmers now are furled.

New daya are hers, a vision wakes the world
And we are dead.®



