‘CHAIRMAN FARLEY: I am now happy to present to you
the Hon. Robert H. Jackson, of Jamestown, N, C., Assistant Attorney-
General of the United States. {(Applnuse)

| MR, JACKSON: Lndies and gentlemen of the Democratic
Party: I am proud to share with the great field marshsl of the
>Democfatic Party the pnrivilege of reporting to you something of the
hopes and the accomplishments of the National Administration in
Washington,

It 1s sppropriate thet the Nationrl Administration
should be considered here becausc New York State has been the very
cradle of progressive, liberal and humaniterian democracy. That
cradle hos been rocked by three great governors, and it has been
an inspiration to the party throughout the nation to throw off the.
forces of reactlon’'and to nmove toward a progress that would have sig—

nificance to the average man.,
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- We might return to the Republicans the taunt
which they passed to us in 1904, Our candidate for Presldent
in that year had been a Judge, and unlike some Judges did not
campaign while on the bench, The result was that his views
were unknemn, The Republican candidate was a Roosevelt --
Theodore Roosevelt, And in placing him in nomination, Senator
Beveridge taunted us with the unknown views of our candidate
by saying, "No mystery was ever elected President of the
United States and none ever will be", (Applause) Senator
Beveridge 1is still right!”

The Republican Party have so far advanced no
program except to criticise, The party had no policy while 1t
was in offlce, It has no policy now, So you see it has held its
own, |

It claims now to have learned a new wisdom, a
wisdom that 1t did not have while in office; to have gained
a cohesion that it didn't have in office, because no progran
that 1t ever presented in natlional affairs was supported by uore
than a factlion of the last Congresses.,

We face a campalgn, a campaign that was begun
in anger, a campalgn that really began when one of the great
business men of thls country advised business men who were offended
at the Admlinistratlon to gang up to beat Roosevelt, That cam-
palign began in anger led on to histeria,

When at Cleveland, former Presldent Hoover sumioned

the Republican party to what he called, "A Holy Crusade for
Liberty,"
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And the cllmax of the campaign 1s delirium, becauseas
1t nmoved ffom Hoover to Knox, it moved from hystecria to delirium.
Mr. Knox' suggestion that the savings banks of this country and
the insurance companies of this country Were no longer safe can
only be attributed to an overwrought mind which recalls the year
1932 and forgets that four ycars have passed. (Applause)

Iouuare offered a campaign of Americanism, Amerl-
canlsm based on the philosophy of Mr. Hearst, a philosophy which
hands you Fasclsm wrapped in the flag.

My friends, it 1s sald that some laws have been
held unconetitutional, which were laws sponsored by the New Deal
and for that reason it 1s sald that in the New Deal 1s an element
alien to Amerlcan life. Let us turn then to Kansas and see what
it is thét 1s offered to us by way of substitute. I find that
’Governor Landon has sustained at the hands of the Supreme Court
of the State of Kansas recverse after reverse, that his record
parailels very closely the rccord of the New Deal. Statute after
statuté that he has proposed has been stricken down. On the 7th
6f July, 1934, thc Supreme Court of the State of Kansas considered
a séhool act which had beén passed with the signature of the
Governor, and the‘Supremc Court used this language I quote;

"The plan of classification was burlesqued .." and
1t sald, Y"COrudely or cunningly conceived specigl laws, masquer-
ading as general laws, are continually coming before thils court.
As a plece of legislation, the act is a travesty and the Judg-

ment of unconstitutionality is affirmed.!
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That, my friends, was the language of the Supreme
Court of the State of Kahsas.

And then we are told that &here is a philosphy now
offered to us, a philogphy of pay as you go, and I call your at-
tention to the fact that that philosphy has come into conflict with
the courts in the State of Kansas. A law was introduced, passed
and signed by the Kensas Governor, authorizing the State of Kansas
to borrow some $200,000 from the R. F. C. Corporation. This was
early in the Landon administration, and the Supreme Court of Kansas
said this: I quote: "These provisions of our Constitution make 1t
clear that from the foundation of the State, the mandate of the
Constitulon has prescribed a fiscal policy of pay as you ro, SO
far as current expenseg of the State m~overnment are concerned,

The consequence, saild the Court, obvious and inescapable, 1is that
gsince the State debt authorized by Section 8 is already in excess
of a million dollars, no further indebtedness can be created,"

Now, my friends, I don't want to detract from the
record or the claims of Governor»Landon to be a prudent and thrifty
rentleman, but I gumrest to you that very early in hils administration
the courts m~ave him a preat deal of assistance in formulating that
policy.

Then,’shortly later, a moratorium act was passed by
the Kansas Lepislature, which authorized the Governor to proclaim an
extension of time on mortsage foreclosures. The Governor did so,
and this 1s what the Supreme Court of that State said about his act.

"We conclude that what the Governor was delepated to
do and 4did attempt to do was lesislative in character and the power
was entirely unauthorized under our separately constituted
functions of rovernment, and thercfore unconstitutional."

I would not surpest to you thet the Governor of
Kansag was attempting to Eecome a dictator, but I do say to you that
the charge upon which the Republicans base their clalms that Mr.
Roosevelt exercised unauthorized power, is based upon a declsion

very much like that of the Supreme Court of Kansas in the case of
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the Kansas Governor,
Now, the problem of Governor Landon d4id not begin to

compare with the problem that faced President Rooseveld,
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I wonder if you realize the magnitude of the
Roosevelt problem compared with the Landon problem, Do you
know that the budget of the State ofKansas is about $7, 500,000,
and that the budget of the City of Schenectacy, New York, is
$7,000,000? We would hardly think of rurining the Mayor of
Sohenectady for President of the United States solely upon
the ground that he balanced the Schenectady budget. (Applause)

And then, my friends, the total public umcnies
spent in the State of Kansas in 1935 were 76% supplied by
the Federal Government, and only 24% supplied by the State of
Kansas and 1ts municipalities. ( Applause)

It may be true, as our friends have charged,
that President Roosevelt has not yet balanced his budget. But

hne certalnly haslbalanoed;Governor Landon's, (Applause)

Now the Cleveland prograun, the platform that
the Republicans adopted in C(Cleveland, proolaims (and I quote
its language) "America is in peril" «- and it closes by inviting
éllnAmericans to 4 defense of American institutions, I suggest
to you that their call to the defense of American institutions
is four years too late, American instlitutions had already
been saved, and saved by‘President Roosevelt, (Applause)

Now let us see what American institutions have
been saved by President Roosevelt, This insidlous and subtle
charge of unAmericanism, ny friends, 1s not an honest charge,
It 1s the velled effort to bring into this caumpalign issues
which they don't dare mention above thelr breath.

I have always believed that one of the insti-
tutions that was an American institution was the American houe
and fireside. (Applause) Now, what has happened to the American
home and fireslide? I ask you to go back to 1932, There was not
a nortgaged hone nor an American fireside that owed a debt
that didn't stand in danger of loss by foreclosure, I know of

nothing that so opens Auericans to the agitations of unAmerican
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people as to héve great numbersg of our people swept away fron
thelr own firesides;

Did the Republic Party dé'one thing to stop
the subtle assault that was being made upon American hones
by the econouic forces of deflaticn and dlsater? Lif they
dild so, I hope they will cxll our attention to it; because it
was ovérlooked in ny county;

Under the Home Owners' Loan Corporation Aduminis-
tration, the forces of the United States cane to the ald and
to the rescue of the Amerlcan home, (Appiause) It not only saved
nortgaged houes but 1t arrested the epildeuwlc of foreclosures
which had thrown a shadow upon the value of every houe, whether
1t was umortgaged or note

Let us move on to the American savings account,
an institution pecullarly American., Was there one thing done
by the last Republican Administration to make your savings
account safe? Think back o the fhird of #March, 1932, for
your answer, " The savings accounts of the United States
today are insured and protected by a law passed by a Democratic
Adminigtration, a law Which had been opposed by the Governor
of Kansas, And I cannot for the life of me learn why.
(Applause) |

Were the Awmerican banks American institutions?
Have they not been recapitalized, opened and made sound?
Were the American raillroads Aumerican institutions? Were they
not saved from foreclosure? And if you doubt that they are
prosperous, try to get a reservation.

‘Was the American farm an American institution?
You know as well‘as I do that thfoughout this State and
throughout the United States, farm forcclosures have threatened
the very stability of counties; that in many places inAthis
country the faruers were so enraged'that they were attending

foreclosure sales with a rope to be used if occasion warranted,



The Farn Credit Administration and the AgrluuL‘LJ;¢
program of this Administﬁation restored the purchasing power
of the farmers and did more than any single thing, perhaps, to
bring back into this country the prosperity of our cities,.
Because there can be no reasonsble doubt that the great
restoration of farm purchasihg power in the West did wore
than any single thing to revive the automobile industry,

I ask you whether American youth is an Auerican
institution? Where did the Republlce Aduinistration leave
Anerican youth four years ago? The night that Mr. Roosevelt
was 1naugurated,/AMericah youth, out of jobs, was wondering
our gtreets 1n idleness =-- and idleness leads to mischief,
Mischief leads to downfall, The great program of the
Civilian Conservation Camps was put through by the Democratic
Adninistration in the first days of that troubled Congress.,
#nd oftvall of the achievements of tlhils Administration, that

is one of the foremost and most worthy, (ApplauseL



And when they tell you that the youth of this land is
being burdened by this Administration, Just compare the condition
of the youth of thils 1land as it was in that fateful night of March,
1933, when power changed hands at Wrshington, with the conditinn
thet 1t 1s in today.

Americen industry wes rescucd from the dAownward
spiral thot was closing our factories and throwing our men, 1ldle,
upon the streets. Reconstruction Finance Corporntion lcans were
nade to bring torether aganin the Job and the man. If there 1s any-
thing un-Aﬁerican about that program, I would like to have themn point
out specificeally what it is,

Then, again, American labor was in the position of
Alsadvantage, where 1t hnd been left by adminlstrations of Republicén
control.. Collzctive barmaining, the right to organilze, the right
to git across the table and have gomething to say nbout the conditions
under which labor should boe renderel, wasg assured to the Americen
laborer. And, if there 1s anything un-Americen sbout that program,
why don't they noint out what it is. (Applausc)

T can't o throupgh the long 1list of achievements.

I might mention the Securlty Exchange Act -- the act which does one
simple thing: it requires that a man who wants to sell his securities
to the American public must tell the truth. And that nct, my friends,
aroused one of the strongest lohbles in opposition that cver vigited
Weshington, Ana, if telliﬁg the truth is un-American, then we stand
indicted. But, I submit that telling the truth is not stranger to

- the Americen citizenship ~- however strange it may be regarded in

some high ounrters of our opposition,

Now, what of thec future? I want to ask you whether
you want to do thls: Upon the statute bocks of the natlon have becn
written these many acts -- ncts which put 1into nracticnl operation
hunmanitarian purposes and plans. Do you want to turn those children,
those children of this age, over to a step-mother who hates them?
That is what thc Republicnns propose to do -- to sten in and take

charge of the verious reformg which have heen accomplished. You know
what would happen,
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Let us look, for exaﬁpié, at the plan for Sociel
Security as a speclfic instance of the constructive statesuanghip
of the Republican Party. I want to say to you in all fairness
that I believe the present Social Security Act is 1in nany
respects inadequate; that as time goes on it willl be amended,
it will be improved, 1its aduinistration will be strengthened.
‘I have no“quarrél with any man who brings fofWard a plan by
which that Act, experimental of course, is strengthened and
benefited,

But we face a situation in this country where
technical progress in the means of production have brought us
plenty, and comfort, and surplus, as a people, &nd yet, we
have indifiduals who face want, Who dwell in sluus, Wwho
lack opportunity, because the benéfits of our collective

prosperity have not adeuqately reached the individual.



It iS.thé‘philOSOth of President Roosevelf and
of Governor Lehman that 1% 1s possible in this world of ours
to spare tﬁe individual something'df the arbitrariness and cruelty
of this system, and 1t 1is §he1; phiiosphy further that the best
friend of our present industriéllsystem is the man who would rid
it of its ruthiessness and 1ts cruelty. (Applauae)
| #c have heard Governor Landon's dlsdlission of
;soéiélvsecurityx We have rcad with great interest and some amaze-
‘ment hie promises of nore benefits at less cost, but, says the
Governor wisely, "I want to walt, I want to walt until I have a
plan of finanelng that there will be no objection to." Then,
says the cautious Governért:"l have thought about this for a
year and a half and I haven't the answer yet." |
Now I submit to you in all falrness that if Govern-'
or Landon has studied a year and a half to find a way of financing
goelal securlty and he has: no answer yet, he is nct the man to
look to for an answer. (Applause)
| Our handicapped people, our unemployed and our
aged are Justified in asking the old Scriptural question, "How
long, O Lord, how long?®
| You know that back of these high-sounding promizcs
and back of this great concern for a sound financial plan, there
lies only a plan to strike down and to blight the progress that has
already been made toward bringing something of sccurity to old
age, to the unemployed and fo handicapped people. (Appiaﬁse) You
know thatﬁthe:ansWérttQ that plan is the reelection of Franklin
D, ROosévelf and Herbert Lehman. (Applause)

. . It is in that faith that our party proposes to you
to go forward under the leadership that has already demonstrated
1tg fidelity to the interésts of thé&aVGPage man. As we face
‘this campaign, bitter and hysterical, I can think of nothing
better to suggest as a keynote to a e¢losing than the words of

Rudyard Kipling in a very serious hour when everything about
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geemed ailfficult and trying and he gave to his people the advice
which I now offer to you, ﬁy Democratic friendst

®The old coﬁmandments stand; “

In courage keep your haarts,

In strength 1ift up your hands," (Applause)



