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I f e e l  r e a l l y  needed here tonight - t o  defend the m m r y  of 

An&ew Jackson as  a man of the people. With these $50 and $100 

dinners he is in  danger of gett ing tho nam of being our most ex- 

pensive Democrat. It shows what a marvelous pol i t ic ian he was when 

h i s  nams can be used t o  ra i se  campaign funds a century a f t e r  b~ l o s t  

a l l  power t o  appoint anybody to  anything. 

I have pondered on the reason why h i s  memory w i l l  cheer deno- 

c ra ts  so long a f t e r  h i s  death choered h i s  enemios. I think it may 

hove been h i s  creod. He believed, with a f ight ing f a i t h ,  i n  a repub- 

l i c =  f o r m  of government , completely controlled by Democrats. 

My peoplo wem among the i l l-clad, ill-housed and ill-nourished 

of Andrew Jackson's day. Before 1800 they had l e f t  the soaboard corn- 

munitie s vf New York and Connecticut , where I suppose they were more 

or l e s s  misf its, md struck out across tha mountains. Along the sparsely 

se t t led  and challenging headwaters of the Allegheny - still in  debt t o  

eastern land speculators and facing great privation - they found i n  

Andrew Jackson the i r  champion. 

They attached themselves t o  h i s  cause and t o  h i s  doctrine with 

an almost rel igious intensi ty  which ran through the generations. This 

attachrosnt b p t  us always Democrats. It meant, i n  time, tha t  i n  tha t  

western country we became a scornod minority, overwhelnmd by tho newer 

Republican party, born of tho idealism of Lincoln and now spending i ts 

s e n i l i t y  as a pensionor of g r ~ a t  woalth. 



For three long gon~ra t ions  LO matter who was the no~iinirll 

candidate of the Demcratic party, mcst of its followers have v(~tc2d 

fo r  Andrew Jackson. Leaders might be inconsistent, they might 

blunder, they might do anything, but so long a s  vre could soo men  

a f a i n t  t race of Old Hickory i n  ou r  candidate we were content t o  

follow l o s t  causes, We lived i n  f a i t h  thet  another mun sumo day, 

l i f t i n g  h i s  bamer from the common ram, would catch f i r e  from his 

sp i r i t .  Our f a i t h  was just i f ied,  for  tha t  m w  chanyioc cam i n  

Franklin B l m o  Roosevelt, 

Jackson was a p r t y  man. And he knew t h t  victory fo r  a 

po l i t i ca l  principle can corn only if the party tha t  advocates it 

is a loyal  and self-disciplined group. He was called a dictator ,  

because of h i s  insistence tha t  thoso who wore the nsm of his  party 

stand faithf'ul t o  its doctrine, He m o t e  h i s  version of party 

cohesion t o  Blair  i n  1840 when tb Independent Tre6.sury B i l l  v i m  

being fought by the f inancial  in te res t s  of h i s  day. 

Yl?.he Democratio msabers me expected t o  sit liko 
brave m n  who hold tho softtty and p r p t u i t y  of our 
republican systom i n  the i r  hands and who are r e l i e d  
on t o  die a t  tlaoir posts before tlmy w i l l  deliver up 
the ship t o  tho ornay.@ 

Andrew Jackson was thct f i r s t  Amrican po l i t i ca l  1cndt.r t o  

seck h i s  support m n g  a l l  the p o p l e ,  many theh newly onfrmchisod 

through abolit ion of property qualifications fo r  voting, 

Jackson brought the workingman of the c i ty  ixto our party. 

Jefferson was sure only of a dgmocracy of independent farmers. 5 2  

was not sure tha t  poor people of great c i t i e s ,  l ike our p%:t ci ty ,  



had the character or idealism t o  tala3 the i r  places beside the f m r  

i n  making democracy work. He was actual ly  afraid thoy might destroy 

democracy. 

Jackson beliuved i n  new York City, and b u i l t  it into h i s  

democratic alliance. This f a i t h  l a id  the foundation f o r  that  triumphant 

idoalism of c i t y  Democrats with which Senator Wa-r and h i s  a l l i o s  

onactod Now York Sta te ' s  pionoer program of soc ia l  leg is la t ion  -- 
logis lat ion which has pro scrvod donocracy. 

For t h a t  f a i t h  i n  ths working man of the c i t y  hs was called a 

*rabble rouser." But r e a l  Denocrat s l ike  Andrew Jackson do not think 

of the i r  neighbors, the workman, the f-r, the l i t t l e  merchant o r  the 

-11 manufacturer as being a "rabble." They think of those humblo 

people a s  k i n g  the f l e s h  and bone of democracy. 

In tha t  s p i r i t  Old Hickory originated the plain spoken aypoal t o  

the minds and Mar t s  of simple mn, who want t o  l ivo and l o t  livo. Ho 

callod a spa* a spade. No succossful Loader of democratic g o v o r w n t  

has ovor departod from h i s  nmthod, just a s  no succossful party has over 

bcen asharrtcd t o  f ind  i ts  following among Jackson's and Lincolnts 

comon people. 

Old Hickory took t h i s  malleable new electorate ,  and a century 

ago f o r s d  the party h whose name we m e t  tonight. Most of the rmn 

who scorned h i s  humble origin,  h i s  lack of learning and h i s  solicitude 

f o r  hmble people, have turned t o  dust while h i s  passionate and simple 

soul goes narching on through history. 

Jackson not only forgod the mchanim of a party, but he 



forged a political philoso'phy without v?hich no po l i t i ca l  party 

can keep its hold upon the popla .  That po l i t i ca l  @ilasoyhy is 

as v l r i l o  today cs it was a century a@. By it om par ty  livas; 

without it our plrty would perish, just as the Ropublf cun party 

has p r i s b d  Wcawe it abandoned Lincoln. 

Jackeon hammed ou-t his f a i t h  w i t h  tha groat  mney 

mnopoly of his day - tho Bank of tb.o Unitod S t a b s  - as tho sllvj-I-, 

Tho Bank domnnded rochartex, and romwdl of its oxcltlsivc m i v i -  

lo@s in  comoction wfth thu f inmoc s of' tho g o v u m n t  , ,md 

gancral bonking pavrers tkroughout tho nation. Jackson in a r ins ing  

veto th row down thc: challongc of the naw d~nacracy, 

Against a denocracy of m m Z 1  business  -wn, ~~orlii-n, w*! 

farmers, he saw in  tliis struggle the alliance .that 1ersist;s t o  

th i s  day between 8 g g x e s S i ~  fWaneial power, subservient po l i t i -  

cal pawer and a controlled publ ic i ty  Tower. 

M1 of tho ncttiona.11-y Ixom -press of his  day was <;ah~st 

hisn exmpt throe papers. Ho had nothing with which t o  answw back - 
no radio - not e v m  n ~ W S  MOZ. ThO d o c t ~ i m s  02 simple mn, how- 

over, can spread by word of nouth. 

When the pmss could not scaro bin, Nicholas BiCdlo, tG: 

Prcsidont of thc; Wk, b o w  to use t h ~  financijl 3 o w r s  of tb3 

Bank  to  scaro Jackson, Suroly a pmic tvould scam Jac'cnon. 3ut 

Jackson didn't scare, 



*I am no t  i n  any panic," he wrote t o  Van Euren, and he charged 

the  Bank with "an attempt t o  fo rce  a r e -char t e r  by means o f  a publ ic  

d i s t r e s s  o f  i ts own creat ion,"  Biddle showed h i s  p lans  i n  h i s  

l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  f r iends .  He wrote t h a t  "nothing but  the  evidence o f  

su f fe r ing  abroad w i l l  produce any e f f e c t  i n  Congressft an6 "our o:lly 

s a f e t y  is  i n  p u r s u i n ~  a s t e a e  course of  firm r e s t r i c t i o n . "  There- 

fo re  he c a l l e d  loans which threw small business Inen i n t o  bankruptcy 

aud workmen ou t  o f  jobs. 

The people d id  not know o f  these  conf iden t i a l  l e t t e r s  but  they 

saw the  fo rces  cn e i t h e r  s i d e ,  they  passed t h e  word from mouth t o  

mouth, and wi th  sound i n s t i n c t  they  judged between Jaciison and n i s  

enemies. 

Thus beban t h e  ep ic  s t rugg le  between p r i v a t e l y  con t ro l l ed  

organized f inance  and publ ic ly  cont ro l led  organized government. 

Thus was born t h e  philosophy of  today's Democratic Par ty .  

There is  a s t o r y  t h a t  s h o r t l y  before the  F r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  

Biddle warned Jackson t h a t  he had the  power t o  de fea t  him f o r  P r e s i -  

dent.  "Then," s a i d  the  old war r io r ,  "you have too damned lliuch power." 

Pihether t h i s  s to ry  is s t r i c t l y  t r u e  does not matter.  What 

mat ters  is  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  head o f  the Democratic P a r t y  was jus t  t h e  

kind of  man who would have made jus t  t h a t  kind of answer. 

Cer ta in  i t  i s  t h a t  l a t e r  Biddle r ep l i ed  with scorn t o  p r o - l o ~ a l  

t h a t  he run f o r  President .  Said the  g rea t  banker, "as t o  Eere Fo-,m, 

I have been f o r  years  i n  t h e  d a i l y  exerc ise  o f  rnore personal  a c l t b r i t y  



than any President habi tual ly  en joys. "d t o  t ha t  arrogant boast 

r ings  Jackson's challenge, "Then you hate too damned much power,n 

The s impl ic i ty  of l i f e  that  characterized Andrew Jackson's 

day has disapgeared, and with it the  s i n p l i c i t y  of t he  r e l a t i ons  

between government and business. The l i f e  of h i s  day could f a i r l y  

well be served i n  t he  main by such e f f o r t  a s  individuals could put 

forth.  Therefore Andrew JacksonVs simple remedy was t o  keep power 

away from corporations, He declared: 

"Unless you check t h i s  s p i r i t  of monopoly and 
t h i r s t  f o r  exclusive pr ivi leges ,  you w i l l  f ind t ha t  
the  most important powers of government have been 
bartered away, and control  over your dearest  i n t e r -  
e s t s  has passed i n to  the  hands of those  corporation^.^^ 

But today the demands of a higher standard of l i v ing  can be 

met only by pooled resources o f  many people. The corporation, a s  a 

means of pooling resources t o  serving our  demands must be used, and 

fostered. We need only t o  look about us  i n  the  l i f e  of t h i s  great  

c i t y ,  t o  see how f a r  t h e  service you and I expect from day t o  day has  

surpassed the  pos s ib i l i t y  of individual  e f fo r t .  

So our new problem is not one of denying o r  destroying power 

but one of proportioning the  grant  of power t o  t h e  service t o  be 

returned -- one of  adjus t ing t he  exercise of power by organized busi- 

ness to  ends jus t ly  served by organized government. 

Our problem has  become one o f  greater  delicacy,  one of sca le  

and proper balance, one of ten  o f  impersonal and intangible  fo rces ,  

one t o  be solved with technical  knowledge and i n  a s p i r i t  of neces- 

sary  coopera tion. 



I n  today's world - a world of economic maladjus-tments imper- 

f ec t l y  understood - American government and American business each 

need badly a l l  o f  the  goodwill and a b i l i t y  the  other  has f o r  mutual 

protection aga ins t  a s e l f i s h  minority reckless enough t o  destroy both 

of  them. By and large  t he  goodwill is  there - most men of  today i f  

they f a i l  i n  doing the  r i gh t  thing f a i l  only because they do not know 

what t o  do. I n  our business world the  Nicholas Biddles are  few, and 

an administration successor t o  Andrew Jackson's administration wisely 

works on t h a t  assumption. 

But against  the Nicholas Biddles who do ex i s t  i n  t h i s  genera- 

t i on  - who prefer  the  s a t i s f ac t i ons  of Fower to  t h e  sa t i s fac t ions  of  

goodwill - the answer of any democratic administrat ion that  respects  

i t s e l f  and t h e  people who t r u s t  it i s  Andrew Jackson's answer. 

H i s  f a i t h  be our f a i t h ,  h i s  people our people, But by the  

Eternal ,  as  he would say, h i s  enemies be our enemies. We can never 

l e t  the  people down i f  we do not l e t  Andrew Jackson down. 


