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There are particular reasons why I am grateful for this
opportunity to speak tonight to the Young Democratic Club of New York
and this gathering of well-wishers,

Other speakers have referred to the honor conferred‘upon me
by nomination for the high office of Solicitor General of the United
States, The Solicitor General is the chief advocate for public causes
before the Supreme Court of the United States. The office is probably
the only office every lawyver happy in the work of his profession covets.

If, however, the Senate takes a charitable attitude toward my
nomination, my responsibilities will be more exclusively professional ang w_ 1
not permit me the luxury of political controversy.

And éo tonight may be my last opportunity for some time to
speak with comparative freedom about some of our political and social
problems. For me this may be a sort of bashelor dinner,

The platform of this Young Democratic Club of New York --
opens this way: "§e proclaim the right of young men to share in the

councils of government."
The councils of govermment were filled with young men in the
Golden Age of creative ability in American public affairs, the age of the
Founding Fathers. Today'it is unhappily exceptional that a young Bob
Wagner can so soon be established in a successful legislative career.
But the early councils of the Republic were filled with young Bob Wagﬁers.
That period of the Founding Fathers greatly interests me because
it seems very close to us in the nature of its problems and of the attitude

needed to meet them. As in our time, men faced the double difficulty of



-2~

economic transition at home and the disturbance of war abroad. As in
our time, the world wés going through a major change of ideas about the
responsibility of governments to their peopie. - As in our time; every
big problem 6f government or commerce turned out on close examination to
be a nest of related problems, of economics, politiecs, morals, and social
values, all mixed up together,

It took over a decade of day to day education in chaotic cir-
cumstances to teach enough young men to outgrow old prejudices and
sectionalisms and merge ﬁheir differences in a constructive progrem of
government. The upheaval of the Revolution forced young men of business
and property, as well &s young men without business or property, into the
generalized interest in everything which we call politics, into great
questions of social organization and administration.

Most of the men of the Constitutional Convention had earned
_substantial property with their own efforts. They had a real stake in
the existing order, They wanted to keep it.

The lesson clearly taught by their times was that they must
refom to preserve, and with the calm courage of men long under fire they
accepted the facts,»

Where they lacked experience, they had the imagination to dare,
as Justice Brandeis bas said, to "let their minds be bold". Their course
showed far more courage than our times ésk of us, . They took the risks
of‘making the first effoft in history to establish representative democratic
government on a large scale and to free their system of private enterprise

from the restraints of the King's monopolies,
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They took those risks on intelléctual appreciation of the
theory of democracy rather than on experience with it. Today we have be-
hind us one hundred fifty years of experience with fheir theofies. That
experience has proved to us that political democracy and free private
profit enterprise are indispensable to each other, but that taken together
they can be successful and can give us what we want. Yet we falter in
neeting the demands of our tiﬁes merely to provide the conditions which
will preserve that dual system,

The Founding Fathers had a problem of tolerance, It was to
protect the individual and the human rights of minorities from the
aggressions of femporary majorities., We, too, have a problem of
tolerance. Qurs is to persuade class conscious and economically power-
ful minorities to tolerate the political majority in its efforts to adapt
our democracy to our times so that it will have a chance to survive.

And I have no doubt that history will say that the present
political ma jority has better heeded counsels of tolerance and moderation
in the exercise of its power to change, than has the minority in the use
of its liberty to object.

Recent European events have dramatized a peril to democracy
which should make all men of intelligence and good will try in good faith
to reconcile differences,

However politically,expedienf it may be to advance universal
forrmulae for settling oﬁr econonic order, as practical men we know that

we have a great many separate and concrete problems which will have to
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be separately solved by men really willing to buckle down to them. But

in a general wéy I am sure business would apprdach governuent in a differ-
ent light if it would take account of some of the basic considerations
that move government, but with which men in the ordinary course of trade
are not normally oEliged to take into their calculations.

Until regently government made no effort to show the business
man why he should not look at his own business and its prospect for
profit as a problem complete in itself, But govermnment is now, of neces-
sity, concerned with the functioning of business as a complete system of ex-
change for national proéuction and distribution. Idle men today offer their
toil in a market which does not hire. Idle capital offers its goods in
a market which does not buy. The process of exchange of services for
wages and of wages for the products of factory and farm suffers recurring
partial paralysis.

The economic intelligence and political philosophy of the times
give the government no choice but to meet a situation like that. The
modern American has been made cpnscious by business itself what our
national resources are, and what they can be made to provide. They are
‘not willing to accept economic theory as a substitute for goods.  They
wiil not patiently accept‘as'inevitable periodic unemployment and destruc-
tion of the value of homes and savings to which they have given their
lives., The manager may have to close the factory or the banker foreélose
the mortgagé. But if he does he forces govermment to find work for the

unemployed and to shelter the dispossessed.
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Naturally under these circumstances people in government try
to discourage business from letting such burdené come to government and
talk a new language of business responsibility which to some bgsiness
men is strange and irritating. But to a realist, those strange new
words simply mirror strange new facts - the facts that private business
under modern conditions has obtained power and therefgre has attracted
obligations which afproach those“of public government. A great cor-
poration which employs thousands of family breadwinners represents a
stronger and more immcdiate force in governing the lives and the stand-
ard of living of those familieé than does publiec government.‘ The sense
of dependence of those families upon the corporation gives them a sense
of expectangy from the corporation. Responsibility follows power today
just as surely as it has through all history.

Justice Brandeis once spoke about business as a ™"noble pro-
fession", When it is carried on with an opén-eyed assumption of the risk
of these inevitable responsibilities, it is a noble profession. To see
the big problems of the relations of business to labor and the publie,
to organize the administration of endless detail, to have the courage
to take many of the ultimate risks of society ~ and do all these at once
asks for the biggest men We can find. When, early in the depression, be-
fore government had awakened to the disastrous consequences of irregular-
ity of employment and of impoverished age, Mr. Gerard Swope overlooksd
short-range interest and gave the benefif of responsible business support
to unemployment compensation and old-age benefits, he was living up to the

requirements of business as a "noble profession",
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There are other situations in which goverument has to look at
a pfoblem in a different light from the individual business man. The
business man is not easily interestqd in distant reforms if he is showing
losseé from quarter to quarter. Buf the government whose first duty is to
preserve the fubture of the nation hés to try to live, not from quarter to
quarter, not oven from decade tov decade, but acfually from generation to
generation,

The rew materials which might yield a bigger profit today from
more intense exploitation may be the very natural resources which the
nation wants to conserve to give a break to the next ggneration so that
there may be profits tomorrow, Men end women important %0 an employer
only as a labor supply arc important to gevernment as practically the
only class in the population that is really reproducing itself. The
future of America is being cradled in the humble homes where wages go.

The nation cannot afford to let these homes be demoralized
with periodic unemployment. The nation cannot afford to let hope and
courage be taken out of these homes just because their breadwinners have
reached forty-five years of age, The nation cannot afford the denial of
a decent standard of living to the mothers and fathers of the generation
that will possess our earth in 1960,

Those agreeable political scientists, Messrs, Gilbert and
Sullivan, have assurcd us,

"That every boy and every girl who's born into the

world alive
Is either a little liberal or else a littls

conservative®,
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But thinking men, whethor liberal or conservative, lqlow that we cannot
go on as we have been going. Stated in the abstract, there are few

men in business who admit that they disagree with the President'?s objec-
tives, The real difference between the business man preoccupied with
his own affairs and the government official who feels the winds blowing
from e'very quarter is a difference in the sense of timing._ Shall we move
while ‘We still can control our direction, or shall we wait, as some
European countries have waited, for events to push us around?

Over a year ago the President pointed out that the most signifi-
cant fact in the modern world was the new speed with which events moved
and with which hﬁman forces once years agathering blew up over night.
However small or great our external dangers from the troubles across the
waters, there never has been any doubt that a major disturbance in
Europe would sweep against us swirls of ideas which would sorely test the
satisfaction of every class of our population with our way of life, ZIver .
éince we emerged from the mess of 1929, we have been racing against time
in a campaign of preparodnoss in our internal social relations. The
Roosevelt administration has been perfectly conscious of the timing involve:
to get us safely over into a system of democracy and true private enter-
prise that will be proof against the seduction of other ways of life.

Never forgét that.our political and economic system, of whose
shortcomings even we in this country are acutely conscious, have ceased
to work completely in most of the rest of the world,

In other lands people did not deliberately abandon that system,

Political democracy and private economic enterprise_weru forsaken only



because they had failed to deal adequately and in time with the economiec
problems of the Twentieth Century. The recent sucqessés of political
and economic dictators have put us, as ;Well as them, on trial. .

The cvents of the last week need not frighten us,. But they
cannot help jarrir;g us into the realization that in this day and genera-
tion the time to reach for any objective generally agreed upon, is now,

I agree with Justice Holmes who had little belief in panaceas -
and almost none in sudden ruin. Herioec périods of history when great
things are in the making are never easy on the nerves of all the partici-
pants., But we are a new and enterprising race sprung from the most
venturesome of all the peoples of Europe. And in every difficulty there
has emerged among us a leader who not only embodies the inarticulate
instinet of the time, but who has the genius to give play to the abilities
of other men; a leader who is magnetic enough to galvanize into a singls
current all the best impulses gf }1is generation; and a leader whose
strength can take in stride the thrust of a thousand forces which feﬁ of
us will ever know or understand.

Such a debt as we acinowledge to Washington, Jefferson, Jackson
and Lincoln, future generations ~- yes, and even our gehera’cion ~-= will

acknowledge to Franklin D, Roosevelt.



