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There a r e  par t i cu la r  reasons why I am grataf 'ul  f o r  t h i s  

opportunity t o  speak tonight t o  t he  Young Democratic Club of New York 

and t h i s  gathering of well-wishers. 

Other speakers have referred t o  the honor conferred upon me 

by nomination fo r  the  high o f f i ce  of So l i c i t o r  General of t h e  United 

S t a t e s .  The So l i c i t o r  General is  the  chief' advocate fo r  publ ic  causes 

before the  Supreme Court of the United States.  The o f f i c e  i s  probably 

t he  only o f f i c e  every lawyer happy i n  the work of h i s  profess ion covets. 

I f ,  however, the Senate takes a char i table  a t t i t u d e  toward my 

nomination, my r e spons ib i l i t i e s  w i l l  be more exclusively profess ional  and M 2 

not permit me the  luxury of p o l i t i c a l  controversy, 

And so tonight may be my l a s t  opportunity f o r  s o w  t i m e  t o  

speak with comparative freedom about som of our  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  

problems. For me t h i s  may be a s o r t  of baohelor d i ~ ~ r e  

The platform of t h i s  Young Democratic Club of New York -- 
opens t h i s  way: nWe proclaim the  right of young men to share i n  t h e  

* 
councils of g ~ v e r n m e n t , ~  

The councils of government were f i l l e d  with young men i n  the 

Golden Age of creat ive  z b i l i t y  i n  American public a f f a i r s ,  t he  age of thc 

Founding Fathers. Today 'it is  unhappily exceptional t h a t  a young Bob 

Wagner can s o  soon be established i n  a successful  l e g i s l a t i v e  career.  

But the ea r ly  councils of the  Republic were f i l l e d  with young Bob Wogners. 

That period of the  Founding Fathers g r ea t l y  i n t e r e s t s  me because 

it seems very c lose  t o  us i n  t he  nature of i t s  problems and of t h e  ~ t t i t u d e  

needed t o  meet them. A s  i n  our time, men faced the  double d i f f i c u l t y  of 



economic t r a n s i t i o n  a t  home and the  disturbance of war abroad. As  i n  

our  time, the world was going through a major change of ideas  about the  

r e spons ib i l i t y  of governments t o  t h e i r  people. A s  i n  our time, every 

b ig  problem of government o r  commerce turned out on c lo se  examination t o  

be o nest  of r e l a t ed  problens, of economics, p o l i t i c s ,  morals, and s o c i a l  

values,  a l l  mixed up together,  

It took over a decade of day t o  day education i n  chaot ic  c i r -  

cumstances t o  teach enough young men t o  outgrow old pre judices  and 

sectionalisms and merge t h e i r  d i f ferences  i n  a const ruct ive  program of 

government, The upheaval of t he  Revolution forced young men of  business 

and property, a s  well  a s  young men without business o r  property,  i n t o  t h e  

generalized i n t e r e s t  i n  everything which we c a l l  p o l i t i c s ,  i n to  g r ea t  

questions of s o c i a l  organization and administrat ion,  

Most of t he  men of the  Consti tut ional  Convention had earned 

. subs tan t ia l  property with t h e i r  own e f fo r t s .  They had a r e a l  s t ake  i n  

the  ex i s t i ng  order, They wanted t o  keep it. 

The lesson c l ea r l y  taught by t h e i r  times was t h a t  they must 

reform t o  preserve, and with t he  C a l m  courage of men long under f i r e  they 

accepted t he  fac t s .  . 

Where they lacked experience, they had the  inaginat ion t o  dare ,  

a s  Ju s t i c e  Brandeis bas sa id ,  t o  " l e t  t h e i r  minds be boldvv, Their course 

showed f a r  more courage than our times ask of us, They took the  r i s k s  

of making t he  f i r s t  e f f o r t  i n  h i s t o ry  t o  e s t ab l i sh  represen ta t ive  democratic 

government on a l a rge  s ca l e  and t o  f r e e  t h e i r  system of p r iva te  en t e rp r i s e  

fmm the  r e s t r a i n t s  of t he  King's nonopolies, 



They took those r i s k s  on i n t e l l e c tua l  apprecia t ion of the  

theory of democracy r a the r  than on experience with it. Today we have be- 

hind us one hundred f i f t y  years of experience with t h e i r  theor ies .  That 

experience has proved t o  us t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  dmocracy and f r e e  p r i va t e  

prof it en te rpr i se  a r e  indispensable t o  each other ,  but t h a t  taken toge ther  

they can be successful  and can give us what we want. Yet we f a l t e r  i n  

meeting t he  demands of our t i n e s  merely t o  provide t he  condit ions which 

w i l l  preserve tha t  dual system. 

The Founding Fathers had a problem of tolerance.  It was t o  

protect  the  individual  and the  humn r i g h t s  of minor i t i e s  f r o n  the  

aggressions of temporary majori t ies.  We, t oo ,  have a problem of 

tolerance.  Ours is t o  persuade c lass  conscious and economically power- 

f'ul minor i t i e s  t o  t o l e r a t e  t he  p o l i t i c a l  major i ty  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  adapt 

our denocracy t o  our times s o  t h a t  it w i l l  have a chance t o  survive. 

And I have no doubt t h a t  h i s to ry  w i l l  s ay  t h a t  the present  

p o l i t i c a l  majori ty has b e t t e r  heeded counsels of  to lerance and moderation 

i n  the  exercise of i t s  power t o  change, than has t he  minori ty i n  t h e  use 

of i t s  l i b e r t y  t o  object.  

Recent European events have dramatized a p e r i l  t o  democracy 

which should make a l l  men of in te l l igence  and good w i l l  t r y  i n  good f a i t h  

t o  reconcile differences.  

However p o l i t i c a l l y  expedient it m y  be t o  advance un iversa l  

formulae f o r  s e t t l i n g  our econonic order,  a s  p r a c t i c a l  men we know t h a t  

we have a g r ea t  many separa te  and concrete problems which w i l l  have t o  



be separate ly  solved by rcen r ea l l y  wi l l ing  t o  buckle down t o  then. But 

i n  a general  way I an sure business would approach governmnt i n  a d i f f e r -  

ent l i g h t  i f  it would take account of some of the  basic considerations 

t ha t  lilove goD-ernuent, but with which men i n  t he  ordinary course of t r a d e  

are  not n o m l l y  obliged t o  take in to  t h e i r  ca lcu la t iom.  

Unt i l  r ecen t ly  government made no e f f o r t  t o  show the  business 

man why he should not look a t  h i s  own business and i ts  prospect f o r  

p rof i t  a s  a problem aomplete i n  i t s e l f .  But government is now, of neces- 

s i t y ,  concerned with the  functioning of business a s  a complete system of er- 

change f o r  na-kioqal production and d i s t r ibu t ion .  I d l e  men today ~ f f e r  t h ~ z  

t o i l  i n  a market which does not h i re ,  Id le  c a p i t a l  o f f e r s  i t s  goods i n  

a market which does not buy. The process of exchange of services  f o r  

wages and of wages f o r  the  products of factory and farm su f f e r s  recur r ing  

p a r t i a l  paralysis .  

The econonic in te l l igence and p o l i t i c a l  philosophy of t h e  times 

give the  government no choice but $0 meet a s i t u a t i o n  l i ke  t ha t .  The 

modern American has been m d e  conscious by business i t s e l f  what our 

nat ional  resources a r e ,  and what they cen be m d e  t o  provide. They a r e  

not wi l l ing  t o  accept economic theory a s  a subs t i t u t e  f o r  goods. They 

w i l l  not pa t ien t ly  accept a s  inevitable per iodic  uaemployment and dest ruc-  

t i o n  of the  value of hones and savings t o  which they have given t h e i r  

l ives .  The manager may have t o  close t he  fac tory  o r  t he  banker foreclose  

the mortgage. But i f  he does he forces  governlent t o  f ind work f o r  t h e  

unemployed and t o  s h e l t e r  the  dispossessed, 



Naturally under these circumstances people i n  governm n t  t r y  

t o  discourage business from l e t t i n g  such burdens come t o  government and 

t a l k  a new language of business rospons ib i l i ty  which t o  some business 

men is  strange and i r r i t a t i n g ,  But t o  a r e a l i s t ,  those strango new 

words simply mirror strange now f a c t s  - the f a c t s  t ha t  pr ivate  business 

under modern conditions has obtained power and therefore has a t t r a c t e d  

obl igat ions  which approach those of public g o v e r m n t .  A grea t  cor- 

porat ion which employs thousands of family bre adwinnors ro pro s en t s  a 

stronger and more inmediato force i n  governing the l i v e s  and the  stand- 

ard  of l i v i n g  of those famil ies  than does public government. The sense 

of dopndence of those fami l ies  upon the  corporation gives thsm a senso 

of expectancy from the corporation. Responsibility follows power today 

just  a s  sure ly  a s  it has through a l l  history. 

Ju s t i c e  Brandeis once s p k s  about business a s  a %able pro- 

fess ionn,  When it is  carr ied on wi th  an open-eyed assumption of the r i s k  

of these inevi table  respons ib i l i t i e s ,  it is a noble profession, To see 

the  b ig  problems of the r e l a t i ons  of business t o  labor and the public,  

t o  organize the administrat ion of endless d e t a i l ,  t o  have the course 
t o  take many of the ultimate r i s k s  of soc ie ty  - and do a l l  these a t  once 

asks f o r  the biggest men we can find. When, e a r ly  i n  the  depression, be- 

fore  g o v e r m n t  had awakened t o  the disas t rous  consequences of i r regular-  

i t y  of enployment and of impoverished age, Mr. Gerard Swop overlooked 

short-range i n t e r e s t  and gave the benef i t  of responsible business support 

t o  unemployment compensation and old-age benef i ts ,  he was l i v i n g  up t o  the 

requirements of busine ss as  a "noble profe ss ionn. 



Thero are other s i t ua t i ons  i n  which goverlmnt has t o  look at 

a problem i n  a d i f fe ren t  l i g h t  from tho individual business man. The 

bus imss  man i s  not e a s i l y  in teres ted i n  d i s tan t  r e f o m  i f  he is  showing 

losses  f P o ~  q w t e r  t o  quarter. But the governmnt whose f i r s t  duty is t o  

preserve the future  of the nation has t o  t r y  t o  l i v e ,  not  from quar ter  t o  

quar ter ,  not oven from decade tt, decade, but ac tua l ly  from generation t o  

generat ion. 

The raw mater ia ls  which might y ie ld  a bigger' prof it today from 

more intense exploi ta t ion may be the very natural  resources which the  

nat ion wants t o  conscrvc, t o  give a break t o  t& next generation so t h a t  

there may be prof its tomrrow. W n  end womn inportant  t o  an employer 

only a s  a labor  supply arc important t o  go-mriunont as  p r a c t i c a l l y  the 

only c l a s s  i n  t b  population t ha t  is r e a l l y  reproducing i t s e l f .  The 

fu ture  02 America is being cradled i n  the humble homes where wages go. 

The nat ion cannot afford t o  l e t  these horns be demoralized 

wi th  p r i o d i c  unemplo3mnt. The nat ion cannot afford t o  l e t  h o p  and 

courage be taken out of thuse horns jus t  bocause t h c i r  breadwinners have 

reached forty-five years of age. The nation cannot afford the den ia l  of 

a decent standard of l i v i n g  t o  the mothers and f a the r s  of the generation 

t h a t  w i l l  possess our ea r th  i n  1960. 

Those agreeable p o l i t i c a l  s c i en t i s t s ,  Messrs. Gi lber t  and 

Sul l ivan,  have a s  sure d us, 

"That every boy and every g i r l  who's born i n to  the 

world a l ive  

Is e i t h e r  a l i t t l o  l i b e r a l  or e l s e  a l i t t l e  

conservative ", 



But thinking men, whcthcr l i b e r a l  or  conservative., know t h a t  we cannot 

go on a s  we have been going. Stated i n  thc abs t rac t ,  tharu a r e  few 

men i n  business who admit t h a t  they disagree wi th  the  President ' fs  objec- 

t ives .  The r e a l  difference between the business man preoccupied wi th  

h i e  own a f f a i r s  and the governmmt o f f i c i a l  who f e e l s  the  winds blowing 

from every quarter  is  a difference i n  the  sense of timing. Sha l l  we move 

while we s t i l l  can control  our dire ction, or s h a l l  we w a i t ,  a s  some 

European countries have waited, f o r  events to  push u s  around? 

Over a year ago the President pointed out t h a t  the  most s i g n i f i -  

cant f a c t  i n  the modern world w a s  the  new speed with which events moved 

and with which human forces  once years agathering blew up over night. 

However small or great  pur ex te rna l  dangers from the  t roubles  across  the  

waters, there never has been any doubt t ha t  a major disturbance i n  

Europe would sweep against  us swirls of ideas which would sore ly  t e s t  tho 

s a t i s f ac t i on  of every c l a s s  of our population wi th  our way of l i f e .  Ever 

since we emrged from the  mess of 1929, we have been racing against  tim 

i n  a campaign of prepmodnoes i n  our in te rna l  s o c i a l  re la t ions .  The 

Roosevelt administrat ion has been perfe c t l y  conscious of the timing involve : 

t o  get  us sa fe ly  over i n to  a systera of democracy and t rue  private enter-  

p r i s e  t ha t  w i l l  be proof against  the  seduction of othe? ways of l i f e .  

Never forget  t ha t  our p o l i t i c a l  and e co~omic system, of whose 

shortcomings even we i n  t h i s  country are acuioly conscious, have ceased 

t o  work completely i n  most of the re st of the world. 

In  other lands people did not de l ibera te ly  ab<mdon t h a t  system. 

P o l i t i c a l  democracy and private economic enterpr ise  weru forsaken only  



because they had f a i l ed  t o  deal adequately and i n  time with the economic 

problems of the Twentieth Century. The recent successes of p o l i t i c a l  

and oconomic d ic ta tors  have put UY, as  we11 as thc?m, on t r i a l .  

The events of the l a s t  week necd not f r ighten  us. But thoy 

cannot help jarring us into the realization that  i n  t h i s  day and goncra- 

t i on  t h ~  tim to  reach f o r  any objective generally agreed upon, is now. 

I agree with Just  ice Holne s who had l i t t l e  belief i n  panaoe as 

and almost none in  sudden ruin. Herioc periods of h is tory  when great 

things are in  the making are never easy on the nerves of all the part  i c i -  

pants. But we are a new and enterprising race sprung from the most 

venturesome of all the peoples of Europe. And i n  every d i f f i cu l ty  there 

has emcrged among us a leader who not only embodies the inar t iculate  

ins t inc t  of the time, but who has the genius t o  give play t o  the a b i l i t i e s  

of other men; a leader who is magnetic enough t o  galvanize into a singls  

current a l l  the best impulses of h i s  generation; and a leader whose 

strength can take i n  s t r ide  the thrust  of a thousand forces  which few of 

us w i l l  evsr know or  understand. 

Such a debt as we aclcnowledge t o  Washington, Jefferson, Jackson 

and Lincoln, future generations -- yes, and even our generation -- w i l l  

acknowledge t o  Franklin D. Roosevclt. 


