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There i s  no S e t t e r  measure of t h e  understanding between 

two peoples than  t h e i r  knowledge and respec t  f o r  each o t h e r t s  heroes.  

The t r i b u t e  rendered t h i s  evening t o  the  memory and teachings  of 

Thomas Garrisue Masaryk i s  insp i red  by reverence f o r  a  ma jes t i c  Cze- 

choslovakian leader ,  but  i t  a l s o  bespeaks a  sympathy wi th  t h e  a sp i -  

r a t i o n s  and a f f l i c t i o n s  of t h e  people he l e d ,  

This good w i l l  i s  not one-sided, A l l  of our n a t i o n a l  

heroes s t r i k e  a  response among the  Czech people, e s p e c i a l l y  Woodrow 

?Jilson, co l l abora to r  wi th  Masaryk i n  br inging  ahout Czechoslovakian 

iadoponderlce. And I saw t h e  Czechs denonstrate  t h e i r  lovo and 

veneration f o r  our own t e s o  and v a l i a n t  va r - t ine  l eader ,  President 

Rooscvelt ,  On a  menorable e v a n i n ~  - just  a s  you, Dra, 3lnvil:, were 

t o  beg in  your Amibcissadorship t o  t h o  United S t a t e s  - we mot a t  Repre- 

s c n t a t i o n  Eouse i n  P r a a e ,  nliere I had been i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  your rne:lnorial s e r v i c e  f o r  President  Roosevelt . Anon@ your people 

who joined i n  the  t r i b u t e  were your learned and lamented Presfdent ,  

D r .  Benes, and the  g e n i a l  and worldly-wise Jan Masaryk, martyr of t h -  

communist coup, and Lord-Mayor Pe t r  Zenkl of Prague, de l ive red  a  shor: 

time before  from the  Nazi concentrat ion camps, now, l i k e  a  few o the r  

of h i s  countr~ymen, a  r d u g e e  among us. What a  p i t y  t h a t  more of  our 

f r i e n d s  cannot reach  t h i s  haven from the storms t h a t  a r e  sweeping 

over t h e i r  n a t i v e  land,  

A n t i - k e r i c a n  demonstrations may be s taged i n  Czechoslo- 

vaki.2, h o s t i l e  viords may be spoken o r  ~ m f r i e n d l y  g e s t u r e s  made by 

those i n  poncr, but  1 know t k t  t!lc;r do not r ep resen t  tho  r c a l  

scnt imcnts ,  or  t?:o f r o c  w i l l  of the  f'riend1;r poo2le who i n h a b i t  t h a t  

land of sorrow. In  evory v i l l a g : ,  almost i n  ovcrg household of Cze- 

choslovakia,  l i v e  s i a p l c ,  Sod-fearin(; people, somc.of v~hosc kinsmon 



o r  f r i e n d s  hnvc migrated t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  

r e spons ib le  p o s i t i o n s  i n  our l i f e .  For years  

and prospered and h e l d  

before t h e  I r o n  Cur ta in  

c losed  down, t h e s e  ncwly-madc Americans viere sending back d i s i n t e r e s t -  

ed, u n p o l i t i c a l  and unsophistLcated personal  l e t t e r s  tell in^ of l i f e  

and p ros ress  he re ,  Thoso i n t i ~ n a t e  and a r t l e s s  messaGes have been 

the voice of America t o  vllich worlrer and peasant l i s t e n e d ,  and, a t  

lsast fola t h i s  genoration, t h e i r  i q r e s s i o n  cannot be b l o t t e d  ou t ,  

Thomas Nasaryli belongs t o  Czechs; he belongs t o  Americans; 

he belongs t o  a l l  t h e  world. H i s  l i f e  was led,  h f s  work was done, 

and h i s  inf luence  was f e l t  i n  many count r ies ,  Even t h e  p resen t  regime 

i s  paying an unintended t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  world-importance by a campaign 

t o  b e l i t t l e  h is  achievements, t o  e f face  h i s  memory, and t o  rub  out  

h i s  name from tho  l o r e  of h i s  country. O f  course, without him t h o  

most g lo r ious  yea r s  of i t s  modern h i s t o r y  would be b lank,  Only primi- 

t i v e  anu rancorous minds, untaught i n  the ways of h i s t o r y ,  would 

s e r i o u s l y  undertake t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  which i s  a s  d r o l l  and va in  a s  t h a t  

of tho o ld  l a d y  '1'1110 ncnt  out wi th  her ki tchen broom t o  sweep back t h e  

t i d e ,  

The rnapltuclo of 1,:zsaryk~s work must be apiwaised i n  t h e  

l i g h t  of t h e  p e r i l o u s  spot  which Czechoslovakia occupies i n  Europe, 

Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia  and i t s  l e s s e r  coxponents, a s  t h e  world 

reckons s ize,s t re  l i t t l e  s t a t e s ,  but  they a re  by no means t r i v i a l  ones. 

Sihere they  l i e  t h e  East and t h e  Viest abut, though they  can h a r d l y  be 

s a i d  t o  join.  Czechoslovakia c o n s t i t u t e s  a s t r a t e g i c  f r o n t i e r  f o r  

two Worlds t h a t  i n  many ways always were fundamentally incompatible 

and of ten,  a s  today, o ~ e n l y  h o s t i l e ,  Bisinarck is c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  

observat ion t h a t  ''Who r u l e s  Bohamia con t ro l s  Europe, '' Hence, an 

age-old s t r u g g l e  t o  possess  t h i s  romantic country has  made i t  a 

b a t t l e f i e l d  almost every generation. Conquest znd r e b e l l i o n  have 



desola ted  t h e  land and l a c e r a t e d  i t s  2eople.  Czech mon and women 

know how t o  l i v e  dange~ously ,  u s e f u l l y  and h e a r t i l y .  They found 

Masaryk a  leader ,  who i n  h i s  person, exerrplified t h e i r  f i n e s t  t r a i t s .  

Masarykts career  appeals  t o  t h e  understanding and ambit ions 

of Americans. He was born i n t o  a  per iod and a  s o c i e t y  s t i l l  a g i t a t e d  

by t h e  r evo lu t ionary  and counter-re~rolut ionary movements a s s o c i a t e d  

with t h e  gear  184.3. 1-om an humble Noravian home, he made h i s  own 

way t o  p r e s i d e  i n  the  c a s t l e  b u i l t  f o r  klngs,  Between t h e s e  extremes, 

h:s ca ree r  touched l i f e  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  and i n  many lands.  We fine! him, 

a  b l a c k s n i t h t s  apprent ice,  shooing the  work horses  t h a t  p u l l e d  t h e  

plowz ol" his peasant  nei;;llbors. J e  see  hi111 bccone a stucient and 

advance t o  a professorship  of philosophy a t  the  Uxive r s i tg  of  Vienna 

- a t  tile cen te r  of t5e  Austm-I-Iun@riz~ Lrrlpire of' F'ranz Josof a t  its 

zeni th.  It waa i n  those a s p  t h a t  t h e  1:apsb:lrgs were wal tz ing  t o  

des t ruc t ion ,  f o r  which t h e  baton of Johann St rauss ,  t h e  younger, l e d  

t h e  gay and seduct ive  three-quar ter  measures. There Massryk acqui red  

the  a r t s  o f  t h e  gentleman while he a t t a i n e d  t h e  i n s i g h t s  of tho  

scho la r ,  H e  s a w  t h a t  beneath t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  pomp and enchantment 

of t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  i t  was crumbling from s t u p i d i t y ,  co r rup t ion  and 

oppression, 

He entered p l i t i c s  and won a  s e a t  i n  the Parliament which, 

from Vienna, r u l e d  h i s  na t ive  s t a t e .  More than once he was p u t  under 

a r r e s t  dur ing  an c i e c t i o n  cam~aign.  Be becam the  l eader  of t h e  S l a v i  

poo;>ics in  t h e i r  a s 2 i ~ a t  i o m  f o r  freedon1 ar,d the rccopized spoarllcad 

0;" t k e  l i b e r a l  f oiac e s  tht: o p p s e d  the b r i t t l e  and thick-hoaded regime 

01' F ~ a m  Josci'. 3 u t  ii' Le d i d  not  d i s c o u r n p ,  n e i t h e r  d i d  ho s t a k e  

success vpon underground nethoc?s or conspi rac ies .  hksaryk was a  pro- 

found b e l i o v w  i n  t h o  u l t ima te  triumph of moral and i n t e l l e c t u a l  

fo rcas ,  Masarykts t n c t f c s  were those o f  a  f r e e  and upr ight  man. It 



i s  s a i d  of h i m  t h a t  ''That o the r s  whispered he spoke out  i n  open 

meetinz. !I 

Tao of h i s  b i t t e i7  s t r u g g l e s  mere aga ins t  miscar r iage  of 

j u s t i c e  In t h e  Ilapsburg cour t s .  A poor Jeviiski tramp named Hilsnor 

was accused of murdering a  Bohemicm g i r l ,  Anti-sernites alarmed t h e  

populace with the  s t o r y  t h a t  i t  was a " r i t u a l  murder", Nevspapel~s 

were f u l l  of it and evon church l e a d e r s  joinad the  genera l  outcry.  

The cour t  convicted and sentenced t h e  f r i e n d l e s s  vagabond t o  death.  

Masaryk faced  t h e  b i t t e r e s t  r a c i a l  and religious anirnosi t ios  a s  he 

exposed the  l awlsss  and savage proceeding t o  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  world. 

H i s  c r i t i c i s m  was so poworful and so well-directed t h a t  tho  govern- 

meat c a l l e d  a new trirll, which a t  l e a s t  saved EISlsnerts l i f e  and 

reduced t h e  sentence t o  imprisonment , 
O n  another occasion t h o  Austr ian  sec ro t  p o l i c e  a r r e s t e d  

them with cous;3iracg t o  overthrow tho  Empi17s. A &pied trial pro- 

nouncod t h e n  ,gui l ty of high treason. Dlasaryk t h r e w  t h e  Etnpire in to  

cons terna t ion  by two parliasientallg spoeches i n  which he showed tha t  
- 

t h e  t r i a l  was engineered by t h e  Austr ian Foreign Office t o  alarm tho  

people i n t o  support  of i t s  p o l i c y  of a g g ~ e s s i v e  annexations i n  t h e  

Balkans. A r e t r i a l  was ordered and l a t e r  t he  Dnporer quashed the 

whole case,  but  t o o  l n t e  t o  save h i s  Foreign Minister and his f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y  from d i s c r e d i t  i n  t h e  eyes of t h e  world. IIero then  was Masaryk, 

with a l i t t l e  band of hunted and devoted fol lowers ,  ca r ry ing  on an 

almost hopeless  s t r u g ~ l e  f o r  liberaJ.farn, when t o  be an avowed l i b e r a l  

was t o  i n v i t e  t h e  n t t e n t i o n s  of N i s  Ma j e s t y t s  j a i l o r ,  i f '  no t  t h e  

acqt:aintance of: h i s  hangman. 

I.:a3aq.]Z; was 65 yeal?s o f  age vhon he road of t h e  a s sass ina -  

t i o n  o f  Archc3ilko ~?r?ar?c?s iF'erCinznd. Iie lrnevr it ~ l e a n t  war. IIe preparec' 



"5.. 

t o  s e i z e  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  end tho harsh Hapsburg r u l e  of h i s  n a t i v e  

land. The Czechs wi th in  t h e  Empire would be fo rced  by consa r ip t ion  

t o  f i g h t  f o r  the  Ehporor. ijut they might dese r t  o r  s w r c n d e r ,  and 

once ac ross  the  l i n e s ,  they  might join the  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  

Aust r icn  masters,  

Uith the  he?.? of Dr .  Edvard Eones, he k n l t  toce the r  a 

r c v o l a t i o n a r ; ~  group t o  aor! ,~  wit!lin tlic country and then m d o  h i s  inlay 

abroad t o  arouse t h e  Czechs ou t s ide  of t h e i r  n a t i v e  1ar.d and t o  w r i v l  

suppoYt from tho A l l i c s ,  Again and again h o  r i s k e d  h i s  life, which 

was savcd only by cool  courage and quick j u d ~ m c ~ l t  and r a t h e r  rniraculou 

luck. While abrond, hc r cad  t h a t  h i s  ivifc hcd been condomnod t o  dea th  

f o r  t reason.  FIis homi? was ransacked by the  s e c r e t  p o l i c e ,  H i s  

daughter and Eenosc wife wero thrown i n t o  pr i son .  But a t  a l l  cos ta ,  

he wont on with h i s  work, won Al l i ad  a p p r o v ~ l  of h i s  ccuse, mobilized 

and l e d  the  Czech f o r e i g n  logions,  orgmizod a National Council t h a t  

soon was rocognizod a s  tho Czechoslovakian Government i n  Exi le .  

A g igan t i c  t a s k  lmd culmineted i n  triumph. Ho wrote t h e  Czechoslova- 

kian Declara t ion  of Indopende~cc  i n  his rooms a-t; 24-00 S i x t e e n t h  S t r o c t  

a f o w  blocks from vrhoro we arc ,  ni?d i t  zims y-omulgated from Indopen- 

dcncc :hll I n  Philadelphia with tho b lcss ing  of f r c c  people c v o r p  

vrhcro. For s c v m t c c n  ycers  he horc?cd tho now govcrnmont, When he 

rcsignorl, a t  t h o  EGO 02 85, ha was bzlovcd of a l l  tho world. Perhaps 

f ~ ~ t c  I-12:: !:inc?ly t o  closc: h i s  cycs i n  death bcforo thoy noro obl iged 

t o  look upon t h e  ravage o f  lrf s country by g m g s t c r s ,  f i r s t  from t h c  

IJzzi Ucst mc? then from thc Col?11rl~mi~t Eas t ,  

V!o can taks  the  measurc of t h i s  r ~ m z r k a b l c  mc.n a s  an  

i n t t r n a t i o i ? a l  s t a t  ,:smnn w!lcn VK? c a s t  ,?,bout among contonpornry f i g u r e s  

f o r  ono t h a t  evon appyxxhcs  him i n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t a t u r o ,  moral force ,  

or unciorstanding of world-wido s o c i n l  2nd p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s ,  Iiow many 



men i n  high o f f i c e  today woul-d m k c  any improssion upon t h e i r  t imes 

except f o r  more o r  l c s s  acc iden ta l  p o l i t i c a l  succcss? But IvTasoryk, 

indcpcndently of p o l i t i c a l  achlovcmcnts, i n s  n c o m ~ c n d i n ~  l i t e r a r y  

and nhi loso?hica l  f i p w e ,  not only  i n  S l z v i c  scholnrshlp  and i n t e l -  

l c c t u a l  l i i 'c ,  bu t  i n  t h e  ivholc i n t c l l c c t u a l  nor ld ,  He c a r r i c d  mope 

oquipm~nt  f o r  world st,o.tcsnanship i n  h i s  head than  most men can f i n d  

ir, t h e i r  l i b r n r i e s .  Iie spoke and rend c half-dozen l a n g u a ~ e s  - Czech, 

Russian, English, Fronch, German cnd Pol i sh ,  He had read  t h e  l i t e r a -  

t u r e  nnd h i s t o r i e s  o f  these peoples i n  t h e i r  own t a n ~ u - e s ,  He knew 

t h e i r  geohgraphies, t h e i r  resources,  t h e i r  weaknesses and i d e a l s ,  t h e i l  

s o c i a l  and n a t i o n a l i s t i c  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  For s u b s t a n t i a l  per iods ,  he 

had dwelt i n  Washington, Moscow, London, Berl in ,  Pa r i s ,  Rome, Vienna 

and Petrograd. He was a t  home i n  every c a p i t a l ,  even a s  he was a t  

home i n  Prague, 

The t r a g i c  l a c k  of s t z t e s m n  wi th  compsrable intellectual 

grasp =md good w i l l  i s  emphasized by two d i s t ingu i sh ing  f e c t u r e s  of 

h i s  career .  First i s  t h a t  few f o r e i g n  statesmen have b e t t e r  under- 

s tood the  Unitad S t a t e s  and all. t h c t  i t  s tands  f o r .  hksapyk cnrne t o  

t h i s  countpy i n  l&i"i', r.lniost p c m i l e s s ,  t o  c laim i n  n m r i a g e  an 

American vloman i n  whom he found l i fe - long he lp  and conflort, Iio re- 

turned l a t o r ,  an i n t e r n n t i o n n l l y  knovm scholnr ,  t o  l e c t u r o  i n  Chicago, 

Cleveland, Boston and Ncvr York, where he es t ab l i shed  c lose  r e l a t i o n s '  

not  only wi th  the Czech people but v:ith leading  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  of a l l  

n a t i o n a l  o r ig ins .  Iie made a  profound s tudy  of our hLstorp, l i t e r c t u r c  

and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  During tho war, he spent much time i n  Wrshington. 

f n  f a c t ,  Washington (where n e a r l y  evsryone i s  but a  b i r d  of passcge)  

m2.y claim him c s  n c i t i z e n  as  much as  i t  c9.n claim most Americans, 

Eere he m d e  many f r i e n d s ,  two of tho most i n f  l u e n t i n l  being Woodrow 

WLllson and. t l r ,  J u s t i c e  Brandeis. 



Of equal s ign i f i cance  was Masarykl s  deep understanding of 

Russia ,  Ea r ly  I n  l i f e  he mastered the  language of t h e  Russians and 

s tud ied  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  the  o r i g i n a l  tongue. He made s e v e r a l  

v i s i t s  t o  Russia  rmd was the  f r i e n d  of T o l ~ t o y ~  He wrote wi th  autho- 

r i t y  about t h a t  country. Masaryk was i n  Petrograd whsn t h e  revolud  

t i o n  began. P i f t y  thousand Czech p r i soners  of war were he ld  t h e r e  

and he souzht t o  orgaxize them t o  f i g h t  Germany. He witnessed t h e  

upr i s ings  that  over thren  t h s  Czar 2nd saw Russia l a t e r  co l l apse  i n  

d i so r2e r  and violence.  IIc iias uric?-er f i r e  i n  Moscow an6 crossad 

throuc$ S i b c r i a  t o  Vlndivostol: in order t o  reach  the  lJnited S t a t e s  

b-; way of tile P a c i f i c .  Thus he knew at  f i r s t  hand t h e  causes, t h e  

courscs,  and t l ~ c  consequences of t h e  3olshevfk revo lu t ion ,  

Masaryk, l i k e  most persons of l i b e r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  doubt less  

hoped t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  Russian revo lu t ion  would end reac t ionary ,  

cor rupt  and c r u e l  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  and c l e a r  t h e  way f o r  some type  of 

f r e e  government. However, a s  e a r l y  a s  1898, i n  h i s  book "The S o c i a l  

~ u e s t i o n , "  he had examined the teachings of Marx and had cr i t ic i f l ted  

them, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e i r  materialism, Masaryk be l ieved t h a t  t h e  

des t iny  of men and of na t ions  i s  shaped by higher cons idera t ions  t h a n  

mere materfalism. And the re  i s  no doubt t h a t  he, l i k e  o t h e r s  of t h e  

l i b e r s l  t r a d i t i o n ,  were deeply disappointed a s  time proved t h a t  power 

i n  Rrrssia had been soized by those who only inver ted  tho Czarisrtl t o  

b r i n g  a  d i f f eyon t  c l a s s  t o  the  top  and i n  Lts so rv icc  perpe tua ted  

d i c t a t o r i a l  govornmmt, sqymess icn  01 opposi t ion,  a s e c r e t  po l i ce ,  

S ibo r inn  e x i l e ,  and a l l  t h a t  had made the  o ld  rc?girne v ic ious  and 

i n t o l e r a b l e .  It t v ~ s  not  what had been hoped f o r  - a  dcpendablo 

counterwsight t o  t h e  f a s c i s t  tendencies i n  Western Europe, bu t  i n s t e a d  

became an a l l y .  B u t  whatever disappointment he may have f e l t  as t o  

t h e i r  leaders ,  ho never l o s t  a  kcen sympathy w i t h  the  Russian people. 



phat  a  p i t y  t i ia t  ve scan t h e  world today i n  va in  f o r  any 

world statesman who begins t o  have a comparable comprehension of  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n s  and condit ions t h a t  sepa ra te  t h e  East from t h e  West and of 

t h e  many common i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  might he lp  t o  reconci le  them. 

It i s  not  poss ib le  t o  review t h e  tremendous t a s k  t h a t  f aced  

Masargk and h i s  group i n  s e t t i n g  up a  f r e e  government i n  Cen t ra l  

Europe, where it was not  f n  the  t r a d i t i o n .  Nor did t h a t  problem s tand  

a lone ,  Independence n e c e s s i t a t e d  cpeat ion of a  defense es tabl i shment  

of i n d u s t r i e s  and f o r e i g n  t rado,  and measures t o  provide a  system of 

f inance  and currency. So success fu l  was our philosopher i n  t h e s e  

p r a c t i c a l  mzt ters  t h a t  i n  the  days fol lowing tho f i r s t  World War, 

Czechoslovakia was known a s  "an isband i n  tho sea of i n f l a t i o n "  and 

i t  enjoyed i t s  most s t a b l e  and prosperous per iod.  

But frocdocz w a s  t o  Masmyk thc  g r e a t  value, without which 

a l l  values f a i l .  I n  Central  =rope he had courage t o  e s t a b l i s h  uni-  

versa l ,  equal  and s e c r c t  suf f rage ,  e q u a l i t y  of c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l  

r i g h t s ,  f u l l  personal  l i b e r t y ,  f r e e  speech, f r e e  p ress ,  f r o c  assembly, 

and freedom of conscience and r e l i g i o n ,  To a11 of these  ho gnvo the  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a soparzte ,  indopondcnt, permanant and n o n p o l i t i c a l  

judiciary.  Even many l i b c r a l  statesman f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  Masaryk p lan  

of l i b e r a t i o n  was too extravagant and too sudden t o  succeod among a 

people so  long unused t o  freedomts ways, But he knew b e t t e r .  Before 

ho diod, he had l e d  them t o  high placo among the f r e e  and p rogress ive  

peoples of t h e  world. 

Since h i s  death,  Czechoslovakia twice has been o f f e r e d  a s  a  .- 

poli tScaL o b l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r c e s  of d i c t a t o r s h i p .  In a sense  ehe has  

Seen a  s o r t  of' p i l o t  soc ie ty ,  f i r s t  t o  experionco aggression and there-  

by t o  wwn the  n o ~ l c ? .  Zzcchoslovalria, a f t e r  ;:ur?ich, became t h e  

example of t h e  h o l l o ~ ~ m e s s  o f  I I i t l e r  1 s pl>ornises, tile b r u t a l i t y  o f  h i s  



regime and the aggressive n a t u r e  of h i s  designs. III3 oppression of 

t h i s  country broke t l i ~  I I i t l e r  s 2 e l l  and caused t h e  f o r c e s  01 

resj-s tance m d  r a t r i h u t i o n  t o  awaken, 

'i'lien, wi th  a  conf'idence t h s t  we now know was s a d l y  misplaced, 

t h e  Western A l l i e s  withheld t h e i r  v ic to r ious  armies t o  l e t  t h e  Red 

armies " l i b e r a t e f f  Czechoslova1:ia. Then we d isso lved  t h e  only f o r c e s  

t h a t  could r e s t r a i n  the " l i b e r a t o r s " ,  I only hope t h e  p r i c e  o f  

b r ing ing  our sons home e a r l y  w i l l  no t  be t o  send our grandsons back. 

A t  a l l  odds, once again Czechoslovakia was l e f t  exposed on the  

f r o n t i e r ,  t o  be penet ra ted  by the  Sovie t  F i f t h  Colum-i and manaced by  

Red armies mobilized wi th in  marching d is tance .  Onco more t h e  Czecho- 

s lovakian people exemplify t o  t h e  ~ o r l d  what it means when a  f r e e  and 

peaceful  people a r o  taken over by the  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a  

com.mnists. IJo longer can a q o n c  be misled by communist pre tences .  

Again t h e  a f f l i c t i o n s  of Czechoslova!;ia t c a r  the  mask from d i c t a t o r -  

sh ip  anG do noro than prcvious evcnt t o  arousc f o r c e s  of 

r e s r s t a n c e  md r e t r i b u t i o ~ i .  

D r .  Bones, Jan Masaryk and t h o i r  govornmnt were caught i n  

thc  d i l ~ i m ' i  which 211- f r e e  peoples face  today. Tho l i b e r t i e s  t h e y  

chcrishod nerc  perver ted  t o  des t roy  l i b e r t y .  Thoir t o l e r a n c e  o f  a  

co-munist minor i ty  a l losod  i t  t o  oSta in  possession of a  few o f f i c e s .  

With t h i s  leverage,  i t  was ab le  t o  th rea ten  bloodshed u n l e s s  c o n t r o l  

of t h e  armies, t h e  p o l i c e  and a l l  f o r c e s  of government were no t  a l s o  

given over t o  i t .  3enes was confronted with a  choice o f  r e s o r t i n g  t o  

bloodshed and suppression t o  put down threatened r e v o l t ,  o r  of 

surrender .  Those a r e  t e r r i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  put  t o  scrupulous and 

peac e-loving men, 

The f a t e  of Czechoslovakia teaches us  t h a t  t h e  communist 

movcrnent i s  a couct er-rcvolut  ion t o  the  IfIasaryk revolu t ion ,  which was 
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in reality an extension of t h e  American revolution. It would undo 

a l l  that both  Declaratfons of Independence stood f o r ,  and would turn 

back t o  a p o l i t i c a l  absolutism compared to which the tyrannies of 

George I11 and Franz Josef were but f eeb l e  and halfhearted, 

Whilc we meet i n  frgodom tonight, i n  Czechoslovakia any who 

would confess fellowship with us a re  bci-ng huntcd and " l i q ~ i d a t e d , ' ~  

L i k o  t l m  Razis before  thm, the Communists hope to extinguish the 

very Inzowloc-l~c ,zrd love  c.f l l b c r t y  by exterminating the intolloctuals 

and lcnvin~ t hc  sub jugatod masses l eader lass .  It in a d m l r  picturc, 

A11 i'jhc havo friends, acquaintances or relatives within that shadow 

w i l l  be cxcused if the;. dcspa i r ,  

But this hour is not more hopolcaa than  those  i n  vhich Masa- 

ryk  bogan his strugglo f o r  the fraedom of h i s  2eoplec Tho powor of 

Czechoslovakiafs tyrants today i s  cartainly no more invulnorablo 

than t h e  poaur of tho fiustro-Hungarian Hapsburgs then appeared to bo,  

That conqueror was entrenched by generations of  rule and was allied 

by blood relationship o r  policy to many o the r  powerful governmeats. 

The Hapsburgs, too, cultivated the a r t s  of terrorism, though methods 

were less sc i en t i f  l c  than today, Rut Masaryk was nei ther  intimidated 

by the m a t e r i a l i s n  of' t h e  Hapsburgs nor deceived by that of  Narx. He 

put his faith in moral, s p i r i t u a l  and f n t e l l s c t u a l  f o r c e s  that  

dictators cazmot vanquish. That i s  t h o  faith that made b o t h  Czeoho- 

s lovak ia  and. Anorica f r ee .  That i s  what each finds noble and i n s p i r i n ,  

in tho natfonal hroes of 5 0 t h  count r ies ,  But one course vl~j.11 be 

considerod as worthy of this occasion by men who know what l i b o r t y  i s  

and what it i s  worth. That is to r eded ica te  ourselves to tho daring 

f a i t h  of Tliornas Garrigue Masaryk. 


