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On Nay 8, 1950, the Supreme Court handed down its opinions in the case o/ the 
American Cnmmrcnicntions Association vs. Dovdr. The pe.rlion inrrolr~ed wnc 
the validity of /he Tall-Hartley Act, ruhich reqnires, as a cotrdilion of making nse 
o f  its provisions, that oficers of a labor union file an afidavit ( I )  that they are not 
members of the Comrnrtnisl party, and (2) that lhey do not Ocliny in and are not 
members of any organization that suppons the overthrow of the United Stntes gov- 
ernment by force. Fonr of t h ~  Jt~rtires mole opinions; thrce look no part. Two dis- 

. senfed in part, Ont joined their collengws in upholding the statute ar far ns the 
oath of non-m.cml)cr.rhip in the Commnnist party was concerned. Thc ot~inion of 
Mr. Jnslice Jacltson, concr~rring in part and di&nting in part, hns nlrrmfy hcen 
fmblishcd in condrnscd form in t l ~  New York Times Mappine nnd rlsc711hrre, but 
is so clcar and forcr:ful a .strrtt!ment that 7 t v  believe i/ mcrits 111oughtfrtl reading by n 
ruirfe pul~lic in marc complcte lorm. The /ollorr!inl: text, sotncn~hnt nlr1~rr:uinl~d and 
divesled nl lqgal re/ercnces, is taken lrom the "Advmrce Opinions" of thc Supreme 
Coicit-The I'clitors. 

I r THE statute before us rcqnircd labor 
l~nion oliicers to forswear nwmbcrsl~ip 
in thc I<cp~~blican p r ty ,  tllc Democratic 

pr ty ,  or r11c Socialist party, I suppose all 
a p e  that it ~\,ould bc ~~nc:otlsti~.~~tional. llur 
why, if it is valid as to t11c Comn~nunisc part.y? 

T h e  answer, lor me, is i l l  tllc tlcrisivc dil- 
Icrenccs 1)ctrvcen the C:o~n~l~unist party and 
cvery othcr par~y o[ an)' imp>rlance in tllc 
long cxpcriel~c:e or the iJnitcel Srntcs with  
p r t y  ~ ~ > ~ l ' ~ l ~ l l l c l l l .  . . . 

T o  state centr~dlinl: criteria dcfinitivcly is 
I,otl~ important and diflicult, bemusc tl~ose 
Conmunist party activities visihlc to tlw p11l1- 
lic closcly resen11)lc tl~osc of any oclicr party. 
I';ir~ics, i'l~ctller in ollicc or oc~t. are olien 
irresponsihlc in their usc and n b ~ w  of irce- 
tlonis of speech and prcss. Tlwy all makc 
xqwgoacs of unpopular persons or cl:~scs 
and 111ake promises or tli~ljious sinccrirv or 
frasibility in ortlcr to win voccs. All partii.~, 
w l ~ r ~ i  in q)pwilioti, striw I 1 i : r c i  n11d 














