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I begin t o ' f e e l  t ha t  Andrew Jackson ueeds an ~ t t o r n e y  -- t o  de- 

fend h i s  memory from h i s  followers. These $25 and $50 and $100 dinners 

a r e  turning t h i s  man of the  people in to  our most oxpcnsive Democrat. t b t  

a po l i t i c ian  he must have boent Iiis name is  s t i l l  our best  money-raiser -- 
s century a f t e r  h e  h a s  l o s t  ~11 povror t o  zppoint anybody t o  anything. His 

creed has n stroug ~ p ~ ~ c z l  t o  us tonight. Ze had a f ight ing f a i t h  i n  a 

rspubl ica~l  form of government -- carlplctoly controllod by Daocrats .  

But Andrew J~cirson' s 2olicy rose above mere pal-ty e-xpediency. 

He was the f i r s t  American p o l i t i c a l  l o a d ~ r  t o  seck h i s  support among all 

the  people and t o  shepo h i s  policy f o r  the noeds of a l l  the  people. 

But Andrew Jzckson know be t t e r  than t o  thi-& a r a r t y  can some  

i t s e l f  alone. I know ivhat it was tha t  attached families t o  h i s  cause with 

an in t cc s i ty  which has las ted for  gmerat iom.  Xy or;% people, pioneering 

not f a r  from hero, i n  debt t:', eastern land speculators, hailed him as  

the  champion of h u ~ b l o  men -- the  i l l -c lad,  ill-housed, e ~ d  ill-nourished 

of h i s  day. This f a i t h  kept us nregularn Dmocrats. Wc looked always ibr 

another such leader  of the people, and fomd him i n  Franklin Dolano R O O S C V ~ ~ ~ ~  

Forces aro gathering f o r  a f i gh t  i n  1940 tha t  i n  many ways 

resembles tho line-up fo r  Jacksol;*s great  bn t t l c  02 New Orleans. Ye a re  

holding l i n e s  f o r  dmocrecy today as t r u l y  as  ho hold than a century 

and a qucrter cgo. 

Our scouts would rcpoxt today, as  did h i s ,  tha t  advnnciw 

against us a r c  the ??regulcrsn r,f a standing ormy - wc13 d r l l l o d ,  woll-fed 

and perfectly equipped. 



They hsve the  a r t i l l e r y  ?f the  press, the  machine guns of t h e  

big i r - t e res t s  and the best  c i m i i s s a ~  t ha t  mouey w i l l  buy, And r e s l a r s  

aro ur;like volunteers -- they f i g h t  from t r c in ing  and i x t a r e s t  r a the r  

than froan the  i r sp i r a t i on  of a lecdor. 

So the  f i r s t  ~ r i n c i p l e  of cur  campaign is tha t  we Domxrats 

shsuld waste no energy worrying about what the Republicans m y  do. Who 

t h e i r  candidate is, and what t h e i r  platform i s  -- w i l l  not much matter. 

Tnloy a r e  a par ty  n~f nmcy and organizaticn, not of  cr,thusissms. There 

pmbably i s  r;ot a r;illior, p3pular v ~ t e s  di f ference bctwcen t h c i r  best  

candidato and t he i r  worst om. This is  a p a r e n t  f r m  tho f a c t  that  t h e i r  

best  leadershi? a ~ d  perf'onanco i n  ~ f f i c c  has ~r3duced  f o r  t a m  but 

r c l a t  i v e l y  PCVJ v2t es m r e  than t h e i r  pooros t lcadershiy and  perf ~ m n c o .  

Their vote  hcs becano rmarkably ~ m c s p o n s i v c  t o  e i t h e r  t h e i r  reccrd, 

t h e i r  p rmi se s ,  o r  the  persoLali ty 9f t h o i r  cazdidates. Let ne rend you 

cold f igures  of t h e i r  vote i n  the  f i v e  P r c s i d e ~ t i o l  e lec t ions  s ince  the  

g rea t  war. Nqtico h3w steady and dependable it hcs beer&. 

1920 3c.rding 16,000,000 

1924 Coolidge 15,700,000 

1928 Hoover 21,000,000 

1932 Hcover 15,700,000 

1936 London 16,600,000 

!This is  a s ignif iccnt  cor.sistemy i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t he  v ic i s s i tudes  

of  twenty years. 



The Harding record,  so bad it  produced a t h i r d  pa r t y  

movement, could not drive i ts  1924 vote below 15,700,000. A r a r e  

combination of prosperi ty snd bigotry could not l i f t  i t  above 

21,000,000 i n  1928, 

Four e lec t ions  out of f i v e  indicate  t h r t  vre should 

begin our calculations by conceding any candidate they name, 

on any kind of platform, an all-weather, dependable vote  of 

around 17,000,000, which they e r e  p e t t y  powerless t o  nuch 

increase and on which we a r e  not l i k e l y  t o  riake any inroads. 

Great t r an s i t i ons  i n  p o l i t i c s  make t h e i r  s ign s o  simply 

we of ten miss the  menning, For genemtions the  Republicans met 

i n  convention ahead of us ,  <?nd appropriately so. The r e a l  leader-  

ship  of the country was i n  t h e i r  af f i rmat ive  propem, 

Today they a r e  openly a f r a i d  t o  lead,  und i f  they do 

meet f i r s t  it w i l l  be because of a greator  fenr  of being known t o  

be a f r a id  t o  lend. Vkotcver of lendership tho Republican par ty  hud 

has passed, and today it admits it must v a i t  t o  see  what we do 

so  it my know whet t o  be against .  I t s  policy is t o  wait, and 

then say %ow whenever we say "yes." That, of course, is  not 

stctesmanship, it is not loudership, it i s  not he lp fu l  t o  t h e  

country. But do not forget  t ha t  whctever it is, it is good f o r  

about 17,000,000 votes. And don't f o rge t  t ha t  thoso 17,000,000 

a r e  a t  l e a s t  a couple of mi l l ion  more than m y  Democrat ever got-- 

except Roosevelt. 

17,000,000 r cqu lms  f o r  the R~publ icans  -- how r~mn;y f o r  us? 



O u r  follovdng shows, i n  the  sane e lec t ions ,  no such s teadiness  

or  consistency. On the  c o ~ t r c r y  it is extremely sens i t i ve  t o  our par ty  

a t t i t u d e s  and leadership. Look a t  our v o l a t i l e  vote: 

1920 Cox 9 ,150,000 

1924 Davis 8, 300, 000 

1928 Sx i t h  15,000,000 

1932 Roosevclt 22,800,000 

1936 Roosev e l t  27,400,000 

One importrnt f z c t  is c lea r ;  it is  the f l uc tua t i on  i n  the  

Democrntic r o t e  which nas decideC the  l a s t  f i v e  olections.  Our stand- 

ing army hrs  a t  times cizli~ldled t o  l e s s  than 9,000,000 votes  -- approxi- 

mately one-half the  standing army of t he  Rcpublicons. We can only win 

by ca l l i ng  t o  t h e  a id  of our regulars  t he  volunteer m i l i t i a  who jo in  our 

cttnpoigns because thoy f e e l  they arc f i g h t i n g  f o r  something dear t o  thorn-- 

a s  the f ro r r t i s r  m i l i t i a  foug:it f o r  Jackson a t  New Orloans. 

These e lec t ion  re turns  therefore should convince us t h a t  t h e  

e lec t ions  of 1940 v r i l l  t u x  qn t he  Dexocrotic comention,  not on t he  

Repukllnan convention. 

And they a l s o  ought t o  convince us of the f a t i l i t y  of t r y ing  t o  

noninate a candidGte t o  please Republiccn ed i to r s  o r  t o  get Republican 

votes. Ve do not win e lec t ions  by c o n ~ e r t i n g  Republicans, nnd whenever 

the country hns t o  choose between two of ri kind, i t  takes  a Republican. 

This is now well  understood. I no longer f e r r ,  the re fore ,  os I 

did  a yenr anor thn t  we Democrats might tn:r t o  rornpete w i t h  the  Republicans 



i n  naming a-conservative.  Life among the  majority i s  s t i l l  dear t o  con- 

servat ive  Democrats, and they a r e  not going t o  a convention h e l l  bent f o r  

suicide,  We will recognize the  r e a l  conservative voting s t reng th  t o  be 

what it was i n  1936 - about 17,000,000 - and recognize t h a t  no substan- 

t i a l  pa r t  of i t  ever did o r  ever w i l l  vote fo r  a Democrat, 

Our problem is to  keep the volunteers we have twice had under 

the  leadership of President Roosevelt. Our strength i s  only equal t o  

winning when the  most people vote. The voters  who s t a y  a t  home decide 

these e lect ions ,  and evcry stzy-at-home vote i s  

i n  the  doubtful s t a t e s ,  Vie a r e  alimys defeated 

there  is  not enough difference between the  two 

trouble of voting. 

It is p la in  t ha t  our chances depend on n 

t ha t  w i l l  reach down in to  the precincts  with an 

a help t o  t he  Republicans 

when the  country f ee l s  

pa r t i e s  to  bo worth the  

candidate and o program 

appeal to t he  average 

laan and uamn strong enough t o  overcome a l l  lethargy and bring them to  

the pol ls .  We cannot get  more than 17,000,000 votes,  and, therefore, we 

cannot win, unless we have a candidate who reaches votes which cannot be 

orgmized and can only be reached as Franldin Roosevelt has reached them, - 
t3xoug.h the  heart :  the vast  army of quie t ,  unmsming people who have 

followed Roosevelt s ince 1932, i n  the  t e e th  of organized r i d i c u l e ,  s o c i a l  

ostracism, and p o l i t i c a l  chicanery, because th-ey: believed i n  what he s a i d  -.. - 
he believed. - 

Of course a strong aff i rmat ive  character  v~ho can r a l l y  our a l l i e s  

l i k e  t h a t  t o  the s ide  of our outnumbered regulars  always offends some 

timid persons, Alway~ we have some groups tttaking a walkn. 



But there a r e  few men who can b o l t  the  pa r ty  without bringing 

i n  o thers  t o  take t h e i r  place,  jus t  because those others  l i k e  a Inan who 

has enemies -- i f  they a r e  the r i gh t  enemies. 

The g res t  walk was i n  1936: t h a t  was the year we had the most 

votes. 

Give the  Democratic pa r ty  the usual  stay-at-home voters  and we 

can l e t  the Republicans have a l l  the "walkersn - both l e f t  and r i gh t .  

I f  you add a l l  of the Smith vote of 1928 t o  a l l  of the Davis vote of 1924, 

you count a l l  dyed-in-the-wool conservative Democratic s t rength  twice. 

But the aggressive l i b e r a l  of 1936 had more votes than both of them put 

togetner - and on top of tha t  some four  mi l l ion  aore  t o  throw away. 

Every Dznocrat knows t ha t  we have not won Republicans t o  our side and 

t h a t  the only proSlem i s  t o  get  our votes from the same people who gave 

them t o  us i n  1936. This can only be done i f  those same people f e e l  t h a t  

our pa r ty ' s  success has some deep meaning i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  - i f  they f e e l  

we a r e  s t i l l  f i gh t i ng  f o r  then and f o r  t h e i r  homes. 

Under these  circumstances it is inevi table  t h a t  we should f i r s t  

turn  t o  the  one leader  who has t h i s  l oya l t y  and devotion i n  the humble 

hones of the  nation whence coneth our help. O f  course I do not know what 

h i s  answer w i l l  be. But I do know what the  rank and f i l e  of Democrats 

and of c i t i z ens  generally hope it w i l l  be. 

Whether President  Roosevelt ul t imately w i l l  allow o r  w i l l  not 

allow h i s  renomination, I m one who ea rnes t ly  hopes t ha t  he w i l l  not 

announce t o  the public o r  even make within hiniself any decis ion a t  t h i s  

time. 



Why should P res iden t  Roosevel t  become the  one man i n  a l l  pub- 

l i c  l i f e  now committed t o  accept  o r  no t  t o  accept  a  nomination? 

What pub l i c  good woilld be served by binding him when a l l  o t h e r s  

remain f r e e ?  

O f  course it would se rve  t h e  convenience of o t h e r  a s p i r a n t s  if 

M r .  Roosevel t  would t i e  himself  up t o  some comi tment  s o  they  could l a y  

p l a n s  of t h e i r  own. But why n o t  l e t  Mr. Roosevel t  know t h e  o t h e r  f e l l ows t  

p l ans  before  he dec ides ,  i n s t ead  of l e t t i n g  the  o t h e r  f e l l ows  know h i s  

p l ans  so  they  can decide? 

We don ' t  want t h e  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t  of t h e  Democratic p a r t y  pu t  

i n  hock. We enjoy  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  making fun  wi th  those  who ilse t h e  

hun te r ' s  s t r a t e g y  of t r y i n g  t o  "smoke ou tn  h i s  erne. The American people 

want M r .  Ro3sevel t ,  befoi-e he dec ides  on wiletiler he w i l l  r e t i r e ,  t o  know 

such important t h ings  a s :  t he  s t a t e  of t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ;  what 

i s s u e s  a r i s e  i n  t h i s  s e s s i o n  of Congress a f f e c t i n g  h i s  p r o g r a  and the  

pub l i c  we l f a re ;  and more than  e l l ,  what would t h e  consequences of h i s  

d e c i s i o n  be i n  t e r n s  of p a r t y  p o l i c y  and leadersh ip .  

While t h e  c x n t r y ,  a long  wi th  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  world,  is going  

through a pe r iod  of t e m i o n  and danger,  the people f e e l  more comfortable 

i f  t h e  one ,man of exper ience ,  of g r e a t  fo l lawiug ,  and of g r e a t  power re -  

n a i n s  o f r e e  man. 

The cool  confidence wi th  which t h i s  country today f a c e s  t h e  

modern c l a sh  of s o c i a l  and economic f o r c e s ,  which have beeil mismanaged 

i n  Europe t o  the  po in t  of r evo lu t ion ,  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and war, is  funda- 

menta l ly  due t o  confidence i n  t he  compete,we and good w i l l  of t h i s  man. 



Lincoln had t ha t  power - t o  hold h i s  people's courage t o  the  

g rea t  moral i ssues  of t h e i r  time, - t o  hold them together not only t o  

s t a r t ,  but t o  f in i sh ,  a f t e r  the  first f lush of excitement was past  and 

the burden became r e a l l y  heavy. 

That same magnificent power t o  give men the  steady courage t o  

throw themselves against  problems bigger than ever men have faced, - 
t h a t  same power t o  insg i re  the t r u s t  of mil l ions  who t r u s t  nothing e l s e ,  

and no one e l s e ,  i n  our p o l i t i c a l  and business l i f e ,  i n  our common de- 

fense and our general welfcre - r e s t s  i n  the  Tibite Uouse today i n  

Franklin Roo sevel  t . 
He is our Lincoln. 

We must not make t he  mistake of t r e a t i ng  l i gh t l y  the  responsibil-  

i t y  of our own par ty  i n  t h i s  hour. The very f a c t  t h a t  leadership is  ca s t  

upon our par ty  makes the  country doubly c r i t i c a l  of our performance - and 

r i g h t l y  so. The first concern of the  American people a t  t h i s  hour is  

tha t  no i n t e r e s t s ,  no prejudices,  no hates,  and no ambitions be allowed 

t o  involve us  i n  the  u .  abroad. President Roosevelt's bold, but prudent, 

foreign policy,  keeping the  American f l a g  f a r  enough from the  f i r e  t o  

keep i t  from being singed, has i n  a few months changed the  fee l ing  t ha t  

i t  was inevi table  t ha t  we must become involved t o  a fee l ing  t ha t  i t  is  in- 

evi table  t ha t  we must not ,  =d will not,  become involved. The opposition 

i n  the coming campaign may be f r ee  t o  play p o l i t i c s  with foreign pol icy,  

but we i n  whose hands destiny r e s t s  must stand squarely with the  President 

against every pressure t o  l e t  American pol icy ge t  -to zones of  danger. 



And the second great concern is much like the first. We do not 

want America to go to war, but more than that we do not want the war to 

bring its moral and intellectual consequences to us. Ve want none of its 

dictatorship either of a proletariat or of the Fascist kind; we want 

none of the censorship, the suppression, the ideology, or the hysteria 

that follows in the train of war. Rather, as one historian, with the 

perspective of the scholar, has well said: The real dcnger, from the 

liberal point of view, is not that Mazis and Comunists will destroy 

liberal democracy by free speaking, but that liberal d$mocracy, through 

its own failure to cure social ills, will destroy itself by breeding Nazis 

and  communist^.^ 

That comes close to being the keystone of our liberal philosophy 

today. We must fight radicalism by removing its provocations. The New 

Deal mst go forward - not perhaps at the same pace, and certainly not 
without heed to the lessons of its own experience. We must n o t  fall 

into the error for which we so f'reely 3lame others of letting ?ride or 

stubbornness prevent us from learning or correcting shortcomings in our 

own legislation or administration. 

But our liberal attitude nust always be that unrest in America 

must be dealt with by remedy of its legitimate grievances, Under such a 

program dissatisfaction might be noisy, but never dangerous. To this end 

our program of unemployment insurance, old age benefits, relief, the 

youth administration, farm recovery and public works mst go on, as the 

need appears, the cost of them far more than offset by the terrible cost 

of not having them. 



On the  l a s t  day of t h e  old year an outstanding h i s t o r i q f r e e  

f ron  t h e  b ias  of p r ac t i c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  ca l led a t t en t i on  t o  our entrance i n t o  

t he  f i f t h  decade o f  a century whose s tory  already includes anong i t s  

decades none sf world-wide war; one o f  anxious, uneven recovery, and f i n a l l y  

a fourth decade of renewed collapse,  ending cgain i n  conf l i c t s  t ha t  a r e  

spreading devastat ion m c r  two contirients aud a l l  t k e  seas." It vrould be 

a huni l ic t ing thought t h t  our country, r i ches t  i n  r l a tc r ia l  things,  most 

resourceful  i n  invention, sh.mld leave  such a record ~f i t s e l f ,  But 

Professor XeviSalso poiilts out t h a t  we hcve a l so  !lzd the "Decade af 3 grea t  

r a l l y .  Ha char~c i ;mizes  %imy of t he  r c w  Anerican e f for t s"  a s  wstunbling 

and ineptw but he yrocwc3 t3 szy: 

"But it i s  n l m  true tile great  r c l l y  af 1933 and 
t 3 e  succec3in;: years rcleased c new s p i r i t ,  c f'uller con- 
prehension of tho i c t s r d e p e ~ d e r t  ckaracter  9f the vcrious 
o l c m r t s  i n  Ar?erican oconmy, 2nd c~f the  xsed f o r  rr f i r n c r  
soc i c l  s , .?l idari ty.  It is too nuch t o  expect that  tho f i r s t  
t en  yecrs would furnish  us with m n y  wcll-wrought applica- 
t ions  of the  m w  ~ t t i t u d e .  To have t h e  new s p i r i t  i t s e l f  
is  gt2in on~ugh." 

me country w i l l  choose t o  go forward t o  better-wrought applica- 

t ions  s f  t h i s  s p i r i t e  ATJ i t  x i11  not c h o s e  t o  do so w d c r  any leadership  

t h c t  has nissed klowing t5o s g i r i t  i t s e l f ,  -As tilc n i n e t e e ~ t h  century owed 

tho re lease  qf its l a t e n t  spirit of dmocracy t o  Aadrew Jackson, so  t h e  

twentieth owes t he  re loase  of its s p i r i t  t g  Frc?rUin D. R o o s ~ v e l t ~  For our  


