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M r .  P res ident ,  M r .  Foreign Minister ,  Lord Mayor, and 

f r i e n d s  who meet i n  memory of President  Roosevelt.  

I t  is  an honor and p r i v i l e g e  t o  speak t o  t h e  people of 

Czechoslovakia who d e s i r e  t o  meet i n  respect  f o r  F rank l in  

Delano Roosevelt. I t  is t h e  anniversary  of a sad day i n  t h e  

l i v e s  of a l l  of us who were perrriitted t o  serve  under him in 

h i s  government. I could t e l l  you, i f  I were more g i f t e d ,  of 

h i s  kindness toward us  and h i s  thoughtfulness  of t h e  men 

about him. I could t e l l  you of t h e  f a t h e r l y  i n t e r e s t  he 

took i n  t h e  young men whom he brought i n t o  pub l i c  l i f e ,  and 

I could speak very f e e l i n g l y  of h i s  u n f a i l i n g  c h a r i t y  toward 

our mistakes.  H i s  a t t i t u d e  toward u s  was more n e a r l y  t h a t  



of an indulgent parent  than  tha t  of an exact ing c h i e f ,  

Today i s  a l s o  a  sad anniversary i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  

s t r u g g l e  of human freedom. This man i s  missed and mourned 

wherever men s u f f e r  oppression, p r i v a t i o n  or i n j u s t  ice .  He 

was temperamentally on t h e  s i d e  of those  who s u f f e r e d  wrongs. 

From t h e  very beginning he i n s t i n c t i v e l y  knew t h a t  t h e r e  was 

no b a s i s  upon which t h e  democracies of t h e  world could bar- 

ga in  with H i t l e r .  He i n s t i n c t i v e l y  understood t h a t  Naziism 

was t h e  e v i l  t h i n g  with which t h e r e  could be no compromise. 

The planned b a r b a r i t i e s  of t h a t  system offended h i s  sense  of 

Jus t  ice .  

President  Roosevelt was a  f i rm f r i e n d  and admirer of 

Czechoslovakia. I t  is  a  gracious a c t ,  deeply apprec ia ted  by 

t h e  American people, t h a t  President Benes and Foreign Min- 

i s t e r  Masaryk out of regard f o r  t h e i r  old f r i e n d s h i p  f o r  him 

and h i s  deep sympathy wi th  them, have come ton igh t  t o  t h i s  

memor i a  l  meet ing. 

President  Roosevelt 's sympathy and h i s  understanding 

was always with t h e  people of t h i s  country during t h e i r  hour? 

under t h e  Nazi yoke. One of h i s  grea t  i n t e r e s t s  was t h a t  tht  

war c r iminals  who had overrun t h i s  and other  c o u n t r i e s  and 

i n f l i c t e d  such barbar ic  treatment on t h e  inhab i t an t s  should 

be i d e n t i f i e d  and punished - not because of mere vengeance, 

but c h i e f l y  because he f e l t  t h a t  punishment was one way t h a t  

r e p e t i t i o n  of t h i s  s o r t  of th ing  could be prevented o r  made 

l e s s  l i k e l y .  Because h i s  f e e l i n g  and determinat ion was 

shared by President Truman, I was sent  t o  Europe; and t h a t  



gives  me t h e  opportuni ty t o  be here ton igh t .  

I s h a l l  not speak of the  f a t e  of t h e  Nazi war crimi- 

n a l s  on t r i a l  a t  Nuremberg. The g u i l t  and punishment, of 

course,  is f o r  the  cour t  t o  Judge and not f o r  me. But I 

would l i k e  t o  remind you of something t h a t  impressed me s t r o r r  

a s  we have proceeded with the  t r i a l  a t  Nuremberg. I speak 

of i t  because i t  concerns t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  German people 

and t h e  f u t u r e  deal ing w i t h  them i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  

peace of Europe. I have ye t  t o  hear one of t h e s e  men say  

t h a t  he r eg re t t ed  he had a pa r t  i n  s t a r t i n g  t h e  war. Thei r  

only  reg re t  i s  a t  losing i t .  Not one s i g n  of c o n t r i t i o n  or  

reform has appeared, e i t h e r  in  publ ic  testimony o r  p r i v a t e  

i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of t h e  21 men i n  t h e  dock. Not one of them ha- 

condemned t h e  persecut ion of t h e  Jews or  of t h e  Church - t he  

have only sought t o  evade personal r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Mot or-- 

has condemned t h e  c r e a t i o n  of concentrat  ion camps; indeed, 

Goering t e s t i f i e d  they  a r e  useful  and necessary.  Not one 

has indica ted  t h a t  i f  he were f r e e  and a b l e  he would not do 

t h e  same t h i n g  over again.  From t h e i r  tes t imony it i s  appal - 
e n t  t h a t  t h e y  would expect t h e  support of most of t h e  Germar 

people i n  t h e  same program again.  The testimony of Hermann 

Goering is  t h e  s t ronges t  argument I ye t  have seen t h a t  Mazi- 

i s m  is unregenerate and v i r u l e n t ,  and he himself says  only 

t h e  s t e r n e s t  measure can succeed with t h e  German people.  

This p r a c t i c a l  f a c t  shown up a t  t h e  Nuremberg t r i a l  must not 

be overlooked in deal ing w i t h  t h e  German problem. 

The world counci l s  which muSt deal wi th  these  problems 



w i l l  miss the  presence of Frankl in D. Roosevelt.  He was a 

grea t  man - a man, a s  Mr. Masaryk has pointed ou t ,  d i s c i -  

pl ined by i l l n e s s .  He never l o s t  courage; never f o r  one 

moment i n  t h e  darkest  hours of t he  w a r  was t h e r e  a doubt 

i n  h i s  mind of t h e  outcome. And t h e r e  were some dark  hours 

on our s i d e  of t h e  A t l a n t i c  too.  President  Roosevelt had 

t h e  precious g i f t  of insp i r ing  t h e  courage of o t h e r s .  When 

he d ied ,  t h e  v i c t o r y  f o r  which he had s t rugg led  was in  s i g h t  

He was one of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  of t h e  war. 

But i f  he is  no longer among us, we can s t i  11 t a k e  

courage from h i s  example when dark days f a c e  us. We must 

remember t h a t  r i g h t  has a s t r eng th  of i t s  own. No end w i l l  

j u s t i f y  wrong a s  a means; instead,  wrong means w i l l  de fea t  

t h e  bes t  of ends. There is a r i g h t  and a wrong about t h e  

conduct of men and of  na t ions  t h a t  is not merely a m a t t e r  

of expediency, and the  man or t h e  people which ceases  t o  

make j u s t i c e  i t s  standard of conduct is  l o s t .  

Many ideas and i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  we thought were good 

and perhaps served well i n  t h e i r  time have been rendered 

obsole te  by t h e  war. Much t h a t  we have known w i l l  pass awaj 

There w i l l  be many changes i n  a l l  our coun t r i e s .  But we  

must never f o r g e t  tha t  r i g h t  dealing i s  never outmoded, 

j u s t i c e  i s  never obsolete ,  t r u e  democracy is  v indica ted  

by t h e  v ic to ry .  We can face  these  th ings  and f a c e  our 

problems a s  he faced h i s  - with courage and b e l i e f  i n  t h e  



triumph of freedom from arbitrary power and of Justice 

between man and man. We must 1 ive in the  s p i r i t  of  t h e  

poet who said:  

"Though a l l  we know depart 

The old commandments stand. 

In courage keep your hearts , 
In strength l i f t  up your hand. 11 


