
Americans vs. Fifth, Columnists : a symposium 

. Lpsr monch, in a widely quoted and publicized jrciclc by Werner 
Gl " , Survey Graphic p m t c d  the moat thorovh md 

, d i p d o n a t e  picture t h t  has yet been published on what bps 
mm to be called the N d  Fifth Column The rrtide'a impli- 
cations, as well aa ib bcu, were o f  aicb a challenging MWb 
chat the ediron of Survey Graphic invited a number o f  k- 

Our Government 1s Prepared A g a k  the Fifth Column 
by ROBERT H. JACKSON, Attorney General of the 
United States 

THIS NATION IS WELL B O W P E I )  TO COMBAT SABOTAGE, ZSPION- 

age, Fifth Column a c t i ~ e s ,  and othcr mattcrs rclatcd to law 
cnforcemcnt. Long bcfore Lbis country bccamc alivc to the 

. dmgcrs of the Fifth Column, the P~esident, forewarned by 
his cxpcricnce in the World War, saw emergence of nadoaal 
dcfcnse ns the nation's first problem. As long ago a3 Scp- 

' r e m k  6 1934 he di,rcacd that all federal agencies dealhg 
' with civil defense during peace time be coordinated under the 

Dcpmment of Justice. By Executive Order he directed the 
expansion of thc Federal Bureau of Invcstigacion and phccd 
investigative activities wholly under, the .dieccion of Mr. 
Hoover, whosc preeminence in this field has given thc 
country confidtncc that the task wjll be *thoroughly done. 
,,, There are other %deraP;'ag&+s'-Yrich ,at' the Military In- 
telligence and Naval Intclligcnce, %hich, in addition to thcir 
particular duties, are activcly coopcrating .with thc Federal 
Burcau of Invcsrigacion in covcrhp the ,6Jd properly as- 
signed to the fcdcrd government. Under om scheme of 
pvernmcnt there remain, of coursc. catah divisions of ru- 

" thoriy been state go+ernrnc,nts and strictly local municipal 
govcrments. 

The dctcction of spia is no job for mercly well-intytioned 
citizens, hnwcvcr patriode, The foreign agcnt .and t h ~  skilled 
~ p y  are trahcd to their jobs find a n  be dulc  with only by 

,. o~~~ who i: m i n d  t:, his j t * h : ~ ~ ~ e u r  CEAP or mob efforts 
I &nost inv~riably scizc upon people who are mcrcly quccr or 
: ' who ,hold opinions of an unpopular dngc, or who talk too 

much or otherwise give oEmsc. 
Thc law cnforccmcnt of thc Unitcd States m d  that of the 

mtvcrd states, and that of uch of the municipaliti~s, should 
bc kept under the control of of6cials who are rdpondblc for 

' their conduct and subjat to the discipline and training of 
Itf ly,  recognized law afo:otccment bodics. E x p d  them d 

must to who'ec.vw extent necessary, but wd? no ,ciri 
cumstanccs let & tolerate t.hc caking of law enforcement into 
Private hands. 

For the &st time thc United States must rncct the comp- 
tbon of a tot.al;tadrn economy m d  must resist a wcl! de- 

..-vcl* stratcgy of pe r ra t ion  and infiltration both b~ 
"d by forcign agents. n c  colrrsc of the war in Europe has 

;, aLm raised many new and uriplcasmt problems for cach of m. 
bong these problems is that of the so-called Fifth Column, 

jmmediatc object is to szbcagc American morale, to 
'low up produc&n, co stir up strife, to d d v a t c  hates id : 'bb&,' to destroy swfidcnce the govcrm- ~d gma 

i .  wcakcn us, whcthcr a a military pow=, a 
-petitor, or as the source and cxam.ple of democratic $el& 
govcmrrrcnt which they £car and hate. 

Altogether too m-7 people of the Fifth Column as 
'' groups of disloyal &kens or of disloyd, workmcn who are 
, mWed to s a b g c  indugwid plants. TO be SWC, We fice 
hat dmger. ~ r u  a g r m  menam us is the c f f o ~  bang 

. ?adc he now rrg "soften*7 t t u s  co~lntey as Franv was 

SOhmed,; nii, don &e form 0i the eroMsc 
, hinesr or&n -d of p c o f i ~  if t h ~  w.mT can be 

O' and 

icenr dho are pibmincndy identified with a r l t ~ m l ~  le& vclfara, 
and education+ work to answer the qudon: 'What a m 
do, demdccpric31b, to identify and c o u a t e ~  the Fifth Cohmm 
in the United Scats?" Tbe repligq including a mtcmurt frmn 
the Attorney General of  the United Stam? have r d c c d  in 
a s y m p o b  of profound ad. timely importance.-The  editor^ 

business relations resumcd as usual with the victor. In hold- 
ing out thc allure of busincss this &n & to crate a 
F i  Colunm among men of in0uencc and respectability. 

I r  is not iflegal to dangle this bait before Amcrican burG 
ncss men even in our own prcss nod in our markers. But it 
is wcll rhat 0.w people reeognizc it when thcy see it, and 

. that we cease the belief rhat &om in this country arc 'con- 
fined to ,the cpdiucs of the Black Tom days. 

Yet it is important that American pcople do not pCrmit an 
attitude of suspicion of their neighbors, and charge with dis- 
loyalty evcry person with whom they have individual d i s  

.agreements. Not every person who sticks his ncdc out in 
curiosity is a spy. Not cvcry person who believes that &crc 
is need for improvamenc in our government or a nccd for 
cbangc'in its laws i a  an undcrcovtir agenr of forcign govern- 
ments. And not cvcry bad job donc in an industrial plant is 

, thc result-:o£ sak,%gc;. .wc ,have put .on new workers and in- 
creased thcir speeds and r good dcd of bad work is mcain 
to result. The greatest reliancc of; thc lawenforcing auchori- 
ties is upon sound and calm and dispasai,onatc attitudes on 
thc part of the American peoplc and its press. We must not 
yicld to any tendmcy to bccomc frightened and to make 
cnc~nics among oudves.  

On the ocha hoad, dissenting groups or nonconforming 
individw1.s will help to maintain thc low that gives thcm 
such freedom if t.7 will usc a common sense recognition 
t h t  evcnts have unsettled public opiaion and that it i s  a 
period of n~.comn~c;r~ c~citcrnent and sensitivity. Penms wbc 
go about Biluni,.,, &ir right, to be provocative or disagree- 
able or isterqxra~r: in speech are among the chicf c n d e s  
of tho liherq we arc! tryin to pieseive. f Let  us avoid soqc of c mistaka which givc aid and 
assi,stsncc to any Fifth Column: 

Firsr: We must permit no tmpcring with our civil rights, 
for the first break in that bulwark will provide the opening 
wedge for rhosc who evk the breakdown of our democratic 
system; 
Second; We must prcvcnt lnwlcssncss and mob viol,cncc, 
for by destroying law and ordcr wc c,ccate the eonfusion in 
which the Fiftb Column tbrives. 
Third: We p~ust not alicnatc thc abcn who wants to be 
loyal, for by so doing we drive him into the a m p  of the 
Fitih Column. 
Foanh: Wc must have a social and economie policy in the 
nation which will not leavc dl. ions of p p l c .  hopdcsrly out- 
side of in bendits and comforts. A rcacdonarp national 
policy would be the greatest aid and comfort a Fifth Column 
could hope for. 


