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It would occasion my deep g ra t i tude  a t  any timo t o  bo 

chosen, with Senator Wagner, f o r  an award from t h i s  c l a s s  f o r  

mepitorious survice. But the re  a r e  reasons why jus t  a t  t h i s  

time it 13 a cause of unusual sa t is fact ion.  k storm of violence 

and poison is  weeping over the  world. Tho thoughts of men a r e  

turned t o  f e a t s  of s t rength  and new achieveuents i n  destruction.  

Yet your award can only bc a recognit ion of e f f o r t  i n  

a wholly d i f f e r en t  f i e ld .  Whatever of service  I have been, o r  

ever can be,  able t o  render is  i n  t ry ing  t o  bring about peaceful 

and reason02 ;~Cjustments i n  the. law, which i s  the foundation of 

our s o c i a l  order. 

Your award is  s i gn i f i c an t ,  too ,  because it i s  i n  t h i s  

f i e l d  t h a t  my generation must have fa i led .  Had we not f a i l e d  i n  

our peace adjustments, we could not be undergoin& t h e  present  

t r i a l  by ordeal. Only twenty years  ago the democracies of the  

world had i n  t h e i r  possession conlplete victory. I n  l e s s  than a 

generation it has been wasted away u n t i l  again they a re  i n  a 

s t ruggle  f o r  t h e i r  very existence. Certainly we have not  been 

wise i n  the  ways of peace. 

Eveu i n  t h i s  time of tumult w e  should recognize t h a t  t he  

ul t imate  t e s t  of our. c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  i:: orde ' i r g  our peace-time 

l i f e  t o  prevent c cn f l i c t s  or  t o  adjus t  thtm bcforc  t!iay reach 

violent  proportions. Unless we c a n  do t!int, :dl. vic tory  i s  enpty 

and i l l u s ive .  Wlen forcc has spent i t s e l f ,  t1.c: p r o b l m s  inn~arent  

i n  the creut ion of  a more jus t  and proprcssive order w i l l  rcnain. 



!%en the world sits down t o  gather up the  pieces  and reconstruct  the  order 

for the world to  come, it w i l l  have t o  work out re la t ionsh ips  t h a t  w i l l  be 

sustained by roason, not by force alone. k bruised and wounded world w i l l  

seek a re tu rn  t o  some kind of r u l e  of law, and the duration of peace w i l l  

depend on the  jus t i ce  and equity of the ru l e  it s e t s  up. 

Democracies can never prevai l  by force of arms alono. The power 

of weapons s t i l l  depends on the judgment and courage and devotion of the  

men who wield them. You cannot mechanize loya l ty  or  the  w i l l  t o  sac r i f i ce .  

These q u a l i t i e s  a re  not aroused i n  m5n by any abst ract  concept of a 

democracy. Thoy are  aroused only when they f e e l  t h a t  the democracy is 

the i r  denocrac:~, a sa t is fying wey of l i f e ,  a s2mbol of r e a l  opportunity f o r  

themselves and t h e i r  chilitron, an equali ty i n  substance not jus t  i n  words, & 

plan of freedoms which respect the dignity of the  individual. These loyal-  

t i e s  are dampened these enthusiasms cooled by every long-standing in- 

just ice or  oppression and by ever; privation arld insecur i ty  which a f f ec t  

masses of men. 

Your awards: today can only be  construed as encouragement to  the 

e f fo r t s  we have made i n  the f i e l d  of l eg i s l a t i on  and l e g a l  i n t e rp re t a t i on  

to enlarge the  capacity of t h e  law t o  deal  with soci ,d  insecur i ty  and 

economic in jus t i ce .  In t h i s ,  our country was l a t e  i n  biginning - i ts  s teps  

h v e  been slow and fal tering.  But wo have i n  these recent years  s e t  about 

tzak of' brincing thc  strength 311d prcltecticn of' i L 7 i i o ~ r a ~ y  t o  every f i r e -  

S i d e  a d  tho jus t ice  nf democracy t o  every wrjrkbci-icL i l l  t h ~  land. I t  is 

there t!ldt democracy must look for  i t s  ~ t r c n g t h ,  m ~ i  t o  them it owes the 

"iny,le jus t i ce  of our  recent s o c i d  did  lubnr l eg i s l a t i on  and court  deci- 

d o n s .  Those s h o r t - s i a t e d  persons who would .;eize our ?resent emergency 

to s t r i k e  doom these geins would break thc  heart  01% democracy a t  the  very 

they a re  demanding of i t  new sacr i f i ces  ,and cxertions. 



O f  course t o  your gencratioa ra thor  than t o  ours f a l l s  the  rosponsi- 

b i l i t y  and t h o  opgortunity t o  orgaoizo a succoosful poacc; t i n e  democracy - 
a f'm rroro d i f f i c u l t  t a sk  than t o  orcanizc a successful war. Its pa t te rn  

is i n  your unfettered minds, not i n  ours s o  saturated with tho philosophy of 

tfla s t a t u s  quo. Its hope is  i n  your frcsh s p i r i t s ,  ~ o t  i n  our wcaiy ones. 

your heavy aRd de l i ca t c  task is t o  b r in s  pcacc and s t a b i l i t y ,  th ru  jus t ico 

and f a i r  2c31iw. Pcaco botwcon individuals, bctwccn nations, bctwoen 

races, bctwccn clasacs,  bctwcon croods and opiciom r e s t s  oiLy on tho ancicr-t 

fowdation of g o v c m c n t  by consont of thc ~ovorncd,  su-ranacy of tho rule  

of law, applied to  t h e  iadiviclual x i t h  Lxpar t io l i ty  and justico. Facc it 

with hope and d c t c m i x i t i o ~ .  If sonc of our work you f i r d  ~ o o d ,  wo s h a l l  

bo happy. But t o  borro:~ fmn Kiplirq:: 

Vhour& a l l  wc kncvr dcpart 

Thc o l d  Comn&.lcr,t s s t a ~ d  : - 
'1:~ ca:rraGc kccp your 

I n  strc2:;th l i f t  up yaur hand.*" 


