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M r .  A t to rney  Genera i  and f r i e n d s  i n  the  
Department of J u s t  ice: - 

I am t o w h e d ,  t h a t  i n  t h i s  hour you 
remember m e  a s  One who has shared with you 
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  a f  s e rv ing  under P res iden t  
RooseveLt, ,and a s  one who would share  your 
g r i e f  i n  h i s  stldden deeth. No other event 
could b ~ w  so many human heads i n  a common 
s o r r o w  and  a s e n s e  of p e r s o n a l  l o s ~ a  
'J't~roughout t h e  land,  by  count less  hqmble 
f i r e s i d e s  peqp le  f e e l  less secu re  today 
because he is gone; f o r ,  while he walked 
wi th  Kings, t h e y  knew t h a t  he never l o s t  
the'aommon touch; t h a t  he was their f r i end  
and advocate ;  t h a t  whi le  he l i v e d  t h e r e  
would be no forgot ten  man.  Neither sea  nor 
land s t r e t c h e d  f a r  enough t o  g e t  out  of 
range of h i s  sympathy and undenstanding. 
During these  r ecen t  years I, l i k e  the r e s t  
of  you, have watched with growing anxie ty  
as  he spent  himself s o  f r ee ly  i n  the  cause 
in  which he be1 ieved. But he brushed aside 
a l l  warnings, a1 1 of h i s  caution was bestowed 
upon o t h e r s  and he thought  o f  no human 
being but  himself a s  expendable. 

This is not  the  time t o  dwell upon h i s  
place a s  one of the most comnanding fSgures 
of world history.  yo Alexander, or Caesar, 
o r  Hannibal, o r  Capoleon, or  Hi t le r ,  ever 



colnvrnded such an aggregation of physical 
force. But Power was never an end t o  him, 
it was a means,- a means t o  a b e t t e ~  world 
where men might l i v e  t h e i r  chosen l i v e s ,  
rear thei r  families i n  decency and security,  
safe ly  think and speak the i r  thoughts, gnd 

b e t t e r  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  cond i t ions .  H i s  
o f f i c e  was the  symbol of the  g r e a t e s t  of 
organized physical forces. But it was the 
moral forces and s p i r i t u a l  a sp i ra t ions  of 
mankiad which he r e a l l y  typif ied and they 
never were s o  p a ~ 8 i o n a t e l y  concentra ted 
arouhd a +tingle person. A s  History w i l l  
look back on our time, above the other men 
who made up i ts  s c e n e s ,  t h e  f i g u r e  of  
Roosevelt w i l l  s t and  .like a sha rp ly  c u t  
roak i n  t h e  midst of  a s h a p e l e s s  sea*. 

President Roosevelt had an i n t e r e s t  i n  
th i s  Department second only perhaps t o  that  
in  the Navy, t o  which we often jokingly re- 
f e r red  as nthe Pres iden t ' s  branch of the  
service*. A s  a lawyer, he often was c r i t i -  
c a l  of our p ro fess ion ;  of its backward- 
looking tendencies, its preoccupation a t  
times with red tape t o  the in jury of what 
he thought were more v i t a l  in te res t s .  He 
threw upon t h i s  Department from time t o  
time constantly expanding responsibi l i t ies ,  
which sometimes were more welcome as evi-  
dence of his confidence than for  the du t i es  
they carried. But he was deeply in teres ted 
i n  a l l  of its problem. He wanted us, a s  



attorneys for  the gavernment, t o  l ive  up t o  
t h e  b e s t  t r a d i t i o n  of our profess ion,  t o  
shun shoddy work and t o  do equal j u s t i c e  
d e r  the law. 

Before m e  a r e  many men of whose work 
d t h e r  i n  general  or  fn  par t iculan cases, 
I had occasion t o  t a l k  with the president, 
and msny whom he knew by nilne - usually by 
the f i r s t  name. W e  cannot avoid &,some- 
what persona3 note* Toward us i n  the De- 
psrTtment h e  n e v e r  was r n  e x a c t i n g  OF 

critimd overlord.  I hare had, on more 
than one oeeasion t o  t r y  t o  explain t o  him 
why things went the  way they did, instead 
of the way I had t o l d  him they would go. 
Peals of hear ty  laughter would smother my 
erbarrassmnt.  H i s  patience with blundelc 
lng w a s  sometimes past  understanding, - but 
it was mighty comforting when the blunder 
was your own. How he found time t o  pen i n  
his own hand the  innumerable l i t t l e  chi ts ,  
t e l l i n g ,  o r  asking,  o r  commenting about 
t h i s  and t h t ,  I do not know, No f a t h e r  
could be more s o l i c i t o u s  of the p e r s m a l  
and family welfare of those in  h i s  c i rc le .  
No one worked harder - and no one made you 
s o  f e e l  l i k e  working hard yourself - and 
no one knew b e t t e r  the proper proportions 
i n  which r e l a x a t i o n  and laughter m u s t  be 
mixed w&th a l l  well-balanced work. He  
loved t h e  s imple  th ing&, he could mke  
e i t h e r  a Eing o r  a countryman f e e l  a t  



ease  i n  h i s  presence. H i s  pe r sona l i ty ,  
h i s  s e r e n e  s e l f  confidence, h i s  g e n t l e  
firmness were g i f t s  of the Gods. 

I th ink  Pres iden t  Roosevelt would be 
pleased tha t  we have paused today i n  h i s  
memory. This is not because he would have 
wanted a personal t r ibu te .  But he would 
have seen it as a sign of our dedication t o  
the  t h i n g s  he s tood  f o r  and t h a t  would 
gladden him. And no t  t h e  l e a s t  of  h i s  
great  sewioes  t o  our times was t o  inspire  
us a l l  wi th  h i s  personal  courage i n  the  
presence of handicaps  of  l i f e  and t h e  
mysteries of death. Despair or defeatism 
among men or nations vanished a t  h is  touch. 
He would want no dishear tening note now. 
After we have paused and renewed our cour- 
age through each other 's  counsel, he would 
expect us t o  pick up the burden and ca r ry  
on. 

A 1 1  of IS w i l l  agree that for  the inter-  
ests of a l l  that  we.have and are, President 
Roosevelt 's death  is untimely. H o w  much 
his passim affects  the destinies aP nankind, 
we can never estimate. Certainly, when the 
New World meets the  Old i n  council ,  t h i s  
Hemisphere can no lorzer send a personality 
s o  appealing, a mind s o  r i ch ly  endowed and 
informed, a heart s o  warm and under8 tanding, 
a s p i r i t  s o  unconquerable. 

But we cannot say t h a t  Death d e a l t  un- 
kindly with him. I n  many ways h i s  sudden 



pgssing comes as a f i t t i n g  climax t o  llie. 
We a r e  glad. t h a t  he l ived the  high maents 
when he could see  tha t  h is  e f f o r t s  have led 
our country t o  the  very threshold of victo- 
ry  bobh i n  Europe aml i n  the  Orierit. It iS 
as thoigh the PrdMidadt had sen t  h i s  best- 
l o v e d  firiend-, O e e ' ( 1 1  Watsan, r t ~  prepape 
the  wey, bhd now he has  followed t o  the  
mace which s h a l l  have no end. 


