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Address Delivered by Hon. R. H. Jackson1 
at  inner ~ e n d e k d  H O ~ .  ~ rane i .  ~iddlai 

I think i t  is  some indication of the1 
really revolutionary character of the 
New Deal that  the Jacksons welcome 

i 
the Biddles to Washington and the i  
Biddles welcome the Jacksons to Phila- 
delphia. I was willing to go a long 
way toward effecting this reconcili- 
ation and came here asking only a fair  
and open field, and supposing that  
1~'iancis would not take advantage of 
my small-town background and imag- 
ination. Then the Biddles began to 
arrive. There were Alice and Geordne, 
2nd Ned, Eric, Charlie and Nick; and 
I began to realize that  Francla had 
packod the meeting on the Jackson%. 
I realized furthermore that altlioiough 
the Biddlcs mi ht work separ sides 
of the street, t fey  were usin %endid 
teamwork. I see now that  jrancls 1s 
a true Democrat. From now on my 
slogan is going to be that I am the 
first Jackson to'be invited to p Biddl'e 
family reunion. Francis perhapr 
hasn't told you the entire sto about 
how he got into ~ashington.%hat is 
another instance of teamwork among 
the Biddles. George really entered 
Francis in the Department Q Justice. 
He painted Francis in one o i  the pic- 
tures in the departmmt. Many of yota 
have seen and recognized him in the 
surroundings. It is a working family 
and in recognition of Francis' position 1 
in that  family he was brought down to 
cham ion the cause of the underfed 
and t i e  undernourished. 

in a class in the u per high school in 
Harper, Kans., a n f t h a t  the ckws had,  
been directed to make a study of the 
Department of Justice, and she said, 
"Will you please send me all available 
free material on soliciting in the De- 
partment of Justice?" I had about re- 
covered from the humit'iation of that  
incident w h ~ n  Judge Morris of Wash- 
ington had a visit from a little niece 
who wrote home and said she had met 
the "Celestial General"' I gave up 
these titles refuctanff y and somewhat, 
despairingly to Francis. However, the j 
other day over a t  Mr. Justice Black's1 
home little Josephine, who is some 1 
seven or eight years old, peeked in, 
and her mother said, "Josephine, you 
are  not to come in here. Didn't I' tell 
you you are not to come in here?" She 
said, "Well, I want tp loold a t  the 
'Eternal General'." 

I trust that you reaii appreciate 
the importance of the d c e  to which 
Francis has been lastlf appointed. The 
offlce of Solicitor General is the only 
office that I personally ever rwlly 
coveted, and i t  has very peculiar sfg- 
nificance in the legal profession. When 
I was finally confirmed, after some dis- 
cussion, I felt ver happy indeed. One, 

1 
, 
l 

day I received a Ltter  on the station- 
ery of a bank, and I saw quickly that  
it had some significance. They had 
made some appraisal, from a banker's 
point of view of this ofice of Solicitor 
Gcncral; and when I read what they: 
sald, I realized t b  importance of that  
position in the banking profession. I t  
said: '.My Dear Mr. golicitor General : I Your pos~tion entitles ou to hr rowj  
$300 or less without enafarsement.'? 11 

I always had some diftlculty whew-' 
ever I went among the Irlymea in make/ 
ing plain just what the p~si t ioa  reall 
was, because they were confused abodl  
this Sdieitor Generat businessd but, 
never war it. more clearly brought out, 
than in r eard whish f .ceCa~&,bhort.tly 
before Franc$ Biddle took over mp 
offfce,-from a girl whe said rhe was 



io handle. 
I am g h d  to welcome Francis Bid- 

dle to  the public service because he , 
I 

consiioue. - 
The Solicitor General of the United 

States has a good deal of responslbil- 
ity for the development of public law 
in the United States, ,because day 
after day in a great var~ety  of cases, 
for good or ill-and I: have heard 
i t  suggested sometimes that  it was 
for ill-the Solicitor General advances 

responsibility, and it is a satisfaction 
to know that  it is the hands of* a 
man of experience and of mtegrlty 

When this Constitution was adopted 
in this city, the country was in the 
midst of the great depression which 
foIIowed the Revolution, and the fun- 
damental purpose of the framers of 
the Constitution was set u a govern- 
ment equal to dealin r i tR  the prob- 
lems of an organiEef society. Under 
the hand of John Marshall it received 
a broad interpretation to accompIish 
those purposes. Then came the days 
of the slave power. Constantly there 
was fear of National development be- 
cause it was foreseen that  that  was 
the direction of danger t o  the slave 
power. Following tha t  came the 
growth of great enterprises with ita 
danger again being National regula- 
tion. The resuit has been nearly a 
century of restrictive interpretation. 
That  has been changed in the last 
three o r  four years. It will take time, 
of coarse, to determine the full effect 
of that change upon the structure 
of the country, but this is a day of 
changing society. Events really make 
their own terms with our theories, and 
i t  seems to me that the duty of the 
lawyers in government is not to at- 
tempt to stop changes but is  to guide 
those chan es into orderly and peace- 
ful cham& The duty of the bar in s 
period of great transftion is to  see that 
that transition is made without injus- 
tice and without a sacrifice of funda- 
mental rights, and to hold the baIance 
between stab~li ty and progress and be. 
tween liberty and authority. 

It seems to me that the Depart. 
ment of Justice, t o  which Francis 
Biddle has come, has a great function 
in connection with this, a connection 
not only with the administration of t h ~  
law, but with the development of the 
Iaw. There is great need for men 
who see life as a whole and see it 

who have a proper valua- 
%nad:?the old things and who still 
have an annreciation of the necessity 

Senator 'pepper and Dean Lewis the Department of Justice, which, it 
and Dean Goodrich have been engaged seems to me, are important if tha t  de- 
for some years in rewriting the law. partment is  to serve this country as 
We have been doing a little of that it ought to do. I believe in a Depart- 
in Washington ourselves. There is ment of Justice under the law, a De. 
considerable anxiety on the part of partment of Justice which will a d  
some people as  to just what we have minister the laws of the country as 
done about it. I am not going t o '  they are written. I think I do no! 
undertake to discuss the coulse of need to say that  I also believe in a 
eo~~stitutional interpretation in an constant, steady reform of the law 
after-dinner speech. There has been hecause I believe i t  must be reformed 
considerable and, in some fields, de- from year to year, from generation 
cisive change in the direction of con- , to generation, t o  keep the  ace; but 
stitutionnl interpretation. My own 

' 

having been written, i t  must be en. 
p i n t  of view, with which many peo- foweil and it  must be observpd, anc 
pie diifer, is that  it  has b$en in  the the law enforcement officers of the 
direction of a fuller appllcat~on of 
the Constitution. and one more in ac- 
cordance with the meaning of that 
document as  i t  went forth from t h s  , 
city than we have had in a genera- 
tion. i 



Government must be the first to pay 
obedience to the comnzands of the law. 

These are somewhat dark . days, 
'and if there are forces loose m the 1 !world that have driven a Iarge par t ,  
/of  the world totally mad, i t  is not1 
surprising if we w e  perhaps ten or! 
fifteen percent mad ourselves. It seems 
to me sometimes that there are forces 
loose in this land that indicate that 
we are n ~ t  entirely immune from the 
disorder and upheaval that has upset' 
the world abroad. The Department 
of Justice has a great duty to per- 
form in connection with maintaining 
in this country our traditional liber~ 
ties without which a democratic gov- 
ernment cannot function. There must 
be in this country no suppression of. 
news or df speech, however little 
we like the things that we hear. X 
believe in freedom of men, however 
much oppoaed to the Government they 
may be. I believe in their freedom 
to express their views not because 
I agree with them, but because if one 
man loses his freedom to criticize the 
Government i t  is not long until all 
will. As I look about the room. 1 have 
a suspicion that  about Mar& 15th 
nrany of you will have prized the 
privilege of "cuss!ng" the Government; 
however, do not forget this: if the 
Privilege which you have of express- 
ing your view 8s you make out your 
income tak returns is lost to any 
other citizen, it will not long .be pre- 
served to you. In. v~ew of what is 
going on in the world I think we 
must adhere with the strictest fidelity 
to the princi le that  men should riot 
be accused o f  crime without pqsent- 
tncnt to the trsditional grand ~uries 
of the country, that there is nothing 
more destructive of justice than a 
svsteh of justice which is so zealous 
t h ~ t  it bypasse$ thq traditional safe- 
guards erected to protect private rep- 
utations and private names. 

Then, too, there is great pressure 
upon the Department of 
go entirely outside of th 
tration of Fedeta1 law. I 
what the future holds by 
trelization of power in 
States. I don% attempt to 
future; it is quite enough to 
the troubles of the day-and not a 
ways sohe them. We have consta 
pressure from communities whi 
fail  to solve their own problel 
come in from 'Washington and 
them, constant pressure where 
government is lax to come in 
substitute Federal authority, or w 

ington for the administration of jus-4 
tice in ita several communftiss, and 
we must not allow a sentiment to grow 
up which will shirk locat responsibili- 
ties in hope that  somewhere or other 
from Washington will come a wisdom 
that will save ioeal responsibility and 
substitute for local indifference. 

soldiers to direct you or assist you 
voting. You know that  there will 1 
more than one name on the ballot. 

cause for congratulation tonight, th 
we have cause to  feel that  in a time 
aImost universal upheaval our syate 
has justified itself, and that  there 
in this doctrine of government by w 
sent of the governed something n 
only idealistically beautiful but som 
thing. that is workable. For my pa 
it seems to me that its continuance d 
pends upon the willingness of men 
give up their comforts and their pe 
sonal satisfactions and their person 
opportunity for rjches in order 
serve this Government, and that 
why I am glad to come here tonig 
in tribute to Francis Biddle, wl 
exemplifies the finest tradition in tl 
public service of the United States. 


