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A. year-end inventory of assets is a customary procedure of 

Five days from today the United States of America w i l l  

e~nplete an inventory of those persons wFthin i t s  borders who ara not 

citizens, They are not American citizens but, with relatively few 

exceptions, these foreign-born among us are American assets--precious 

human aase%s. At this c r i t i c a l  period of our history an accounting of 

our assets is nore than just SOW graotice; i t  is absolutely essentidl 

ta  our aa%ional defense, 

On next Thursday, December 26--the dey after Christmas- 

there ends the fourzmonth period Wcing wbich %he Department of Justice 

has been angaged in the registering o f  our alien population, Today, 

five d q s  before the daaalixie, more tban 4,200,000 nowcitizens have 

appeared at Post Offices throughout the uountry and filled our regietra- 

-tion forms, Tbix'number i s  substantially i n  excess of the 3,600,000 

aliens previmsly estimated within our borders, a Pat* which in itself 

should emphasize the impor%ence and the noed of an =curate count, 

I a happy to report that the four-moath registration period 

i s  drawing to a close with a minimwn of misuadersf anding, inconvenience 

and m b w r a s m n t .  As one who advocated alien registrat ion before 

enactmnt o f  tho law, I f e l t  under high responsibili ty t o  see t o  it  tha t  

the program was carried through in a friendly fashion and without 

indignity o r  mbarrassmant to those who l i v e  among us but are not yet 

cf tizeng, 



That, I believe, has been the case, 1% have met with unspariag 

cooperation o-n a l l  sides and almost universal support f o r  the s p i r i t  of 

the regis t rat ion program. Citizens and.non-citizens al ike have gone out 

of the i r  wqy t o  help us, This i s  largely. &cause they have ude r s tood  

the advmSwe~s t o  both cit izens and non-citizens i n  the fact that  every 

registered a l ien  has a certfrPioate which ident i f ies  him and dawnst ra tes  

h i s  compliancs to  the r eg$stration law. 

Such ident i f icat ion is of great useftrlness to  the a l ien  i n  a 

tirne of unsettled w d  excitable public opinion. I know t h ~ t  many natiue- 

bara Anericans, for exmple, who find It d i f f i c u l t  or inpossible t o  

obtain b i r th  cer t i f ica tes ,  v~oukd be happy t o  have some similar iden t i i i -  

c a t b n  which would a t t e s t  their  cttizenship, Alien regis t rat ion,  there- 

Po%%, has cont~'I,bute& immeasurably to  %he securiQ, the dignity an8 the 

self-respect of our non-citizen population who have registered i n  com- 

pliance with the law, 

Tonight, however, I am addressing myself primarily t o  those 

who have not yet  registered, 

December 26 i s  the dead-line. The day a f t e r  Christmas i s  the 

last day on which non-citizens can reg is te r  an8 avoid the penalties of the 
I 

law. This i s  final. The Department of Justice can not-even the 
\ 

President can not-extend the tirne. 

The r e ~ o n s i b i l i t y  for regis ter ing b e f o ~ e  the dead-line r e s t s  

ent i rely with the alien. It i s  h i s  duty--one which is too important 

t o  him t o  delay or to  neglect. Moreover, those who have even the 

s l ightes t  doubt as to  the i r  citizenship s ta tus  should register.  

Registration does not affect  cit izenship,  s o  that  c i t izens lose  

no r igh t s  or incur no penalties by registering. On tho other hand, for  



the non-citizen t o  f a i l  t o  r eg i s t e r  means ser ious  trouble f o r  him. Svery- 

body who i s  not a  c i t i z en  should rep i s te r .  T h i s  means even persons who 

have taken out first or second c i t i zensh ip  papers but have not ye t  taken 

the oath of allegiance. Unless they have tskeil the  oath of al.legitmce t o  

the United S t a t e s  they a re  s t i l l  non-citizens! I r~mt also  t o  renind 

parents or  guardians t ha t  even though they have reg i s te red  themselves they 

must a lso  r e g i s t e r  s l i en ,  chi ldren who a r e  under 14 years o f ,  age. 

And so I urge all non-citizens t o  l e t  nothing delay then i n  do- 

ing t he i r  duty under the  r eg i s t r a t i on  act. These a r e  troubled and uncer- 

t a i n  times, and no one can t e l l  how important it may be some day f o r  a 

non-citizen t o  be able t o  prove t ha t  he complied with the law and d id  h i s  

duty when t'ne United S ta tes  asked him t o  r eg i s t e r .  

Then too, we a l l  hope t h a t  the  major i ty  of a l i ens  i n  t h i s  country 

w i l l  want t o  become cit izens.  It i s  important t o  renlember t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  

r eg i s t e r  now v l i l l  stand i n  the  way of o i t i zensh ig  l a t e r  on. 

I a lso  w a n t  t o  speak t o  those v~ho may hes i t e t e  t o  r e g i s t e r  be- 

cause of some r e a l  o r  imagined i r r egu l a r i t y  connected with t h e i r  entrance 

in to  the United States. We kno-w t h a t  the re  have been many i l l e g a l  e n t r i e s  

i n  years gone by--sorrie because they were brought here t o  labor  by employers 

who did not make lawfUl entry fo r  them; some because administrat ion may 

have been l a x  and the bmigrant   isi informed; and some, of course, because 

of del iberate  evasion of the  law. 

But whatever the  i l l e g a l i t y  or  i r r egu l a r i t y  connected with the i r  

entry i n to  t h i s  country, a l i ens  should not be so foo l i sh  as  t o  add a 

second v io la t ion  of the law by f a i l i n g  t o  regis ter .  They should not r i s k  

a del iberate  law v io la t ion  t o  cover an unintent ional  one. 



Needless t o  say, the  government must and w i l l  take thorough 

measures t o  loca te  and apprehend non-cittizens who f a i l  t o  r e g i s t e r .  The 

machinery f o r  t h i s  program is now being assambled, and I can promise t h a t  

a complete inves t i ea t ion  w i l l  be carried out .  Non-citizens who f a i l  t o  

conform with t he  r eg i s t r a t i on  law may r e s t  assured t ha t  they have fo r -  

f e i t ed  any r i gh t  t o  sympathetic consideration f o r  t h e i r  old delinquencies.  

But i f  non-citizens have reg i s te red ,  they w i l l  receive  a l l  con- 

s ide ra t ion  t h e i r  cases warrant. Congress has provided by low fo r  hardship  

cases by authorizing the  Attorney General--subject t o  reversa l  by Congress 

i t s e l f - - t o  r e l i eve  musly of tho penal t ies  of i l l e g a l  entry.  Such r e l i e f  

i s  l imited t o  those who can show good moral charticter f o r  f i v e  years and 

whose deportat ion would cause serious hardship t o  wife,  husband, f a t he r ,  

mother, o r  minor ch i ld ,  who is e i t h e r  an Amorican c i t i z e n  o r  is  l e g a l l y  

res ident  hore. The government must protect  t h e  nat ional  welfcre,  but it 

has no de s i r e  t o  break up families o r  homes needlessly. 

Such leniency can rp- be extended, of course, t o  convicted o r  

admitted criminals o r  t o  those who heve engcged i n  subversive o r  d i s l o y e l  

a c t i v i t i e s  o r  a r e  e f f i l i ~ t e d  with organizntions engaged i n  such a c t i v i t i e s .  

And of course leniency cp.n nat  rind w i l l  not be extended t o  non-citizens v~ho -- 
do not r e g i s t e r  by December 26! 

Already meny non-citizens hnve cone fomcrd,  admitted t h e i r  

i l l e g a l  entry,  and requested suspension a f  deportat ion under t h i s  lbniency 

provision. We w i l l  z c t  i r ?  such cases only a f t e r  careful  inves t iga t ion  of 

t he  f a c t s  t o  determine t ha t  the  case is within the  law. My c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

t o  the  Congress thn t  such ceses n r s  warthy i s ,  i n  e f f ec t ,  n pledge of good 

f a i t h  t ha t  dl the  f a c t s  have been investigated end t h c t ,  i n  my opinion, 



t h e  a l i e n s  mer i t  consideration. By reg i s t e r ing  under t h e  Alien Registra-  

t i o n  Act, non-citizens pass the f i r s t  t e s t  of mer i t ,  find meke themselves 

a t  l e a s t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  f u r t h e r  considorat icn f m  lan ien t  treatment. 

Let me make t h i s  c l ea r :  I am not making any promise ti any in-  

dividual  o r  any guarantee t o  any c l a s s  t h a t  t h e  pena l t i e s  f o r  i l l e g a l  

ent ry  w i l l  be withheld. But I am pledging t h a t  evcjry a l i e n  who r e g i s t m s  

and confesses h i s  f a u l t  w i l l  havc: a square dea l  f r ~ m  the Dopartmont ?f 

J u s t i c e  i n  applying t a  h i s  case t h e  r e l i e f  which Corgress has a u t h ~ r i z e d .  

And I say t o  loya l  and deserving non-citi  zons wh:j snterod t h i s  country 

i l l e g a l l y  t h a t  we have u genuine des i re  t ?  avoid hardships and t h a t  thore  

w i l l  be no negligent  qr ru th less  treatment of appeals f ~ r  leniency and 113 

indiscriminate r e j e c t i o n  gf c la ins .  

I am p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r a t e f u l  t? t h e  many s o c i a l  agencies,  fnrc ign 

language ess3cia t ions ,  t h e  broadcasting companies and both the American 

and foreign-language newspapers f o r  the  cooperation thoy have ~ h o w n  i n  

explaining t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  program t o  our non-citizen population. The 

American Legion and other  organizat ions have been unusually he lp fu l ,  under- 

s tanding and sympathetic and have been of very mater ia l  a s s i s t ance  i n  t h e  

program. The smooth functioning of t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  law has been due i n  

l a rge  port  t o  t h e  cooperation of these  publ ic  s p i r i t e d  c i t i z e n s .  

Non-citizens themselves, by t h e i r  loya l  and wi l l ing  response, 

have made t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  seem almost a voluntary process. biIany of them 

have expressed pr ide  i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  ordar t o  show t h e i r  devotion and 

g ra t i tude  t o  t h e i r  edopted land and t o  help i ~ i  i ts  defense e f f o r t s ,  Others 

have gone t o  places of r e g i s t r a t i o n  and expressed, through t h e i r  prompt 

and w i l l i n g  r e g i s t r r t i o n ,  t h e i r  love f o r  &iEricc. 



And t o  the  many Americans who l i k e  nyself  whose forebears have 

been here fo r  s o  many generations t h a t  a l l  ,sense of fore ign o r i g i n  is l o s t ,  

l e t  me say  t h i s :  The greet  number of our a l i e n  population has not come 

here t o  rnemce o w  i n s t i t u t i o n s  but t o  prosper u ~ d e r  them. They have come 

with t he  scam hopes t h a t  brought our ancestors.  

There a r e  among 3ur non-citizcrrs s m e  dis loya l  and undesirable 

a l i en s  just a s  WQ have bred some d i s loya l  end undesirable Americcns. These 

undesirables among a l i en s  wc n r e  weeding out and d c ~ l i n g  with. 

But l e t  us not, i n  the  prwoess, descend t o  hateful . t rontment  of 

the  a l i en s  a s  o class .  Let us not doprivc them of employment, but let them 

take wh~teve r  plnce i n  our socie ty  t ha t  t h e i r  individw.1 work and worth may 

win. Let them be hu r t  by no persecutions, There a r e  many i n  our  midst. 

We must keep t h e i r  l oya l t y  and respect. 

It is our duty t a  *fashion in to  one united people the  mul t i tudes  

brgught h i t h e r  mt of many kindruds and tongues". 

A t  t h i s  Christmas time no b e t t e r  support f o r  nat ional  defense 

could cane fram aur  c i t i z ens  thsn t h i s  s p i r i t .  


