Speech to Yale News, New Haven, May 3, 1939

It requires ore than courages it Tequires domaright presump-
bhmplions a0 the part of any ran of qy generation to come to you with
asoy advice as to what you shall do with your lives. Soseone recantly
had the intallectual arrogance to propose as a topile for discussion
"Will Youth Polldw the Americen ¥ay." They sees not to understand
that whatever way Arerican youth goes will he the Arerican wey,
apd that your generation has just xs much right to create as Americas
way for its time as mny genmeration has ha& to create an Ameriocan way
for my time, or my grandfather's generation for his time.

1 must de frank in sayint to you that I do not ses nuch in
the accomplishments of my own generation to demand from you great
respect for its opini:ns. If you have not yet demonstrated individually
that you can be auccessful, at least you have not demonstrated that
you are colleatively failures. I can not say as much for ay own
generation, 1 should think that when any of the Ysle fathers arise
to give unctious sdvice to Yale students you would simply say to
thea *If your ieneration is so wiss, why is it iv suoh & ness,®

You youny men are old emough and have had enough contsot with
1ife to knmow at least that you are facing very importent problexs, ihut
you are not yet in control of the world you are zolng to live in
and that 1t is still being guided %y men of my gensration or older.

As you seek for the annor} to your problem, turn from greup to group

and see what you find.



I would not deny that among the men of my tire you flad
individual men of outstanding intelli. yeoce and courage aud character,
I don't belleve it is below,the generationa that went before it.

Bat in spite of the examples of individual wisdom, you [ind somse
insurmountable obatacle to the attelnment by groups or by sovciebly
collectively of » level which is adeguzte to the problems we liavse
created by cur ress production, our lnventiveneas and our resource-
fulness in materisl ways.

I hope I Jo my own timo no injustiocos in sayi.g that its
collective snd group sation and thinklng is chaolla ind confused,
that we see averywhere a leck of willingness to lsce our onn prabiems,
Strong men stand terrifisd in the presence of couditioans they Lave
greated thewselvos. The need of the tine 1s Jor sern vwho are not
sfraid of the chaos about them but are wililong tu desl femrlessly
und unshackled by traditiona wilh modsrn problens,

You would be entirely right i assying thet dospite the
failurea of thess other groups the primary responsidliity for
leadershiy; of orgenized soclety rests upcp Government end that it
is up to those in Government to provide 2 leadership that will neet
the requircmsonts I have outlined.

The fact is toat Governzent (o efflicted with ap L nense
inertia, Powar is infinitely uivided and reaponsipility vmatly
distridbuted. In azite of the fact that responsibility is diluted,

a fairly definite dirsctiop to govermmentsl jollcy hes been given
by the idainistration although tremendously neutralized und sterilized
by opoosition within Government itoelf, For want of ¢ tetter title

for the coilective parsonalitiea and carts {wwvobdved, it is called



the "Hew Deal® hy its friends and much less compllmentery epithets
by its enemies,

I am not here to contend that this New Deal adequately
snswers your questions or solves your probleme, If thers are those
who would clsix that 1t has brought your generation, or even ita
own, entirely out of the woods, [ do not belong to thems It hea @
long ways to go to a permanemt solution of the basic problems which
affect Anmerica today.

The judgments which you resder upon my tiie are somewhat the
judgments of history., After all, you view the work of your elders
with more perspective tham we can view ourselves, If you are not
history to us, you at least partake of its detachment and perspective,
I venture to say that whatever faults either you or history may find with
the leadership which the Hew Deal is supplying, whatever inadequacies
or excesses or other defects you find ipn it, your verdict will be
that it constitutes the only graup in Acerica today that is actually
and realistically facing your prodblems,

And what 1s jour prodles? WRhatever cise uay be said of
ir, Hitler's specech, there is no doudbt that it represented an effort
to strike Demccracy in its weakest spot, not only to dlscourage
the democratic peoples with democracy but to encoursge European
peoprles to accept dict&torihip. And with this .otive, Mr, Hitler
pointed to democracy &s s syatem of govermment unuble to solve its own
problems, ehiefly the roblem of unesployment, the problem of bring-
ing security to its own people, HRecently a poll by Dr. Gallup showsd
that 52 percent of the working populstion of our cities and towns
were elther on rellef or so close to it that they shared the

reliefers’ feeling of insecurity. I inow that you jyoung men



who are geeking only of the world sn opportunity to sxchaoge your best
efforts for a reasonsble position in society share the uncertsinty of
the future. 1 inow too that if the Gallup poll were extended to farvers
it vou‘ﬁ have found extenaive insecurity; among them and doudbt as to
wrether their best productive efforts will be able to produce encugh
to meet their obligations., And we all knmow that the business worlid is
complaining loudly that it has no confidence, and it demands that the
Government give the confidence that it can maie profits while thease
others are demanding confidence that they may heve the necessities of
11fe.

Plainly the problem of demoeracy is to reconcile thess con-
flicts and to solve these irsecurities. Paced with this problem,
trhere are thres things that the Jovernment leadership has Cone tomard
the solution which has not yet besn achieved.

First, it hauvidantifiod the problex and faced it as &
national problem., This is the first sdministration in history that
hes squarely faced the bad adjustzent of our internsal eco:omy ss s
problen of national concern, It has set up machiner; for the first
time in our history to deal with unemployment, with depemdent ocld sge,
with credit for szall business, and en adequate nachinery for fers
relief, which latter has not yet been allowed to funatioo,

Second, this Administratioc has purohnac& tize for the demo~
cretic process to solve thess prodblema which it has thus recognized. I
would great that W,P.A., P.W.A. and sany of the other measures ere emer-
gency ateps and stop-gaps, and trat they would require great recondition-
ing to become psrmanently part of our scheme of things., But they hLave
Kept our demooratic governmenmt right side up while many nations that

refused to accept similar stop-gaps have been tipped over,



Turn to the world of intervationsl affairs, and y>u bSehold
s world in which resson has fsilud aud {orce threatens to disorgasirce
our whole civilized existence. Turm to the lafluential groupe in
our own country. Slioce jou are interested ln the Yale lews, tura
to the prees, Fret answer do you get %o your problems from the wisdow
of the American press? Perhaps the recent sble sddress of ¥illiam
21len ¥hite to Americun Nuwspaper Hditcrs anelyzes sympathetically and
intelligently its stren;th and weainsss.

In Yashington the leadin, men of bucinceds sre aseentlied as the
Natinnel Gheicber of Comuerce. Qet all of the help you cas snd ull the
inaplration you can {ron those buainess leadera. They spencd with =p
sppeal to g2 back to 1939 sonditiondsl 1 do not know whet they wlli
clase wigh.

| | Pallow the proceedings of the Hatlonal Associutiocn of lenue

Zncturers., the beat bralns of éha country aagezed in production.
Pollow them sympatheticaliy ut insistently for acnswers to jour ques-
tiong.

Soo0a the Avnericen Jar Assocletion, representing, by its
own sdmlgsion, the best intellccts in the country, will ussenmble,
Read 1its prroceedinyze with care. RMoed thews for ths laut ten yours
and get all of the luspiretion asd hisly that you csn from them. Do
the sane with the Auserican Banxing fagociation,

Tarn to the fisld of lebor with its divislza of counsels that
is one of the tragedies o our tizes.

Joou the professional politicians will be jathering in
convention assembled, Itudy their proceedings aad their antecedents

for years and zet 2ll the hops you ean out of thenm.



You all look forvard to an elestion im 1340. You are slmost
alone among the peoples of the world who will have a frees elestion to
choose their leeder. The newspapers will sbuse the President and our
whole Adminiatretion, and the Governmeat will carry the newspepers to
their subscribers for them, Speakers will make loose und irresponaidle
attacks ou the Aduiﬁiutration with no fear of goiny to concentration
gumps. Every citizen will bhave a ballot on which his cholce
will be & seoret, known only to himsell, and the votes will be counted.
The democratio process has Leen preserved and is functioning aud will
continue %o fumotion and the peopie of the United States will sake their
choice La & democratio way as to wbe iﬁcir leader will be.

A third sceowslichaent of this Admianistration hes been to get
rid of certaln judge-rade restrictive i terpretaticas af our Constitutios
shich have heretofore :revekied s policy lemocraticaily declded u;on
from belng :zade offective, ir, Arthur Erock has sointed out is the
Sew fork Times that "The dew Deal nhas wrclly won its lone fight to
sodernize und 1lnvigorete judicial construction of the conrmercs
clause."” de might have said the same cf the taxing rower, the dus
process clause sod the genersl welifare power,

1 do not «now whether this work will inure to the benefit
of a Republicun administretion or s Demccratic administration or un
administraticu oy some perty ae yet unborn, but I do xsow that the
state of the law is such that today tne measures of the perty choaen
by the peo;ls at the jolls are not likely to e stricken down wholesale
88 they were 1o the days of the New Deel,

To hrave ldentifled znd faced squarely yoar problems, (o have



praserved the desceorsiic cec¢hanism for unswering them, and $o have
cleared away the trsditional and ‘unwrrq;toé obstaales to mexing the
publie decision effeotive is the grest oontﬁ;'ibutiwghieh the Yew
{sai rae zads to Aiwericen hiastory.



