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Humility bost becomes a Now Doalor i n  the  prosonco of t h i s  group 

which knows Catholic soc i a l  toaching, I n  most companies wo may claim s o w  

leadership; hero, i n  t ru th ,  we can claim only t o  have followed - and a t  a 

considorablo distanco behind - i n  t ry ing t o  corroct  s o c i a l  w i l e  which have 

long ago roused the anxiety of great  leaders  of the  Church. 

It is perhaps na tura l  t h a t  a priesthood loya l  t o  t he  t r a d i t i o n  of 

helping t h e  poor, and so l i v ing  very close t o  the  s t ruggles ,  disappointments, 

and suf fe r ings  of m n ,  should have seen the dangerous s o c i a l  trends of our 

tFme, l3ut it a l so  t a b s  courage t o  denounce soc i a l  in jus t i ce ,  f o r  such 

statements are  never welcomd by the r i c h  and the  powerful. Liberal  thought 

i n  Amrica  i s  deeply i n  debt t o  the ins ight  arid courage of Catholic church- 

men. But we aro deprossod t h a t  it  takos so  long t o  t r ans l a to  f a i t h  i n to  

works; that tho conception of tho common good t a b s  so long i n  ge t t ing  

i t s e l f  accepted i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  forum and i n  tho markot placo, But thero 

is comfort i n  tho assurance t h a t  if a t t a i m n t  of s o c i a l  jus t i ce  i s  not 

yt;t complete, it has a t  last boon ser iously  undortakan. 

Liboral  p o l i t i c a l  thinking i n  Arnorica has boon profoundly influoncod 

by tho Bishops' Program of Socia l  Reconstruction, i s s m d  by Tour Bishops 

of the  church, including Cardinal Hayes, shor t ly  a f t e r  tho closo of tho 

World War. Too modostly disclaiming t h a t  it was a tlcom?rohensivo schew 

of r ccons t ruc t i on~ ,  it sought t o  some a s  impra t i ve  c a l l  t o  action* 

f o r  "reforms t h a t  soom t o  bo dosirable and a l so  obtainable within a roa- 

sonablo tim*. But tho loaders of public l i f o  chosen a t  t ha t  t inu, were 



bent on res to r ing  %ormalcyn. Thoy had no oar f o r  advico o r  roform, Vhat 

suffering night hslvo bocn spared t o  mun, had tho voice of tho Bishops boon 

hcodod by thoso who carno t o  powor i n  1920, instoad of having t o  viait f o r  

tho disastor-born administration of 1933. 

I can i n  no be t to r  way lead up t o  my sub joct of *Social Ju s t i co  Undor 

our Constitution* than t o  s o t  f o r t h  tho concopt of s o c i a l  justiae found i n  

the Bishops' program of Socia l  Recomtruction which p r e t t y  accuratoly out- 

l i n e s  tht: s o c i a l  objoctivcs of the  p o l i t i c a l  l i b o r a l s  of today. 

As  a philosophical foundation, it accepts tho present i n d u s t r i a l  

system of pr ivate  ownership of c ap i t a l  as  des i rable  and as  destined t o  l a o t  

f o r  a long time i n  its main outl ines.  This, of course, r u l e s  out of con- 

s idera t ion  comunism, social ism or  facism. 

nNevertheless, say the Bishops, 'Ithe present system stands i n  

grievous need of considerable modifications and improvemnt . Its main de- 

f e c t s  are three:  Enormous ineff ic iency and waste i n  the production and dis-  
c 

t r i bu t i on  of comohi t ies ;  insuf f ic ien t  incoms f o r  the  groat major i ty  of 

wage earners, and unnecessarily large  incomes f o r  a small minority of 

privileged cap i t a l i s t s .  

This is  the essen6e of tho l i b e r a l  posi t ion today. And only those 

c a l l  it communistic who are s inply  unable t o  dis t inguish between communism 

ahd the  moderate reforms which tend t o  defeat and f o r e s t a l l  comunism. 

The e n t i r e  Socia l  Securi ty program of t h i s  administrat ion - and 

more - was foreshadowed by the  Bishopsf declaration f o r  a wcomprehensive pro- 

v i s ion  f or insu&ce against  i l l no  ss, inval idi ty ,  unemplo:mnt, and old  age, 

So f a r  a s  possible tho insurance fund should be ra i sed  by a levy on indus- 

try." This administration now has ac~omplished a par t  of t h i s ,  inadequately 



perhaps, nnd itre havo the  cons t i tu t iona l i ty  of unem~lo~~msnt  compensation 

and old ago benef i ts  now uphold, with implications equal  t o  sus ta ining t h i s  

wholo plan of soc i a l  insurance. 

Tho Bishops' pogram t o  improvo tho condition of labor included the 

long t i n o  ob joctivo t ha t  workoro should not remain inoro wage earners ,  but 

m u s t  becomo owners, at l oa s t  i n  par t ,  of tho instruments of production. It 

rocognizod t ha t  tho a t t a i m n t  of thesu onds would bo slow. 

But the  more immdiate prowan included support f o r  a high wage leve l ,  

both a s  a   ma sure of no ra l i t y  and as an economic measure t o  sus ta in  a high 

purchasing power. It advocated the l e g a l  minimum wage, labor ' s  r i g h t  t o  

share i n  management, and chmpionod "the r i g h t  of labor t o  organize and t o  

deal  with employers through roposen t a t i ve sn  and said ,  T t  is t o  bo h o p d  

t ha t  t h i s  r i gh t  w i l l  llovor again be cal led i n  q w s t i o n  by any considoruble 

nunbor of omployersw. Tla havo found t h i s  hope a l i t t l o  ovcr-optimistic. 

But wo naw havo the  Wagner Labor Relations Act, and it has beon hold t o  be 

const i tu t ional ,  and t he  Vfage and Hours Law has been enacted. 

The Bishops charactarizad chi ld  labor as  a nro:~soach to our country", 

advocatod i ts  abol i t ion,  pointcd t o  the Suprom Court docision holding un- 

cons t i tu t iona l  tht: law t ha t  prohibitod child labor nado goods fzon moving i n  
dr 

i n to r s t a t e  c o m r c e ,  and pointcd t o  tho & t o  tax  chi ld  labor out of 

existonce. Thoy ovidontly did not ant ic ipate  tho fu r the r  cons t i t u t i ona l  

d i f f  icult icts  which aroso when the Suprum Court d o c l ~ x c d  tho tax  a l so  uncon- 

s t i t u t i ona l .  Now, a f t o r  a l a p @  of trvonty yoars, a s  par t  of tho Wage and 

Hour B i l l ,  vro havo new chi ld  labor prohibit ions m d  w i l l  t r y  onco egain t o  

got approval of thc  Suprom Court t o  abol ish  t h i s  wroproach t o  our countryn. 



Tho Bishop  a l so  forosaw the nuud f o r  land settlement colonies, a 

United S t a t e s  Emplo-pent Service, housing projects,  and .a s-jv teqr of both 

public and pr ivate  vocational training. 

The Bishops held wealth t o  a high degree of soc i a l  responsibi l i ty .  

They advocated nlmavy taxat ion of incoms, excess p r o f i t s  and inheri tancesn 

t o  re l i eve  the  poor of . injurious t ax  burdens, and so tttho smll c l a s s  of 

s p c i n l l y  p i v i l o g e d  c a p i t a l i s t s  w i l l  b con-pclled t o  ro turn  u par t  of t h e i r  

une arm d gains t o  socie ty. n They domadud ttprovontion o f  monopolistic 

control  of comiodities, adoquutu go'~ornmrtnt regula t ion of such public sor- 

vice monopolios ---- as w i l l  roW.in under private o p r a t l o n n ,  restriction of 

private enterpr ise  t o  a f a i r  re tu rn  on inmstment, and docl.mud tha t  nhuman 

being8 cannot be t rus ted with t he  immnsc opportunit ies f o r  oppression and 

extor t ion t h a t  go with tho pos~uss ion  of monopoly ~ o v ? o r . ~ ~  

Thoso words were i n  linc: with Catholic soc i a l  toaching as s o t  f o r t h  

i n  the  mmcxrablo Encyclical of P o p  Pius XI who notod tho growing conccn- 

t r c t i o n  of woalth and ocononic powor and s a id  t ha t  

". . , .not alono is woal$h accmulatod, but innonoc power and 
dospotic cconomic domination is concontratod i n  the  hands of 
a fcw, and t h a t  thoso fcw rirc frvquontly aot  thc omcr s ,  but 
only tho t rus toos  and dl roctors  of invostod funds, who adminis- 
tor thorn a t  t h e i r  good yloasuro. 

nThis powor bo corn s par t i cu la r ly  i r r o s i s t i b l c  whcn oxor- 
cised by those who, because they hold nnd control  money, are  
abl3 a l so  t o  goveril c red i t  and determine i ts a l l o t a n t ,  f o r  
t ha t  reason, sup2lying so  t o  s p a k ,  the life-blood t o  the 
ez t i z e  eco~omic body, an4 grasping, a s  it were, i n  t h e i r  hands 
the w r y  soul  of production, so t h a t  no one dare breathe 
against  t h e i r  

These words of r ighteous indignation are the  s p i r i t  and essonce of 

tho Presidext f s  nonopoly mssago which i n i t i a t e d  r a w  o f f o r t s  t o  curb the 

e v i l s  of coccentration o f  rvoalth and nonopolist ic practices.  Tho Secu r i t i e s  



and Exchange Act, the  Publ ic  U t i l i t y  Holdiiq Coqany Act, and many othor 

moasuros of t h i s  adtnicistration stom f r o n  tho samu philcsophy. 

Tho I3ishops ? Program concludos : 

tfTho omplo-pr has a r i g h t  t o  gat a roasonablo l i v i n g  out 
of h i s  busirnss, but ho has no r i g h t  t o  in to ros t  on h i s  in- 
vos4xmnt u n t i l  h i s  omployms hava obtainad a t  l a a s t  l i v i r g  
wage s. * 

This sooxs i n  !aopir-g with tho oa r l i o r  stato~ilont t ha t :  

nTho industry i n  which a man is omployod should yrovido him 
with all t ha t  is r.ocossary t o  m o t  a l l  tho 1:ocds of h i s  on- 
t i r e  l ifo. '  

That vm hz?o not yet f o~md u way t o  apply t ha t  morally and e conomi- 

ca l l y  unanswerable proposition is apparent. A year ago the most widely 

yublicized baying off of nen was done by a corporation which m d e  net p r o f i t s  

of $238,705,000 i n  1936 and $196,701,000 i n  1937, and at the  end of 1937 had 

undistr ibuted corporate surplus of over $395,000,000. Society paid the 

industry 'those prof its. Tho c rd t~mmn engaged i n  production a re  e s s e n t i a l  

pa r t s  of t ha t  industry and had helpud croato tho prof it and tho surplus. 

But a l l  tlm p r o f i t s  arid tho surplus colloctod by tho i n d w t r y  from tho r c s t  

of socia.ty did not s top t h a t  inc?ustry from throwiilg i t s  labor supply back 

on t o  the r e s t  of socioty t o  bo kept while it co-dd not add fu r the r  t o  its 

prof i ts  using 

Tho posi t ion of thoso i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  who refuse a l l  considoration 

of annual wages, who deny t ha t  tho workm has any r i gh t  i n  h i s  job which 

thoy arc  bound t o  rospcct, soems t o  be t h i s  - t ha t  thoy nro at  l i b o r t y  t o  

dis locate  labor r m k o t s  ruld assemblo vas t  numbors of m n  dopondent upon 

them f o r  work t o  sus ta in  l i f e .  Thoy w i l l  u3o t h i s  laboring population 

whilo it can be usod at a po r " i t .  Tht, Govermnt  must Imop it f o r  them 

when it cannot bo used a t  a prof i t .  



American p o l i t i c a l  l i h r a l i a m ,  lib tho Bishops' Program, is 

characterized by its cnphasis upon soc i a l  offocts.  It regards the s o c i a l  

cnd cu l t u r a l  s t ructure  as of moro fundamental conooquenco than  our bminoas 

atructuro,  or  ovon our Constitution, O u r  s o c i a l  syaten, consis t ing of horns, 

schools, churches, and cu l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i ons ,  is  a vory ancient  ~ystom. VJith 

som modification it sorvod agr icu l tu ra l  c iv i l i za t ion ,  nomadic c iv i l i z a t i on ,  

feudal  tims, and now serves our i ndus t r i a l  c iv i l i za t ion ,  But our economic 

system, wi th  i ts  corporation and factory,  would, i n  its main out l ine ,  be 

sowth ing  l e s s  than two centuries old, and i n  any proper view of e i t h e r  

col lect ive  or individual  l i f e ,  our economic l i f e  should serve, and not 

master, our soc i a l  l i f e .  

It is tho c lea r  cons t i tu t iona l  respons ib i l i ty  of a l i b e r a l  govorn- 

mont t o  protect  our soc i a l  system with 311 the  resources of tho nation, jus t  

a s  it would p o v i d s  f o r  the  comnon dcfc~lso. This is not maro sontimentclism. 

An into l l i g e n t  con~erva t ive  philosophy, if the  consorvat ive s had ono , would 

mah the  f i r a t  object  of c o ~ s ~ r v a t i s m  tho conservation of tho family, which 

alonu w i l l  savo tho r a m ,  Steady work and adequate incomo must bo assured 

i f  our ywng pooplo mdor  modern i ndus t r i a l  condi t iom aro t o  dam t o  marry 

and es tabl ioh homes and begot children and b o p  up our normal way of l i f o .  

The fu tu r e  a a j o r i t i o s  who w i l l  have t o  dofond democracy a r o  being 

cradled nav. Tho 1960 crop of first voters  is b c i x  born i n  t h i s  year. 

And, if tho p o p l o  of great  p r o p r t y  wore far-sightod, they would be making 

very suro tha t  thoso future major i t i es  EZO not roarod i n  tho dos t i t u t i on  

which fil ls tho hoart  with bit torncss.  And whon wo l o a n  t h a t  tho l e a s t  

fortunato t h i r d  of our population, consist ing of soma th i r tocn  mi l l ion  

familios and singlo individuals, must subs i s t  on an avorago annual incom 



of $471, wo may judgo tho kind of family l i f o  t h a t  is ?mi% fostored among 

t hcm. 

Tho se p o p l o  can ogly incroaso th.oir incones as thoy have stoady 

accoss t o  tho machinery of production, through ~ r n p l o ~ l c n t .  It i a  notorious 

t h a t  thoao productive asso t s  m o  l a rgo ly  ovmod by corgorations. I n  f a c t ,  

about two hundmd such corporations kold ovcr a half  of all the  assoto 

ownod by non-f i n m c i a l  corpxnt ions  i n  tho country. About om- th i rd  of tho 

i ndus t r i a l  wage earning population is enployed by one-fif th of one per cent 

of the  countryt s employers, based on the  old age benef i t  t ax  returns.  

Thus we see a t e r r i f i c  centering of the  respons ib i l i ty  f o r  the  om- 

ployer ts  labor policy. VJhm we consider the  interlocking f i nanc i a l  re la -  

t ionships  of corporations and tho industr ies  dominatod by leading un i t s ,  

it is  apparent t ha t  t he  pol ic ies  of industry are  made by fow mn.  They are 

a t  tho wheel, and the  r e s t  of the  world is i n  tho back sea t ,  The way they 

t a b  tho curvas and red l i g h t s  scmos  nu. 

I have boon at  pains t o  s t n t o  t o  you tho philosophy of tho l i b o r a l s  

i n  goverrmlnt so l w g o l y  i n  the terms of your o w  Bisopsf Program f o r  

Soc i a l  Rttco;lstruction, bo causo I frankly r m t  you t o  so0 t ha t  tho Now Doal, 

judgod by tho s tudios  of progmssivo churchmon, is  ~ m i t h o r  novel nor radical .  

A s  the  Bishops have wel l  said,  *Its prac t ice1  applications aro  of courso 

subject  t o  discussionn, arrd it is here t h a t  we f c d l  i n to  m n y  differences 

of opinion i n  de ta i l .  

I would be lacki-ng e i t h e r  i n  f r a n h e s s  o r  ia j udpen t  if I were t o  

claim t h a t  t h i s  administrat iont  s e f f o r t s  t o  meet the more pressing phases 

of t h i s  readjustment are f u l l y  adequate, or  comylete, or without f law o r  

blunder. We m y  more reasonably question i ts  adequacy than its moderation, 



FJe cannot deny t h a t  it has held a t  bay i n  t h i s  country any forces  t h a t  

sought t o  tu rn  the resen tmnts  of tho depression t o  support oitlror cormnuuism 

or  fascism. 

Why then should it have taken so much tim t o  mke these begimings 

on a pogram, the :zocd of which was proclaimed by the  3ishops nearly 20 

years ago. The wiswor is t o  bc found i n  tho impossibi l i ty  of ga t t i ng  prompt 

act ion f r o a  the many Sta tos  csd the cons t i tu t iona l  l i n i t a t i o n  upon tho Foderal 

Govo r n m  n t  . 
Tho Fedora1 Govorrmnt has relatively l i t t l o  d i r cc t  power of rcgula- 

tiorn. I ts  chiof regulatory powor is t h ~  pwor  t o  mgulato  c o m r c u  axong 

tho sovoral s t a t e s  a d  x i t h  f oroign nations. This powor, i f  oxorcisod t o  

i ts  fuilost oxtont, would loavc largo aroas of our uco::omic l i f o  uatouchod. 

The Secur i t i es  and Exchmge Law, the  Wagner Labor Relations Act, and the  

Public U t i l i t y  H o l d i q  Company Act have survived cons t i tu t iona l  challenges, 

but each of them leaves vast  numbers of t ransact ions  beyond its scope. 

Is there, then, no Fedoral c o n s t i t ~ ~ t i o n a l  power t ha t  roaches t o  the 

hear t  of our econonid and soc ia l  l i f e  and thaC can be ~ s e d  t o  properly 

balance soc i a l  wclfaro and izrivate y r o p r t y  r igh t s?  

O u r  forofathors  Gave tb onswor t o  t h i s  question i n  no uncertain 

t e r n .  I n  tho vory first a r t i c l e  of tho Constitution, a f t e r  cons t i tu t ing  a 

nat ional  legia la turo,  tho vory first powor granted t o  it wTo lay and 

co l lec t  tams, duties,  iinposts and oxcises t o  pay tha debts, provide fo r  

tho comon dcfenso and  eno oral vmlfaro of tho Unitod Statos," Our fore- 

fathers thus linkud tho g m e r a l  vrelfmc of our 200210 wi th  tho coLmon de- 

fcnso of our country os one of the f i r s t  ob je c t s  of ~ ; o - m m n a t ,  and it; 

l a i d  upon ip'opcrty and uFon tha oconomic systom tho obl igat ion t o  su3port 



t ha t  common dofonso an6 that @moral wolfarc. tvGenoral ~ i o l f a r c ' ~  i n  our 

cons t i tu t iona l  language is tho oquivalont of tho ficomon goodw so of ton 

reforrod t o  i n  tSo Encgclicala and i n  Catholic soc i a l  toaching. 

But thc gcinoyal vmlfaro clause had boon so l i t t l o  cxortod thet i n  

1936, i n  thc  Agricul tura l  Adjustmnt Act caso, tho Suprorm Court could accu- 

r t t c l y  say of t h ~  long doubt ovcr its jud ic ia l  in to rprc te t ion  tha t :  "This 

Court has noticcd tho qws t ion ,  but haa ncvor found it n o c c ~ s a r y  t o  docido 

which is the  truo ~ o n s t r u c t i o n . ~  

It is  one of tho most surpr is ing f a c t s  of our cons t i tu t iona l  h i s t o ry  

t ha t  i n  almost onc. hundrod f i f t y  yoms boforo tho administrat ion of Prosidont 

Roosovolt no aro4r offo2ts  hcd boon mde  t o  uso the  ~ ; o m r a l  vielfare powor 

su f f i c i en t  t o  c a l l  upon tho Sixprome Court t o  study i t s  t ruc  significance.  I n  

oxort ing many of thc  o t h ~ r  powrs  or" tho Govcrflmnt , prior  administrations 

had crowdod thc limits of Fodoral powor t o  point vihorc they wore 

challenged. But y r io r  c , b i n i s t r a t  ions had novor pils:3od tho g o n e r d  wclfmo 

clause. Thoy had, w i t 3  few oxcoptions boon comi-tted t o  tho n t r i c M c  

thooryw of p r o s p r i t y ,  which was, i n  b r io f ,  t h a t  i f  tho Govormnt  would so 

adjust  tariffs, tax laws, and other cconouic l og i s l a t i on  a s  t o  mko the r i c h  

r i c h  onough, they tvould zllovr corn of thc p r o s p r i t y  t o  t r i ck lo  through t o  

thc  workmon. 

This philosoyhy, vrith i ts  l i t t l e  black scltchcls, took tho t r a i n  out 

of 1'Jzshingl-on on the  nicht of IPLarch 3, 1933. A f l rovo lu t ion~  some j i t t o r y  

p o p l o  callod it. But it conzisted of nothing aoro thLm a m t u r n  t o  tho 

philosophy of a ~o-rcrn?wr_t i n  the  donocrntic t r a d i t i o n  of humn r i ~ h t s  above 

gropcrty r igh t s .  k l d  t'le S u p x m  Court bogan t o  hmro t o  study tho ~ r o a t  

g e n c r d  vrolfsrcr clause of tho Constitution which d o f i ~ ~ i t c l y  puts property 



r i g h t s  a t  tho scrvico of h m n  r i g h t s  i n  t h i s  country. 

Probably tho clost signific,mt gcr-ern1 v~olfaro  ~mostlro of t h i s  ad- 

minis t ra t ion was tho Socia l  Socurity Act, i n  which tho tzxinf; powor of tho 

Fcdorzl Governmnt was oxortod t o  support a systom of contributory old  ago 

bcnof i ts  m d  t o  oncourago thc! s c t t i n g  up by tho s tn toa  of a contributory 

systum of ur-cmploymo2t ~oiapo~&3~.tioi1, 'kc:ro WOro 0thU? ~ ? O T ~ S ~ O ~ S  t o  pro- 

ttrct tho i nd iv idml  sgninst  tho crucrltios of c i r c u i i t a n c ~ .  Thoso mosurcs  

woro f a r  from p r T c c t ,  and f a r  frm adaquate. But tboy m r o  sufficient 

oxortions of tho co:lora?- -~vclf:lro po:ror t o  d r a w  tlic a t t acks  of tho property- 

minded pooplo ~ h o  f r a r t i c a l l y  sowh t  t o  hxw thoc hold unconsti tut ional ,  and 

tiicy woro ~cco~modatod  ymqrtS.y by tho larvor courts. It i s  not too much t o  

say tha t  the  kind of l i f e  we rrould lead i n  Anerica hung i n  the  balalice as 

those cases awaited decision by the  Suyreme Court. Ad  t h e  Supreme Court 

of the United S t a t e s  ca'cyht sornsthing of the warmth and depth of the concept 

t ha t  a deanocrncy mst servo tho digni ty  of nan whon ffr. Jus t i c e  Cmdo~oY 

and t he  jus t i ces  f o r  whom he spoke, held t h a t  tho gonoral welfare c l m m  of 

tho Constitution wmrailtad thc d ra f t ing  of tho p r o p r t y  rosourccts of tho 

country t o  dea l  v r i t 5  the ple.,ruo of unomplopnt  a d  of dopndont old age. 

Tho narrow scopo of thc  cons t i tu t iona l  powor has tcndod t o  -bop 

Federal  l og i s l a t i on  may fi*m s i m p l ~  and diroct  rcl;ulation. It is moro fro- 

qmn t ly  ta!rin~ tho form of r o w a t i o n  by tho uso of tho t c x i r ~  powor and 

cccompliahrw~t of s o c i a l  or& by spunding. And it has tllcrofore boon l a r m l y  

undor tho govrcr t o  tax a d  q c n d  fc)r t b  ~xwr:~l  ;wlf.mo tha t  t h i s  a h i n i s -  

t r o t i o n  has tacklod tho pl.ob1t.n of giving its p o ? l o  c docent opportunity 

t o  d o v ~ l o p  t h e i r  hwam p r s o n i l i t i o n  ard t o  attail: a s e l f - ro spc t i ng  posi t ion 

i n  a cor;rmo~vmrrlth of froo mn. 



More than 1,200,000 hone owners wcro aided t o  s top  foroclosuros. A 

sor ios  of farm ro l i o f  ac t s  oxtcndod drought loana, nidod tonant fnmnors, ex- 

tondod c rod i t  t o  stop dispossossions, and a program was put i n t o  o f foc t  t o  

r c s a t t l e  dos t i tu to  f m n  f m i l i e s  whoaa p i t i ab lo  off  o r t a  t o  cu l t i va t e  oub- 

margindl lands wcro turnod t o  success on bot tor  so i l .  

More than 1,750,000 young mcn havo recoivod educational md p r a c t i c a l  

work t ra in ing  i n  f i vo  yoms i n  tho Civi l ian  Co~scrvatior,  Corps. Moro than 

65,000 i l l i t o r a t o s  wore tcught t o  r m d  and writo,  =d m r o  than  400,000 boys 

l o f t  c a p s  t o  accopt privctc jobs pr ior  t o  conplotixg t h o i r  t o m  of on- 

rollnm,nt. 

Tho Nctional South Administration, ostablishod by tho Ercsiduzrt undor 

the W.P.A., whoso g o a t  d i rec tor  you arc  t o  h w r  toinorrow night,  has aidod 

youth, i n  -d out of school, a t  the r a t s  of 400,000 t o  300,000 per yoar. 

Its d r a m t i c  s t o ry  of dcvoloping d r i f t i n g  youth i n to  rusponsiblo c i t  izons 

is t o l d  wi th  gripying i n t c ro s t  by thc Lindlcys i n  *A Xw Doal f o r  Youthtt, 

which I commond t o  your atudy. 

Slum clcmanco and rnodorn low cost  houaing pro j cc t s  have boon advancod. 

A wago and hour b i l l  t o  ond swcating ,mid undor;,,oymr_t of fn thors  and 

mothors was pnssod ovcir b i t t e r  opposition. Tho Socicll Secur i ty  Act is a 

r ea l i t y .  Tho National Lcbor Relations Act i s  gradually forc ing an accoptanco 

of r e a l  co l lec t ive  b.argnining by labor. 

Publid works projects a ~ d  work r e l i e f  have been pursuod t o  accomplish 

the ends of r e l i o f  without sac r i f i ce  of self-res?ect. 

Always tho pavor of g o v e ~ m n t  has becn oxortod t o  give t o  tho un- 

counted f o l k s  an opyortmity  t o  kc op t h o i r  p r s o n a l  i n t o p i t y  and d ign i ty  

a d  so l f  -ro s p  at .  



If tho s t ruggle  of tho fu turo  is t o  bo fought out wi thin  tho fim- 

work of our Constitution, I do not doubt t h a t  tho divis ion botwoon our 

l i b o r a l  m d  our coilsorvativo pa r t i e s  w i l l  bo &mgoly ovor tho use t o  bo lnado 

of the  pawor t o  appopr i a to  momy f o r  tho general  wolfmo. No pmor is so 

instinctively ros i s t ed  by tho property-minded as tho Tovror t o  tax and epnd. 

Fundamntally, many of thcso r e  j o  c t  tho domocratic concopt of a damocracy 

basod on rogard f o r  tho d ign i ty  of man, and sook a g o v o r m n t  basod on 

socur i ty  f o r  proporty. 

But h i s t o ry  w i l l  rocord of tho admiaistrat ion of Frankl in  D. Roosovolt 

t h a t  ho ros torod tho Amricau G o v o m n t  t o  its c o n s t i t ~ t i o n a l  funct ion of 

pronoting tho p n o r a l  wolfmo, and t h a t  ha rostorod v i t c l i t y  t o  the AiTloricm 

concopt of a denocracy t h a t  protocts  tho dignity,  the s e l f - r o s p c t ,  tho 

poroonality and individuzl i ty  of a man - j u s t  b o c m o  ho is a nan. 


