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Renovation
Restoration
Custom Homes
Custom Millwork
Design / Build
Chautauqua 716-357-5100
Maple Springs 716-386-6228

Professional Nail Service
Highest Quality Products

Lowest Price

WALK-INS WELCOME

Chautauqua Mall
318 East Fairmount Ave. #444

Lakewood, NY 14750
(Located Next to Sears)

Tel: (716) 763-3939
Show Your Gate Pass
and reciever $2.00 off

($18.00 minimum)

LEE’S Nails
The

Visit the Bookstore Annex located next to the Post
Office. Find a great assortment of art supplies,
sketchbooks and art instruction books. Also, all of
the coursebook offerings related to this year’s
Special Studies program.

Open 9-5:30 Daily.

CHAUTAUQUA
Book Store

THE BOOKSTORE ANNEX

by George Cooper
Staff writer

Seth Waxman, former U.S.
solicitor general and barris-
ter of considerable breadth
and reputation, said that he
is honored to be speaking at
Chautauqua, an institution
with its own considerable
reputation and breadth. 

Beginning at 4 p.m. today
in the Hall of Philosophy,
Waxman’s talk is titled “The
Supreme Court and the War
on Terror: An Evolving Role”
and is co-sponsored by the
Robert H. Jackson Center in
Jamestown, N.Y. 

Waxman said  the timing
is perfect. The constitution
does not assign a particular
role to the judicial branch of
government in a time of war. 

“When the government
assesses an act of terrorism to
be a criminal act, the court
knows what to do,” he said.
The situation is not so clear
when the government says
terrorism is war.

Although the situation has
changed as recently as April,
the Supreme Court declined
to hear appeals from
detainees at Guantanamo
Bay, a decision that reflected
responses to a series of earli-
er appeals. But, as reported
June 29 in The New York
Times, the Court reversed
course and has now agreed
to hear claims. 

Times reporter William
Glaberson wrote, “The
exceptionally unusual order,
which required votes from
five of the nine justices, gave

by Denise Grant 
Staff writer

There is always something
happening at Smith Memorial
Library, and a trip to the second
floor will reveal a display of three
well-known local Jamestown per-
sonalities. 

In one of these displays is a
presentation of U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Robert H. Jackson.

Jackson was born Feb. 13, 1892,
in Spring Creek, Pa. His family
moved to Frewsburg, N.Y. when
he was 5 years old. He graduated
from Frewsburg High School in
1909 and spent the next year as a
post-graduate student at
Jamestown High School in
Jamestown, N.Y.

He worked as an apprentice in
a Jamestown law office for a year,
went to Albany Law School,
where he completed the one-year
program, and went back to
Jamestown to continue his
apprenticeship. He passed the
bar exam in 1913 at age 21 and
attended law school without
attending college.

He was a successful lawyer in

New York State for 20 years in
Jamestown and surrounding areas.

In 1934 he moved to Wash-
ington D.C. and became assistant
general counsel in the Treasury
Department’s Bureau of Internal
Revenue. From 1934 to 1941 he
served as assistant United States
attorney general, solicitor general,
and attorney general of the
United States.

President Roosevelt nominat-
ed Jackson to the United States
Supreme Court in June of 1941
and the Senate confirmed the
appointment the following
month. He was also appointed as
the chief prosecutor of the surviv-
ing Nazi survivors in 1945.

Jackson returned to the area
often for vacations and to visit
family. He died October 9, 1954,
and was buried in Maple Grove
Cemetery in Frewsburg, N.Y.

The Jackson display in the ex-
hibit comprises three different
areas.

The wall panels near the com-
puter area give the viewer an
introduction to Jackson’s life and
legacy. It also shows examples of
his eloquent powerful writing,

which is still pertinent in cases
today.

Known for his traveling, the
use of the round glass-topped
table as a display with maps,
writing and photographs offers a
unique view and a full circle of
his life.

There is also a poster on the
bulletin board that announces
three upcoming Jackson events,
including the Robert H. Jackson
lecture by Seth Waxman at 4 p.m.
today at the Hall of Philosophy.

Greg Peterson, president and
chairman of the board of the
Robert H. Jackson Center, said,
“We greatly appreciate Chau-
tauqua Institution’s invitation to
showcase an individual from
Chautauqua County who made a
national and international impact
in constitutional law and interna-
tional law.”  

Throughout his career, Robert
H. Jackson enjoyed returning to
Chautauqua County and made
several appearances at Chau-
tauqua Institution.

The Robert H. Jackson Cen-
ter is located at 305 East 4th
Street, Jamestown.

Waxman

d e t a i n e e s
more than
they had
requested in
a motion
asking the
justices to
reconsider
an April
decision de-

clining to review the same
case.”

One lawyer intently inter-
ested in this unusual order is
Waxman, having just submit-
ted a petition on behalf of six
Bosnians who are being held
in Guantanamo. Waxman
said that the detainees were
first arrested in Bosnia at the
request of the U.S. govern-
ment.

The grounds for retention
were rejected by a Bosnian
high court and the individu-
als, married with children,
were released, only to be
arrested again and removed
to Guantanamo. Six years
later, charges have yet to be
filed.

When Waxman and John
Barrett of the Jackson Center
discussed possible topics for
today’s talk, this seemed an
interesting one. With the
Court’s recent reversal, the
talk takes on ever more inter-
est. 

“When they reconvene in
the fall, the Supreme Court
will bring up this most
important case: whether
Guantanamo detainees have
a voice,” Waxman said.

Waxman has undertaken a
celebrated career, and his

Supreme Court justice display 
offers glimpse of local personality

Former U.S. solicitor general to discuss court’s role during war
practice spans both federal
and state trials as well as
appellate courts. Now a part-
ner with WilmerHale, Wax-
man represents clients such
as Monsanto Corporation
and the country of Canada,
and his pro bono work
earned him an award from
the American Bar Associ-
ation in 1988.

He has argued a case for
Monsanto regarding the
“standard of usefulness app-
lied to nucleotide sequences
known as expressed se-
quence tags (ESTs).” He has
also argued on behalf of an
Indian tribe in defense of
their land development and
rights to a casino, as well as
in defense of regulations that
would contribute to cleaner
air.

As solicitor general, Wax-
man went before the Su-
preme Court more that 30

times, among them in
defense of the line item veto,
to help revise how the census
is taken, and to affirm an
individual’s right of Miranda
protection.

Waxman is a native of
Hartford, Conn., and gradu-
ated from the area's public
schools. He received his
bachelor’s degree summa
cum laude from Harvard
College in 1973 and was a
Rockefeller Fellow in Kenya
during the following year. In
1977 Waxman received his
law degree from Yale Law
School, where he served as
managing editor of the Yale
Law Journal.

Universally considered to
be among the country's pre-
mier Supreme Court and
appellate advocates, Wax-
man currently serves on the
faculty of the Georgetown
University Law Center and

Photo by 

Jessica Ebelhar

The display
table in the
Smith Memorial
Library offers
pictures of
Jamestown
native Robert
H. Jackson. 

as chairman of Legal Affairs
magazine. Waxman has de-
livered more than 45 oral
arguments in the United
States Supreme Court (16 in
the past four Terms)  making
him, as The American Lawyer
recently reported, “the domi-
nant force in the Supreme

Court bar, without ques-
tion.” He has also been
ranked among Washingtonian
magazine's “Top 30
Lawyers” and listed for “Bet-
the-Company-Litigation”
(among other categories) in
The Best Lawyers in America.


	1_70907
	2_70907
	3_70907
	4_70907
	5_70907
	6_70907
	7_70907
	8_070907
	9_70907
	10_70907
	11_070907
	12_70907
	13_70907
	14_70907



